
 

 

Remote and Flexible Learning Term 2 2020 

Guidelines for Students 
 
Remote and flexible learning is a new environment for all of us – students, families and College staff.  
It is important we all do our best to look after each other, support each other, communicate in the various 
means available and reach out for support when required.  It won’t always be easy but we’re all in this 
together, we are not alone and teachers are committed to ensure student success in learning continues. 

You are encouraged to maintain a healthy and balanced routine as you learn from home.  This includes: 

• Getting enough sleep - at least 8 to 10 hours a night 
• Keeping a similar school day routine for learning as shown on your timetable in SIMON 
• Organising a space at home for learning 
• Exercising at least 30 minutes a day 
• Eating healthy meals 
• Minimising screen time 
• Maintaining contact with your teachers and peers 

Required Resources 
Organise your learning space at home so you have ready access to materials needed for each of your 
subjects.  Install Microsoft Teams on your device as at times your teacher may require you to join an 
online meeting.  Installation instructions are available on SIMON’s Daily Messages (Microsoft Teams – 
Student Guide).  If you do not have Internet access at home, ask your parent to send an email to 
johnpaulcollege@jpc.vic.edu.au 

Your teachers understand you no longer have access to the specialist classrooms at the College.  Do 
not worry, your teacher will adjust lesson plans to suit home learning.  If you have any specific concerns 
regarding resources for a particular subject, please email your subject teacher.  Your subject teacher 
will respond to your emails as soon as they can during school hours. 

Learning Schedule 
You are advised to follow your daily timetable for scheduled classes as shown on SIMON.   This will 
help you in keeping focussed, up to date and available for online meetings. 

8:30am – 8:45am Check emails and respond accordingly.  Read SIMON Daily Messages and 
Class Notices on each subject’s class page to plan the day’s tasks and study. 

Period 1 and 2  Learning tasks and Microsoft Team lessons as set by class teachers 

10:25am – 10:50am Morning tea 

Periods 3 and 4  Learning tasks and Microsoft Team lessons as set by class teachers 

12:30pm – 1:20pm  Lunch 

Period 5 and 6  Learning tasks and Microsoft Team lessons as set by class teachers 

3:00pm   Check emails and respond accordingly 
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Every school day, you are expected to: 

• Read the Daily Messages in SIMON 
• Check emails at least every morning and afternoon and respond as appropriate 
• Read the Class Notices in SIMON, on your subject’s class page, at the beginning of every 

school day to ensure you are ready for a Microsoft Team meeting.  These will generally be held 
during scheduled class time to avoid any clashes. 

• Read the Class Notices in SIMON, on your subject’s class page, for each scheduled class and 
follow the instructions as directed by your teacher 

• Keep in regular contact with your teacher via email, especially if you are experiencing difficulties 
with your work.  Your teachers will get back to you as soon as they can during school hours. 

Homework and Study Policy in a Remote Learning Environment 
Years 7 to 10:  Students are strongly encouraged to complete learning tasks and study between 8:30am 
and 3:00pm Monday to Fridays.  The requirement, as set out in the Homework and Study Policy, to do 
additional hours after 3pm does not apply in a remote learning environment.  However, there may be 
times when students need to complete set learning tasks and study after 3:00pm.  We will monitor this 
situation during the term and parents/students are encouraged to email class teachers if there are any 
concerns regarding work load.  Reading is always encouraged. 

VCE and VCAL:   Students are still expected to participate in the learning program as directed by their 
class teachers, complete tasks and study in order to demonstrate satisfactory achievement of the 
outcomes and prepare for assessments.  The demands in terms of time students need to set aside for 
VCE and VCAL remain consistent with term one and with our current Homework and Study Policy. 

Assessments 
Year 7 to 10 Victorian Curriculum Subjects:  Class Notices in SIMON will contain the most up to date 
information regarding learning tasks and assessments that will enable students to demonstrate 
achievement against the standards (Victorian Curriculum).  The nature and frequency of assessments 
is likely to change and more information will be given to students via Class Notices once term has 
commenced. 

VCAL Learning Outcomes:  Class Notices in SIMON will contain the most up to date information 
regarding learning tasks and assessments that will enable students to demonstrate satisfactory 
achievement of the learning outcomes.  The nature and frequency of assessments is likely to change 
and more information will be given to students via Class Notices as it becomes available. 
VCE School Assessed Coursework (SACs):  Students are expected to complete learning tasks and 
study in order to demonstrate satisfactory achievement of the outcomes.  The scheduling of SACs to 
determine the student’s level of achievement may need to be adjusted to what was originally planned.  
Teachers will be responsible in ensuring any change is in accordance with VCAA advice and students 
are well informed with details when and how the assessment is to be conducted as it becomes available. 

VCE School Assessed Tasks (SATs):  The focus on the development of product for a SATs is likely to 
be adjusted to what was originally planned. Teachers will be responsible in ensuring any change is in 
accordance with VCAA advice and students are well informed with details of the nature, development 
and scheduling of the SAT as it becomes available. 

Note:  All schools are currently awaiting further advice from the VCAA regarding a state-wide approach 
to the conducting of SACs and SATS and the practical components of some Year 12 subjects to ensure 
consistency of practice, consistency of authentication processes and equitable access to support and 
resources.  We will provide further advice as it becomes available.    We thank you for your patience 
and understanding as we work through these matters in what is a very challenging time for all. 
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VCE and VCAL Updates 
The College will continue to monitor advice from The Hon. Daniel Andrews, Premier of Victoria and the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority regarding advice in the delivery and assessment of 
VCE and VCAL. 

The most recent Media Release from The Premier included: 

VCE students will still receive an ATAR score, but there will be a number of changes to 
the academic timetable for VCE and VCAL students: 

• The GAT test will move from June to October or November 
• End of year exams will be postponed until at least December 
• School based assessment tasks will be reduced where possible to relieve some 

pressure on students as they move to remote and flexible learning arrangements 
• Universities will be asked to delay the start of the 2021 university year to account 

for impacts of coronavirus on senior secondary students. 
• VCE study scores will continue to be a combination of school-based assessment 

and external exams. VCAL students will have more time to complete their courses 
and this will be consistent with the revised dates for the VCE. 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is also examining a 
compressed end-of-year exam schedule – including slightly shortening each exam – in 
recognition of the disruption caused by the pandemic. 

A small number of students undertaking VET may have the award of their VCE or VCAL 
delayed until the beginning of 2021 so they can complete mandatory practical or workplace 
learning requirements – ensuring that they are not disadvantaged by the lack of hands on 
practice while we fight this pandemic. 

The Premier, 7 April 2020, Media Release  

Support Services 
It is important to take care of yourself and others during this time.  The Headspace link below give tips 
about managing stress associated with the Coronavirus. 

You can also seek the support of a family member, pastoral teacher, house coordinator or College 
counsellor. 

Email addresses for the College Counsellors are: 

Jacqui Duffee   dufj@jpc.vic.edu.au  

Angela Saraceni  sara@jpc.vic.edu.au  

Mr John Riddle  ridj@jpc.vic.edu.au 

Ms Karen Bell  belk@jpc.vic.edu.au 
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Document Updates 
This document will be updated and distributed accordingly.  The updated version will always be readily 
available in SIMON Daily Notices. 

Useful Links 

• Teenagers and Sleep 
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/teenagers-and-sleep?viewAsPdf=true 

• How to Cope with Stress related to Coronavirus 
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-
19/?utm_source=Recovery+Program&utm_campaign=facadeea1c-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_16_04_47&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c73b374c44-
facadeea1c-142625365 

• VCAA COVID-19 Advice 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-
news/Novel%20coronavirus%20update/Pages/default.aspx 
 


