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LEARNING & TEACHING VISION

We Believe

Learning is not just about knowledge and content, but growth.  
This includes emotional and intellectual growth

We believe that every students learning is inspired by faith in action 
and “With Him is the Fullness of Life”.

We believe learning is not a destination, but our journey through school  
and the way we learn.

We believe it has a purpose and is a process that combines knowledge  
and skills.

We believe it involves curiosity.

We believe the student is at the centre of learning at JPC and is given  
opportunities to explore the world.

We believe learning allows for the building of relationships, support  
and passion.

We believe learning involves evidence-based strategies for students  
to be ready for the future.
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LEARNING & TEACHING VISION ELEMENTS FOR LEARNING

Element 

Knowledge
Element 

Capabilities
Element 
Self
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ELEMENT KNOWLEDGE

We believe for students to excel our students need to develop core knowledge 
and skills including literacy, numeracy, scientific literacy, ICT skills and historical 
literacy.

Students require foundational knowledge in different areas of literacies to be 
able to decipher fact from fiction and allow for the integration of the elements of 
student competencies and self.

Our curriculum is built to scaffold these skills and to develop students’ passion  
and curiosity in their learning.

Our Staff and Students work together to share their learning. Students are 
encouraged to unpack their understanding to further support their thinking.
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ELEMENT CAPABILITIES

With the ever changing and complex nature of the world, we believe our 
students need to be prepared to learn and adapt.  

The capabilities our students need to develop for ongoing learning include 
evidence-based skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, metacognition, 
collaboration, creativity and different forms of communication.

By students building competencies in thinking, students will be abe to problem 
solve and face challenges that require skills to define a problem, design an 
appropriate solution and think critically with their actions.

Students will be offered opportunities within the curriculum to foster 
communication skills through collaboration, in written form and with technology.

Building collaboration into students experiences will allow them to understand 
the importance of teamwork and how to build communication and empathy. 
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WITH HIM IS THE FULLNESS OF LIFE JN 10:10ELEMENT SELF

For students to adapt in and outside of the classroom our learners will focus 
on developing their personal skills. This involves cultivating students’ holistic 
development. A significant part of students developing self is also inherent in 
our Faith values. These include the spirit of community, courage, perseverance 
and generosity. Through the curriculum and how students work together in 
the classroom will allow the growth of self. These skills include resilience, 
self-awareness of their emotional wellbeing, adaptability, reflection, leadership, 
social awareness and independence.

Students being able to adapt to change in all its forms will allow them to be 
constantly prepared to survive and succeed no matter what challenges come 
their way. By students growing their skills of independence and reflection, 
students are able to own their learning. They look at the ways they succeeded, 
and ways they could improve their approach in similar future situations.

Through growth of their emotional awareness, students will be able to 
demonstrate empathy and resilience in any situation and deal with relationships 
in a positive way.
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WITH HIM IS THE FULLNESS OF LIFE JN 10:10

Mission Statement

Inspired by the Gospels’ values, John 
Paul College provides an exemplary 
and holistic education within the 
Catholic tradition.

Our community welcomes students 
and their families from the parishes 
and communities of greater Frankston 
region.

We believe every student’s success 
is grounded in quality learning and 
teaching, and a school culture that 
fosters wellbeing, promotes resilience 
and inspires faith in action.

Our motto is our vision - the 
commitment to ensure every member 
of our community is empowered to 
achieve success, act with integrity 
and contribute to the common good - 
Christian discipleship for a just world.

Values

We treasure our spirit of community 
and the values that flow from it; 
courage, perseverance and 
generosity. 

The strength of our House system 
is anchored in these values and the 
charism we inherit from the lives of 
our founders.

Today, we live by our values and 
animate them within a culture that:

 Respects the dignity of every 
person

 Is inclusive, compassionate, just 
and forgiving

 Honours the integrity of creation 
through careful stewardship
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LEARNERS AT JPC

All members of John Paul College are learners who: 

 Honour the sacred dignity of each person, believing that everyone can  
experience success and be supported to see their lives as being shaped  
by the God who is at work in all of creation

 Search for truth, continuously critiquing, questioning, inquiring, imagining  
and re-imagining themselves and their world, in an ongoing engagement  
with Catholic belief and practices

 Embrace difference and diversity as the context for dialogue, engagement 
and a deeper understanding of self, others and God

 Build a culture of learning together through collaboration, partnerships and 
life-giving relationships which enable all to flourish

 Engage with the deep questions of life, constantly opening up spaces of 
meaning which engage Catholic faith with what matters most in their minds 
and hearts 

 Honour equitable access and opportunity for all, with a particular commitment 
to those most in need

 Commit to achieving the highest standards possible based on reflective  
practice, using data, research and evidence to ensure progress and growth  
in learning

 Make a difference in the world, inspired by the Gospel and led by the  
Holy Spirit to grow in virtue and act for justice and the common good

STEWART CENTRE
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LEARNERS AT JPC STEWART CENTRE

Overview

The Stewart Centre for Individual 
Learning provides a support service 
for all students in our community from  
Years 7 to 12.

Each student has their own particular 
learning needs, which can range from 
intellectual, social and emotional to 
motivational, time management and 
organisational. Stewart Centre staff 
recognise, accept and appreciate 
these individual differences. The 
Stewart Centre facilitates the 
development and implementation 
of inclusive curriculum practices 
which promote fairness and equity 
for all students. In collaboration with 
teaching staff we adapt curriculum 
to provide achievable and relevant 
educational experiences for students.

Our highly qualified, expert staff 
analyse the academic data of 
all of our students using the PAT 
assessment tool, and a range of other 
assessments, both psychometric and 
academic, according to suitability. 

From these assessment results, which 
are regularly updated, students may 
qualify for additional support to further 
improve their learning.
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION PROGRAMS

Overview

John Paul College offers a compre-
hensive range of enrichment 
programs. Students are assessed 
using the Progressive Achievement 
Test (PAT) as well as a range of 
other assessments. Students who 
are highly able to meet the program 
criteria, are presented with a range of 
academic challenges.

John Paul College also offers highly 
able students the opportunity to 
participate in weekly Year 7 and 8 
Mathematics Extension classes.

Competitions to further challenge 
students include

 Australian Mathematics Competition 
(AMC)

 Australian Geography Competition

 Australian History Competition

 Debating and Public Speaking 
Competitions

 Global Academic Challenge 

    (Year 8) (ACER)

 Maths Talent Quest (MTQ)

 Science Talent Quest (STQ)

 Tournament of the Minds

 University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) Mathematics Challenge.

 ASX Game

 National History Challenge

 Simpson Prize

 Model UN Competition  

 Victorian Parliament Prize 

Photo: Debating Competition

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION PROGRAMS GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM

In Years 7 and 8 students are selected 
to take part in the Gifted and Talented 
Enrichment program based on their 
PAT test results, Scholarship Testing  
(Year 7 students) as well as teacher 
recommendations.

This program runs once a week. 
During this time students develop 
their problem solving and creative 
skills as well as personal and social 
capabilities through inquiry programs. 
Students are expected to participate 
in a range of extra-curricular activities 
that suit their strengths and learning 
goals.

The Gifted and Talented teacher 
ensures an extension program is 
developed, to allow students to 
explore their interest through an 
enrichment project and selection into 
external academic competitions. 

Photo: Year 7 and 8 Mathematics Extension class
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY PRINCIPLES

Focused on growth  
 Assessment and reporting will be 

relevant and timely to each learner 

 Students understand their learning 
progress 

 Students receive feedback about 
their challenges whilst forming and 
valuing positive attitudes towards 
learning 

 Educators critically question the 
impact of their decisions on student 
learning 

 Feedback is integral to the learning 
process, enabling students to 
self-regulate, self-assess and reflect 
on their own learning 

John Paul College is a 
School which operates 
with the consent of the 
Catholic Archbishop 
of Melbourne and 
is owned, operated 
and governed 
by Melbourne 
Archdiocese Catholic 
Schools Ltd (MACS), 
where formation and 
education are based 
on the principles of 
Catholic doctrine, and 
where the teachers 
are outstanding in 
true doctrine and 
uprightness of life.

Relational  
 Assessment and reporting will 

provide a strong foundation for 
authentic dialogue about learning 
progress between teachers, 
students and families. 

 Students and teachers are 
both partners in the learning as 
the teacher constantly shapes 
and evolves their practice and 
pedagogy, while the student 
perseveres and progresses in 
response to evidence uncovered 
and timely feedback. 

Ongoing and continuous  
 Teachers are alert to the needs 

of students, founded on their 
knowledge of each student’s 
narrative. 

 Assessment, feedback and data 
gathering techniques are authentic, 
varied and diverse 

 Assessment of learning is 
continuous allowing students to 
demonstrate their progress and 
flourish 

 Feedback is continuous, accurate 
and forward-focused 

PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING OUR ASSESSMENT & REPORTING 
Horizons of Hope identifies the following principles for assessment for MACS Catholic Schools: 

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY RATIONALE & DEFINITIONS
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY PRINCIPLES ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY RATIONALE & DEFINITIONS

Rationale  

The purpose of assessment and 
reporting is to support student 
learning by providing information to 
both students and families about their 
progress and achievement, as well 
as areas for improvement. John Paul 
College’s assessment and reporting 
procedures aim to:
• Establish protocols and procedures 

that define the process for students 
to submit work.

• Ensure that students and parents 
understand the importance of 
completing and submitting work.

• Provide a structured framework 
to assist students who need 
assistance in establishing a 
homework routine and/or who have 
difficulty in effectively managing 
time to meet deadlines.

Definitions  

Alternative Framework is any 
recognised alternative curriculum 
framework, such as the International 
Baccalaureate programs, available to 
Victorian Catholic schools if approval 
is granted and authorisation gained to 
deliver the program.

Assessment is the ongoing 
process of gathering, analysing 
and interpreting evidence reflecting 
on findings making informed and 
consistent judgements to improve 
student learning. 

Common Assessment Tasks (CATs) 
is a summative task that is completed 
in the same conditions by all students 
within the subject. These will then 
form the tasks that are reported on in 
Semester Reports. 

Curriculum area refers to distinct 
bodies of knowledge, skills and 
behaviours within a curriculum 
framework. In the Victorian Curriculum 
these are known as Learning Areas 
and Capabilities. 

Growth focuses on the full flourishing 
of the human person across multi- 
dimensional domains to achieve deep 
learning.

Reporting should happen twice a year 
in accordance with the CEM Reporting 
Guidelines. This should happen 
once a semester and must include 
information about the student’s 
progress and achievement during 
the reporting period. This information 
must comprise accurate, objective 
and on-balance judgements of 
assessment evidence gathered in 
each school-defined subject during 
this period. 

School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 
School Assessed Tasks (SAT) 
are assessments as part of the VCAA 
VCE program in accordance with the 
specific and relevant study design.

Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (VCAA) 
is the statutory authority primarily 
accountable to the Minister of 
Education, for the provision of 
curricula and assessment and 
reporting in Victorian schools. 
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Assessments 

The College uses continuous 
reporting, with families being able to 
see both Assessment and Class tasks 
that students are completing within 
the semester. To facilitate this there is 
an expectation for all year levels that 
feedback is given to students within 
two - three weeks of the task being 
submitted, with marks and feedback 
uploaded to SIMON for parents to see.

Years 7 to 10
• Minimum of 3 CATs (Common 

Assessment Tasks) per semester
• One Assessment must be 

completed before the end of the first 
term of the semester

• Assessment Tasks are to cater for 
all students through different levels 
in the task

• Tasks should also be reassessed 
each year for rigour authentication 
purposes

VCE/VCE VM
• As outlined in the relevant VCAA 

study design 
• Tasks must be changed year to 

year (where applicable) for rigour   
authentication purposes

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY ASSESSMENTS

Modified Assessments

Some students may require a modified 
assessment at times. For this to 
happen a conversation should first 
take place with the parents and  
Stewart Centre if needed, once 
approved this needs to be amended 
on SIMON for the student’s 
assessment task. The 
modified task should still be challenging 
but accessible to the student and 
related to the topic/subject. 

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY ASSESSMENTS
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY ASSESSMENTS ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY ASSESSMENTS

Moderation of Tasks  

Moderation is the practice of teachers 
sharing and developing their 
understanding of what learning looks 
like by examining examples of different 
types and quality of students’ work and 
comparing these with formal standards 
and success criteria across both the 
Victorian Curriculum F-10 Achievement 
Standards and VCAA Study Designs. 
It provides a structure and process 
for teaching teams, teachers, classes 
and individual students to develop a 
shared and deep understanding of 
learning intentions, success criteria 
and the curriculum standards on which 
assessment is based. 

Years 7 to 10
Where there are multiple classes 
in Years 7 to 10 teachers should 
aim to moderate a sample of three 
from each class (low, middle and 
top) and participate in a moderation 
discussion. This could occur during a 
learning area briefing or after-school 
meeting if time allows. The goal of 
participating in this process is to 
ensure consistency in marking across 
all classes. With the aim to publish 
results within two - three weeks of 
students completing the assessment. 

VCE / VCE VM
Tasks where there are multiple 
classes at VCE (Years 11-12) 
moderation should occur with all 
appropriate staff to ensure that the 
marking is consistent across the 
cohort. This should be completed 
before publishing any results to 
students. With the aim to publish 
results within two - three weeks of 
students completing the assessment. 

Extensions  

Students may request extensions, 
prior to the due dates when the 
submission date cannot be met due to 
circumstances beyond the student’s 
control. Reasons for seeking an 
extension include; absences due to 
illness (with medical certificate/ note),  
and family matters. Pressure of 
assignments in other subjects are 
not a sufficient reason to warrant an 
extension, nor is work or sporting 
commitments. Students who are 
attending camps or excursions are 
expected to meet deadlines that occur 
in their absence, or to negotiate revised 
submission dates with teachers before 
the event. If a student knows they will 
be absent on the day of submission, 
they need to ensure the work is 
submitted prior to the absence. Once 
an extension has been approved by 
the teacher, this needs to be reflected 
in the students Assessment Task on 
SIMON. This only applies to Years 7 to 
10, as VCE and VCE VM Learning 
Outcomes must follow the VCAA 
guidelines regarding assessments.

Non-Attendance/Submission

• Students who are absent from 
a CAT are required to submit a 
Medical Certificate, or note from a 
parent to Student Services upon 
their return for their absence.

• When a CAT (Years 7 to 10) is 
not submitted without reason an 
‘Overdue Work Notice’ is to be  
sent to families. Students then have  
5 calendar days proceeding  
the late submission to submit  
the task before receiving a  
‘Non-Submission’ on SIMON.

• When a student is absent from a 
SAC/SAT a ‘Pending N’ notification 
should be created for the student to 
re-sit the task. A mark is given when 
the student has a school approved 
absence. If it is not a school 
approved absence the student 
receives a ‘0’ but an ‘S’ if the work is 
satisfactorily completed. 

• When a VM student does not 
complete a Learning Outcome 
by the due date, a ‘Pending N’ 
notification should be created for the 
student to complete/ re-sit the task. 
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY LATE SUBMISSION OF WORK

Short submission

Classwork or Homework. 

Students will be required to complete 
the work in a time set by the class 
teacher. This may be at lunchtime 
or after school. Students will be 
informed by their teacher when they 
are expected to attend and parents 
via email. There is an expectation 
that students record and manage 
due dates and turn up promptly at the 
designated time. Late submissions 
should be reported on SIMON as an 
‘incident’, repeated instances (>2) 
of late submissions may result in a 
change session. 

Assessment Tasks 

First non-submission of 
assessment task per subject, by 
due date, per semester: 

Parent communication from 
classroom teacher (written or verbal), 
the Learning Area Leader and Head 
of Middle or Senior School Learning 
is made aware of non-submission of 
work. Late submissions should be 
reported on SIMON as an ‘incident’, 
repeated instances (>2) of late 
submissions may result in a change 
session. 

If a student continues to not meet 
due dates and submissions are not 
made, then parents may be called 
for a meeting and further action shall 
be taken. At this meeting, an agreed 
action plan will be developed to 
assist the student in meeting future 
deadlines.

YEAR

Year 7  

Year 8  

Year 9  

Year 10  

CONSEQUENCE

Work submitted by 4:00pm on the due date, 5% off the total 
lost per day late submitted. 

Work submitted by 4:00pm on the due date, 5% off the total 
lost per day late submitted. 

Work submitted by 4:00pm on the due date, 10% off the total 
lost per day late submitted. 

Work submitted by 4.00pm on the due date, 10% off the total 
lost per day late submitted. Work submitted 1 week after due 
date (without approved extension) will receive 0% for the 
task. 

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY PLAGIARISM
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY LATE SUBMISSION OF WORK ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY PLAGIARISM

Overview

Plagiarism is the presentation of 
the works of another person / other 
persons as though they are one’s own 
by failing to properly acknowledge that 
person / those persons.

Intentional Plagiarism is plagiarism 
associated with intent to deceive.

Unintentional Plagiarism is plagiarism 
associated with a lack of understanding 
of plagiarism or a lack of skill in 
referencing / acknowledging others’ 
work (still a breach of this Policy).

Consequence 

Where a student has been found to 
plagiarise: 
• Parents are notified via letter sent 

through SIMON.
• Student is to resubmit an alternative 

task provided by classroom teacher.
• For a first instance of plagiarism: 

A documented student meeting is 
held with the subject teacher and 
recorded in Student Notes and an 
Incident on SIMON.

• Students will receive a 0 grade 
for plagiarised work; this can be 
redeemed through completion of an 
alternate task on a due date set by 
the subject teacher, the result for 
this task is reported in the comments 
of the original Assessment Task. 

• Students must submit the alternate 
task at a satisfactory level (50%), 
this does not form part of their 
Overall Result. 

• The instance of plagiarism must be 
recorded as an Incident on SIMON 
and also be communicated to the 
Learning Area Leader.

Collusion is the unauthorised act of 
a student presenting work, which is 
the outcome of directly working with 
others, as his or her own.
• Students have the responsibility to 

ensure that all submitted work is 
their own.

• Students must acknowledge all 
sources of information including 
print and non-print texts in a 
bibliography at the end of their 
assessment task.

• Students who knowingly assist 
another student to plagiarise may 
be penalised and a change session 
issued.

• Students must not cheat on exams, 
tests or assist others to do so.

John Paul College utilises plagiarism 
software to check students are 
submitting their own work.

Intentional Plagiarism
• For a second instance of plagiarism: 

A documented meeting is held with 
the student, parents, subject teacher 
and the Head of Middle or Senior 
School Learning.

• For the third instance of plagiarism: 
Parent meeting with classroom 
teacher/Coordinator and/or,  
Deputy Principal and/or Principal  
to determine future pathway of  
the student.

Unintentional Plagiarism
• Meeting with class teacher to review 

correct referencing/acknowledging 
practices.
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY SATISFACTORY GRADE: YEAR 7 to YEAR 12

Overview

In order for the student to demonstrate 
a satisfactory understanding of 
content, a student must always submit 
work that is to the best of their ability. 
If work submitted or a test undertaken 
is not demonstrating a student’s 
best efforts, a student may be asked 
to resubmit the task. A Satisfactory 
grade must meet the minimum 
requirement of 50%.

The method of grading must be clearly 
communicated to students before  
the assessment task is undertaken. 
This must include assessment tools 
such as:

 The use of rubrics

 Key skills or criteria

 Marking scheme

If a student is required to re-sit or 
re-submit a task, this will happen in 
communication with parents and after 
consultation with the Learning Area 
Leader and the teacher.

On satisfactory re-completion of a 
task once student has plagiarised:

 Year 7 & 8. Students may have 
their grade reassessed to meet the 
Satisfactory grade of 50%.

 Year 9 to 12. The initial mark remains.

 VCE. Students must also achieve an  
“S” to show satisfactory completion 
of each Unit as required by VCAA.

 VCE VM. Students must also 
achieve an “S” to show satisfactory 
completion of each Learning 
Outcome as required by VCAA.

 If a student still does not make a 
satisfactory improvement on the 
second attempt.

    They will receive an overall result of 
‘0’ or ‘N’ (Not Satisfactory).

 The resubmission of the  
assessment task. Must be  
reported on SIMON as a comment 
in the original Assessment Task.

Parent and Student Understanding
It is an expectation that students  
complete all assessment tasks as 
their own work for every subject that 
they study. 

Non-submission of work or work  
submitted that is not a student’s own, 
will impact on the level of achievement 
a student receives during a semester. 
This will also impact on a students 
subject selection choices as they 
move through the school.

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY REPORTING
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ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY SATISFACTORY GRADE: YEAR 7 to YEAR 12 ASSESSMENT & REPORTING POLICY REPORTING

Reporting

All reporting is based on and 
supports the CEM Reporting 
Guidelines.

Interim Reports are completed 
towards the end of Term 1 & 3 
• Interim reports reflect on a student’s 

learning behaviours in each subject, 
and if teachers wish to request a 
Parent Teacher Interview. 

Semester Reports are completed at 
the end of every semester.
• Semester reports contain the CATs 

from the semester along with an 
Overall Result for the semester 
(where appropriate).

• If any CATs were submitted late it is 
noted on the report.

• For Years 7 to 10 the Achievement 
Standard from the Victorian 
Curriculum, shows where the 
student is at, at that point in time. 

Related Policies & Documents 

 External References 
• CECV. 2019. Reporting student 

progress and achievement – 2019 
Revised guidelines for Victorian 
Catholic schools 

• VCAA. 2022. VCE VET Program 
Guide

Other Reporting 

NAPLAN / ACER
• Students across Year 7 – 9 

complete various testing during 
the year, this data is then analysed 
by teaching staff and used as a 
guide, to better inform their teaching 
practices in relation to the students 
they teach and how they learn. The 
student’s results on these tests are 
available on SIMON once they have 
been released.

• Year 7 and 9 complete NAPLAN
• Years 7 – 9 complete ACER testing

More information about the specific 
requirements for reporting can be 
found in the Catholic Education 
Commission Victoria (CECV) 
document, Reporting Student Progress 
and Achievement – 2019 Revised 
Guidelines for Victorian Catholic 
Schools. 
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HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY OVERVIEW

Rationale

The purpose of this policy is to ensure 
all students, parents, carers and 
staff have shared expectations for 
homework and study.

There are many different views 
regarding the purpose of homework, 
its value and the amount that should 
be set. Current evidence and research 
indicates that:
• The quality of homework assigned 

is likely to be more important than 
the quantity

• Homework must be relevant to 
student needs and should not 
jeopardise the right for students to 
enjoy a balanced lifestyle

• The amount of homework and time 
spent on it should accord with the 
student’s age and developmental 
level

• Effort spent on homework is a 
stronger correlation to academic 
achievement than time spent on 
homework 

• Homework is an important part of 
reinforcing the concepts that are 
introduced in class

• Homework is most effective when 
it is an integral part of learning, 
complementing classroom learning 
rather than adding on

• Homework has a greater impact on 
academic achievement in secondary 
schools than primary schools with 
an average of five months additional 
progress

• Homework benefits students by 
fostering good study habits and 
provides students the opportunity to 
be responsible for their own learning 

Objectives

• To encourage students to be 
passionate and curious about their 
learning

• To encourage students to develop 
an attitude of responsibility for their 
learning and develop the habits of 
independent learning and individual 
research

• To assist students to develop 
a personalised approach to 
consolidate and extend their 
knowledge and skills

• To develop organisational and time 
management skills in students that 
will grow into sound homework 
patterns to ensure a successful use 
in their senior schooling

• To improve each student’s academic 
achievement

• To help students develop a 
balanced and consistent approach 
to homework and study which 
supports their health and wellbeing

This policy applies to 
students in all year 
levels, parents, carers 
and teachers.

HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY ACTIVITIES
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HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY OVERVIEW HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY ACTIVITIES

The Relationship between 
Homework and Study

Homework is the completion of set 
work that usually relates directly to 
the work covered in class. This may 
take the form of completing unfinished 
class work, related worksheets and 
assignments.

Homework encourages students to 
consolidate the knowledge that they 
have gained in the classroom. 

Study is an integral part of homework 
and generally refers to the process of 
revising work covered over a period of 
time in order to consolidate learning. 
It can also be a way of encouraging 
students to pursue knowledge 
individually and imaginatively. 

Homework  
Expectations

Homework should: 

 Be appropriate to the student’s skill 
level and relevant to the student’s 
needs 

 Be purposeful, meaningful and 
relevant to the curriculum

 Be interesting, challenging and 
when appropriate, open-ended

 Complement a balanced lifestyle 
(spiritual, academic, familial, 
cultural, recreational and social)

Homework  
Activities

May include:

 Completing unfinished classwork 

 Reading texts and novels

 Preparing for a new topic

 Extension of class work

 Related worksheets to enhance 
skills

 Completion of projects and  
assignments

 Accessing multimedia for flipped 
learning

 Practising a musical instrument  
or drama performance 

 Practising a language being studied

 Writing essays and other creative 
tasks 

Study  
Activities

May include:

 Collaborating with other students

 Revising to consolidate learning

 Preparing for an assessment

 Completing practice questions  
and past examinations

 Utilising appropriate online  
resources 

 Reading for pleasure, inspiration, 
extension and curiosity 

 Keeping up-to-date with current 
affairs 
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HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY EXPECTATIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES

The College 
will support students by:

• Ensuring that all members of the 
College community are aware of the 
Homework and Study Policy 

• Fostering lifelong learning and 
connecting families with the learning 
of their children

• Advising students and parents/
carers of homework and study 
expectations at the beginning of the 
school year

• Monitoring the type and volume 
of homework and study set for 
completion over the holidays, noting 
expectations are heightened in 
senior school

• Providing students with learning 
spaces and resources to aid in 
organising their homework and 
study

The Teacher
can support students by:

• Setting work that is appropriate for 
out of class or home study tasks

• Ensuring tasks are reasonable and 
manageable within the set time 
frame

• Modifying and differentiating tasks 
appropriate to the student’s skill 
level and relevant to the student’s 
needs

• Encouraging students to engage 
with problem solving, logical thinking 
and creativity

• Making the requirements clear - the 
due date is known, and work is 
returned in a timely manner with 
feedback given where appropriate

• Assisting students when difficulties 
arise 

• Consulting with students on their 
return from absences about their 
learning

The Student
takes responsibility by:

• Recording the details of their 
homework, study and assessment 
tasks

• Utilising SIMON to plan for 
assessment tasks and check for any 
missed learning activities 

• Completing set tasks by the due 
date

• Following up on comments made by 
teachers

• Seeking assistance when difficulties 
arise

• Organising their time to manage 
home and sporting commitments, 
recreational and other activities and 
part time work if applicable

• In cases of absence, seek out and 
hand in the homework as soon as 
they return or negotiate an alternate 
time with the teacher

The Parents / Carers
can support students by:

• Developing a positive approach to 
homework and study

• Encouraging students to take 
increasing responsibility for their 
own learning

• Assisting their child to develop 
organisational strategies 

• Sourcing an appropriate place 
and required resources for regular 
homework and study, away from all 
distractions 

• Ensuring there is a balance between 
the time spent on homework, 
studying and lifestyle activities 

• Talking with them and involving 
them in learning opportunities during 
everyday household routines and 
physical activity

• Contacting the relevant teacher and 
Pastoral Care teacher to discuss 
any problems their child may be 
having with the homework

Homework is a shared responsibility between the College, teachers, students and parents/carers. It is important to understand roles and responsibilities.

HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY GUIDELINES RELATING TO TIME
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HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY EXPECTATIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES HOMEWORK & STUDY POLICY GUIDELINES RELATING TO TIME

Homework Guidelines  
Relating to Time

At certain times during the year, study 
and completion of work requirements 
and assessment tasks may take extra 
time. Some tasks may be assigned 
to be completed during weekends 
and on school holidays. The following 
times are approximate guidelines.

Victorian Certificate of  
Education (VCE)

It is an expectation of the College  
that in addition to scheduled class 
time, students spend at least 2.5 to 
3 hours per week of self-directed 
learning for each VCE unit.  
This expectation extends to school 
term breaks.

This expectation is in keeping with 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) guidelines, 
students need to allocate 50 hours of        
self-directed learning, for each VCE 
unit outside of scheduled lessons.

Victorian Certificate of          
Education/Vocational Major 
(VCE VM) 

It is an expectation of the College 
and the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority that each VCE 
VM program consists of a minimum 
of 16 units and each unit that is 
successfully completed contributes 
one credit towards the VCE VM at 
the appropriate award level (i.e., 
Units 1-4). Due to the compulsory yet 
varied VET courses undertaken as 
part of the VCE VM course, individual 
students’ schedules will vary. VCE VM 
students are expected to complete 
homework and study as required.
study as required.

Year  
Level

7 

8

9 

10

Per Day 
at School

50 min

60 min

75 min

90 min

Per 
Week

4 hrs

5 hrs

6 hrs

7.5 hrs

Students studying VCE

2.5 to 3 hours 
per unit per week
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STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY OVERVIEW

Rationale 

It is important that students access 
curriculum and learning activities that 
are at an appropriate level for their 
current abilities. Students will also 
need guidance from teachers and 
parents to ensure that they can achieve 
at their best academically. It is clear 
that the best opportunities for positive 
outcomes eventuate when students, 
parents and teachers work together.

Objectives
 To ensure that all students are 

supported to achieve academically 
at an appropriate level.

 To ensure that each student has 
access to learning that meets their 
learning needs.

Pathways Meeting

Students at academic risk will require 
intervention and support to assist them 
to achieve better outcomes in the form 
of an Independent Learning Plan or 
Performance Improvement Plan. Any 
student who shows one or more of 
the indicators will be assessed on an 
individual basis and may be required 
to attend a College Pathways Meeting 
along with Parents/Guardians. College 
Pathways Meetings will be convened 
by either the Head of Middle or 
Senior School Learning, Careers 
Staff, VET and VM Coordinator and/
or House Coordinator depending on 
the support required and year level of 
the student. The meetings will focus 
on learning skills, work and study 
habits, appropriate subject selection 
and individualised learning pathways 
suited to the student’s abilities and 
proposed vocational directions. A 
Deputy Principal, Pastoral Coordinator, 
Head of Stewart Centre for Individual 
Learning, Teacher and Pastoral 
Teacher will be consulted and attend 
the meeting as appropriate.

Students at Academic Risk

Students are at risk of failing to 
achieve positive academic outcomes 
if they are not showing acceptable 
progress in various aspects of their 
schooling. Indicators that a student 
may be at academic risk include the 
following:

 An average overall result of less 
than 50% across all subjects

 An overall result of less than 50%  
in English

 Average learning skills and work 
habits across all subjects of less 
than 3

 N (not satisfactory) for a VCE 
Outcome

 N (not satisfactory) for a VCE VM 
Learning Outcome at the end of a 
Strand

 A pattern of late or non-submission 
of Common Assessment Tasks

 Poor attendance (below 85%)

STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY VCE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY OVERVIEW STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY VCE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The Arts 

 Media Studies Units 1 & 2
 Music Performance Units 1 & 2
• Experience in learning an 

instrument and/or voice is 
highly recommended due to the 
performance component of the 
curriculum.

 Studio Arts Units 1 & 2
 Theatre Studies Units 1 & 2
 Visual Communication and Design 

Units 1 & 2

Health & Physical Education 

 Health and Human Development 
Units 1 & 2

 Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
Units 1 & 2

 Physical Education Units 1 & 2

The Humanities

 Accounting Units 1 & 2
 Business Management Units 1 & 2
 Geography Units 1 & 2
 Legal Studies Units 1 & 2 
 Twentieth Century History Units 1 & 2 

English & Language 

 Literature Units 1 & 2
 English Units 1 & 2
 Italian Units 1 & 2
• An overall result of at least 50% in 

Year 10 Italian

Mathematics

 General Mathematics Units 1 & 2
• An overall result of at least 60% in 

Core Mathematics is recommended
 Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2
• An overall result of at least 80% in 

Advanced Mathematics and/or a 
result of at least 80% in the VCE 
Mathematics preselection test

 Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2
• An overall result of at least 85% 

in Core Mathematics and at least 
70% in the VCE Mathematics 
preselection test

• An overall result of at least 70% 
in Advanced Mathematics and/
or at least 70% in the VCE 
Mathematics preselection test 
VCE Units 1 & 2 

Religious Education

 CSYMI – Year 11*; or VCE Religion 
and Society Unit 2

Science

 Biology Units 1 & 2
 Chemistry Units 1 & 2**
 Physics Units 1 & 2**
 Psychology Units 1 & 2

Technology 

 Computing Units 1 & 2
 Food Studies Units 1 & 2
 Product Design and Technology 

Units 1 & 2

 * Entrance into the CSYMI program is based 
on an application process.

** For Chemistry and Physics. An overall result 
of at least 75% in Core Science, 85% in Core 
Mathematics or at least 70% in Advanced 
Mathematics

VCE Units 1 & 2 CoursesVCE Units 1 & 2 

The following VCE subjects are 
available for selection by Year 10 
students entering Year 11.
• Entry requirements are based on 

Year 10 semester one results.
• Students who do not fulfill entry 

requirements may appeal to the 
Head of Senior School Learning.

VCE Units 3 & 4 

Year 11 students need to achieve a 
Satisfactory Unit result, an Overall 
Result of at least 50% and Learning 
Skills and Work Habits of at least 3 
or more in the VCE Unit 1 and 2 to 
gain automatic entry to the VCE Units 
3 and 4. If the criteria for automatic 
entry has not been met, a College 
Pathways Meeting may be convened.

Students wanting to study a VCE Unit 
3 and 4 without the study of the VCE 
Unit 1 and 2 or VCE Unit 2 may be 
required to attend a College Pathways 
Meeting.
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STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY VCE VM & VET ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

VCE VM Requirements

VCE VM is a select entry course, and 
students are accepted only if they 
meet the specific criteria established 
by the College. Applicants are 
interviewed to assess their suitability 
for the program. Each applicant’s 
readiness for work and vocational 
training is assessed, as well as their 
classroom behaviour, effort and 
attendance. Students applying for 
the VCE VM program must attend 
a selection interview to assess their 
suitability for VCE VM at the end of 
Term 3. Students who are unsure 
about VCE VM as an option can apply 
to do VCE but still request a VCE VM 
interview online. Prior to the interview 
the student is expected to have 
researched the VET course/s that 
they are interested in completing to 
determine their suitability and passion.

Students must select the VCE VM 
option and choose a VET program 
when completing their online course 
selection for the following year.

Once accepted into the program the 
student should begin looking for a 
placement where they can complete 
their Structured Workplace Learning 
(SWL). 

Students may be expected to attend 
the College on the days of their SWL 
in instances where:
• They are yet to find a placement for 

their learning to have assistance in 
finding a placement

• They are behind in completing their 
Learning Outcomes

If the Learning Outcomes are still 
outstanding two weeks after the 
due date, the student is expected to 
return after classes finish at the end 
of year to complete any remaining 
tasks required to complete their 
VCE VM Certificate however due to 
VCAA end dates, the opportunity to 
redeem unsatisfactory or unsubmitted 
Learning Outcomes will be a short 
period.  Failure of Strands in Units 
1 and 2 may restrict the options of 
continuing into Units 3 and 4.

VET Requirements

The VET programs are nationally 
recognised vocational certificate 
programs that allow students to 
include vocational studies within 
their Year 10 course, VCE or VCE 
VM Certificate. Students who wish 
to complete a VET subject in Years 
10-12 are required to attend an 
interview to determine their suitability 
for the program. Prior to the interview 
the student is expected to have 
researched the VET course/s that 
they are interested in completing to 
determine their suitability and passion. 
If a student is applying for VCE 
VM, these interviews will be held in 
conjunction with each other. 

Students who select the VCE  
program are also eligible to  
complete a VET course. 

Families are responsible for the 
additional costs involved for all  
VET courses. 

VET programs contribute to the VCE 
and VCE VM  in one of the following 
ways: 

 Credit towards the VCE  
selected VCE VET Programs offer 
scored assessment (study score) 
for Units 3 and 4 in the same way 
all VCE studies do and includes an 
end of year exam and study score. 
(10 per cent of the lowest study in 
the primary four-scaled studies) 
towards their ATAR. The increment 
is awarded by VTAC.

 Credit towards the VCE  
through block credit, a contribution 
of 10% increment towards the ATAR 
as a fifth or sixth subject. 

 Credit towards VCE VM   
units contribute towards the industry 
specific skills strand at VCE VM  
levels. Credit towards the VCE VM  
units contribute towards the industry 
specific skills strand. 

ACCELERATION POLICY OVERVIEW & YEAR 10
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STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY VCE VM & VET ENTRY REQUIREMENTS ACCELERATION POLICY OVERVIEW & YEAR 10

Overview

Students who consistently achieve 
high academic results and 
demonstrate excellent learning skills 
and work habits may be permitted to 
accelerate their studies by:

 Studying a Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE) Unit 1 and 2 in 
Year 10

 Studying a VCE Unit 3 and 4 
subject in Year 11

 Studying a University Extension 
subject in Year 12 

Acceleration in Year 10

Studying a VCE Unit 1 & 2
Students who consistently achieve 
high academic results and 
demonstrate excellent learning skills 
and work habits may be permitted to 
study a VCE Unit 1 and 2 subject in 
Year 10. Entry requirements, based 
on Year 9 Semester one results, 
include:

 An overall result of at least 80% in 
English

 An average overall result of at least 
80% across all subjects (70% for 
Advanced Maths)

 Learning skills and work habits 
averaging 4 or more across all 
subjects

 Exemplary record of submission of 
work

 Have no academic infringements 
(ie. plagarism) 

Students are required to submit 
an expression of interest and/or 
application form by the due date for 
their application to be considered.

Students studying a three-year 
VCE program are expected to study 
six VCE Unit 3 and 4 sequences, 
completing a maximum of one 
VCE Unit 3 and 4 sequence in 
Year 11 and five VCE Unit 3 and 4 
sequences in Year 12.

This provides opportunity for an 
additional 10% of the scaled score 
in the sixth study to be used in the 
calculation of the Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR). 

Students who are interested in 
accelerating are to complete the 
expression of interest form; then 
they may be invited to complete an 
Application to Accelerate form, prior 
to subject selections opening. The 
Application form is reviewed by the  
Head of Senior School Learning. 
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ACCELERATION POLICY YEAR 11 & YEAR 12

Acceleration in Year 11

Studying a VCE Unit 3 & 4
Students who have studied a VCE 
Unit 1 and 2 in Year 10 need to fulfill 
the following requirements to continue 
their study of the VCE Unit 3 and 4 
subject in Year 11:

 An average overall result of at least 
75% across all Year 10 subjects 
(70% for Advanced Maths)

 An overall result of at least 80%  
in the VCE Unit 1 and 2 

 Learning skills and work habits 
averaging 4 or more across all  
subjects

 Exemplary record of submission  
of work

 Have no academic infringements 

(ie. plagiarism) 

Acceleration in Year 12

High achieving Year 11 students who 
have already completed one or more 
VCE Unit 3 and 4 sequences may 
wish to apply to study a University 
Extension subject. Only in exceptional 
circumstances will a student be 
approved to study an extension 
subject. This will be determined by the 
Head of Senior School Learning. 

Students who wish to continue with 
the Units 3 and 4 in Year 11 are 
required to submit the Application to 
Accelerate form along with meeting 
the requirements listed above. This 
application form is to be signed off by 
the student’s subject teachers, House 
Coordinator and Head of Senior 
School Learning.

Notes:
 Only in exceptional circumstances 

will a student be approved to study 
more than one VCE Unit 1 and 2 
subject in Year 10.

 Only in exceptional circumstances 
will a student be approved to study 
more than one VCE Unit 3 and 4 
subject in Year 11.

 VCE Religion and Society Units 3 
and 4 is available for students who 
fulfill acceleration requirements in 
Year 11. Students need to discuss 
the viability with the Learning Area 
Leader or subject teacher. 

 Students who fulfill the following 
entry requirements may be 
permitted to study VCE Further 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4 in  
Year 11:
• At least 85% in Advanced 

Mathematics
• Learning skills and work habits 

averaging 4 or more across all 
subjects

• Exemplary record of submission 
of work

 A small number of high achieving 
students who demonstrate excellent 
learning skills and work habits may 
apply to study other VCE Unit 3 and 
4 sequences without the study of 
VCE Units 1 and 2. Students need 
to discuss the viability of particular 
subjects with the Learning Area 
Leader or subject teacher.

STUDENT ACCELERATION POLICY GIFTED OVERVIEW
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ACCELERATION POLICY YEAR 11 & YEAR 12 STUDENT ACCELERATION POLICY GIFTED OVERVIEW

Purpose

The Student Acceleration Policy 
ensures that John Paul College 
responds authentically to the needs 
of gifted students. The Policy sets 
out the principles and processes 
to be followed when considering 
an accelerated learning plan for 
individual students. It provides a 
uniform approach to decision-making 
across all MACS Schools regarding 
acceleration of students who are 
gifted; while allowing school-based 
flexibility in selecting an appropriate 
acceleration model. To ensure the dual 
goals of the Melbourne Declaration 
(2008) of equity and excellence, 
gifted students must have access to 
appropriate opportunities to flourish 
in pursuit of excellence. All decisions 
must be based upon the specific 
needs of an individual student.

Once accepted into the program the 
student should begin looking for a 
placement where they can complete 
their Structured Workplace Learning 
(SWL).  

Scope

 This Policy applies to all students of 
MACS Schools who are identified 
as gifted.

 This Policy acknowledges that all 
students are different and that for 
some students curriculum differen-
tiation may require the application 
of acceleration to meet their 
individual needs.

 Consultation, support and access 
to resources are available to assist 
Learning Diversity staff in the 
Regional Offices in identifying gifted 
students, assessing specific needs 
and in making appropriate program 
recommendations to teachers and 
practitioners.

John Paul College is a school which operates with  
the consent of the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne  
and is owned, operated and governed by Melbourne  
Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS), where  
formation and education are based on the principles 
of Catholic doctrine, and where the teachers are  
outstanding in true doctrine and uprightness of life.
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Rationale

Excellence requires all students 
including those who are gifted to 
have access to a curriculum that 
encourages high expectations. 
Students who are gifted benefit from 
rigorous, relevant and engaging 
learning opportunities (ACARA). A 
range of acceleration options should 
be considered to best meet the 
individual needs of these students. 
Acceleration generally occurs on entry 
into school and across year groups 
from Foundation to Year 10. Consid-
eration should be given to distinctions 
in individual learning needs, 
strengths, talents, and interests and 
to differences in aptitudes across 
a variety of domains. Decisions to 
accelerate a student must be based 
on their best interest. 

Acceleration options may include but 
are not limited to one or a combination 
of the following:

 Subject-based acceleration.
Differentiation within one or more 
curriculum areas

 Year level-based acceleration. 
For one or more curriculum areas

 Accelerated / Year 13 classes.
Usually partnered with a university

 Advanced placement (AP)  
courses. Usually offered to a small 
group / class of students

 Compacted curriculum. Usually a 
whole school decision

 Education courses provided by 
an outside organisation. Usually in 
lieu of the regular curriculum

 Mentorship/Coaching.  
Usually within school time and 
subject specific

 Multiyear classes. Usually two year 
levels together allowing students to 
work at either year level 

Note: Additional guidelines for 
selecting and administering these 
acceleration options may be  
found in the document Gifted and 
Talented Students: A Resource  
Guide for Teachers in Victorian 
Catholic Schools (2019).

STUDENT ACCELERATION POLICY GIFTED OVERVIEW
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Principles

There are approximately 3.8 million 
Australians of school age (≈ 10%) 
who are deemed to be gifted (DET, 
2018). Of these, it is estimated that 
14% (compared to 4% in the general 
population) may also have a learning 
disability (Wormald, 2015). To achieve 
their potential, students who are gifted 
may require enrichment and extension 
activities, together with learning 
support.

Applying a model of acceleration in 
addition to other appropriate supports, 
can empower high-ability students to 
achieve excellence.

Students who are gifted are 
considered to display characteristics 
at home and school that are signifi-
cantly above the average for their 
age. Catholic education is committed 
to enabling all students to achieve 
their potential by providing appropriate 
opportunities through a range of 
flexible acceleration options for these 
students. 

The Student Acceleration Policy 
supports the Catholic faith by 
celebrating each student’s uniqueness 
and embracing all students as 
respected and valued members of 
the learning community. This Policy 
acknowledges that local pastoral 
discretion is an important element 
of decision-making with regard to 
student acceleration.

The Student Acceleration Policy is 
underpinned by the Disability Discrim-
ination Act 1992 (Cth) (DDA) and the 
associated Disability Standards for 
Education (2005) (Cth).

ACCELERATION
Progressing through the regular curriculum at a faster pace than other 
students of the same chronological age.

GIFTEDNESS
Students who exhibit high ability, creativity and task commitment with an 
intelligent quotient ≥130.

UNDERACHIEVEMENT
Gifted students who are achieving less than their potential.

TWICE EXCEPTIONALITY
Gifted students who also experience a learning difficulty in one or more 
areas. 

Definitions
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 The Principal, having considered 
fully the views of all stakeholders 
and in the best interests of the 
student and College community 
will make the final recommen-
dation about an appropriate form of 
acceleration.

 Parents or guardians will be 
advised formally through a  
documented letter.

 Parents or guardians are required to 
sign a consent form to confirm the 
proposed acceleration.

Right of Challenge of a Decision

 Parents or guardians should 
be advised of their rights if they 
disagree with a decision made by 
John Paul College. 

 Confidentiality, protection of  
privacy, respect, access, dignity  
and impartiality should form  
the basis of any complainant’s  
resolution process.

  Initially, concerns should be 
discussed with the Principal of John 
Paul College to resolve the issue 
(refer to the School’s Complaints 
Handling Policy).

 If unresolved, the complaints 
resolution process should be  
followed by John Paul College 
Complaints Handling Policy.

Note: 
The best interests of the school 
community will generally exceed 
those of any individual.

Procedures 
Establishment of Acceleration 
Committee

 John Paul College has established 
a committee to review all 
applications for acceleration.

 This committee consist of  
Deputy Principals, Head of Senior 
and Middle School Learning and 
Pastoral Coordinators.

 Minutes wil be kept of these 
meetings.

Identification of Student as Gifted

 Evidence is to be provided of 
student’s gifted ability in one or 
more curriculum areas.

 Student must have been assessed 
as having a full scale intelligence 
quotient of ≥130.

 Additional formal assessments are 
to be sought if appropriate. 

 For early entry, students must 
meet the VRQA Guidelines 
for the Minimum Standards 
and Requirements for School 
Registration and complete the 
MACS Enrolment Policy  
Minimum Age Exemption  
Application.

Recommending Decisions

 Parents or guardians will be  
considered as partners during the 
process.

 Where appropriate the student 
themselves should be involved in 
the decision-making process.

 Consideration must be given to 
any social or emotional effects and 
cultural needs that may transpire as 
an outcome of the decision.

 A timeframe should be developed 
to review the effectiveness of the 
implementation of any acceleration 
program. 

SUBJECT SELECTION ELECTIVE CHOICE
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In Year 9

Students have the opportunity to 
study a number of elective subjects, 
in addition to the core subjects. 
Students have an opportunity in early 
July to submit their preferences for 
the elective subjects that they wish to 
undertake for the following year.

Students must select a total of four 
units of elective studies. The unit 
value of a subject depends on the 
length of the subject:

 If a subject runs for one semester, it 
counts for one unit if a subject runs for 
the whole year, it counts for two units.

 Students are able to select any 
combination of semester/ year-long 
subjects, provided the total value of 
their elective selections is four units. 

In Year 10

Year 10, students have the 
opportunity to study a number of 
elective subjects, in addition to the 
core subjects. Students will have an 
opportunity in July to submit their 
preferences for the elective subjects 
that they wish to undertake.

Students need to select four units of 
elective subjects. If a subject runs for 
one semester, it counts for one unit, if 
a subject runs for a full year,  
it counts for two units.

Every effort will be made to ensure 
that students receive their first 
preferences. 

In VCE & VCE VM

The selection of VCE or VCE VM as 
a course of study needs to be based 
upon the student’s interests, academ-
ic achievements and desired tertiary 
course and career options.

Students entering VCE or VCE VM 
should plan a two-year course (or 
three-year course if commencing the 
VCE in Year 10). The College Careers 
Adviser should also be consulted to 
further discuss pathways and advise 
in regard to course prerequisites. 

Students entering VCE VM should 
plan a two- year course, in order to 
complete their chosen VET course by 
the end of Year 12. Those students 
selecting VET in Year 10 must also 
plan for Year 12 in terms of additional 
VET offerings or further placement 
hours.
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Online Procedures

Students in Years 8-11 will receive 
an email in Term 3 to choose their 
subjects for the following year through 
the Web Preferences Student Portal.

The Careers Centre provides the  
latest information that will help  
students make decisions about their 
future career and life beyond school. 
Students can use the John Paul 
College Careers website to locate 
University, TAFE and any other 
type of course across Australia, get 
information about VCE, search for job 
vacancies and much more. 

Students will be offered careers  
programs throughout Years 9 and 10. 

Students in Year 10 and VCE will be 
offered careers counselling to ensure 
they are supported in selecting their 
VCE or VCE VM program.

Subject Selection and Careers Expo

In Term 3 each year, the College 
offers both students and parents the 
opportunity to learn more information 
about subject pathways and electives.

The Subject Selection and Careers 
Expo allows students and parents 
to connect with teachers to discuss 
detailed subject and elective 
overviews, pathway choices, senior 
career options and support the 
subject selection process. The Expo is 
suitable for students in all year levels 
with a greater focus for students 
currently in Years 8 to 12. 

Accessing the Expo allows students, 
along with their families, to make 
informed decisions regarding their 
subjects for the following year.

www.johnpaulcareers.com

SUBJECT PATHWAYS MIDDLE SCHOOL YEAR 7 to YEAR 9

36



SUBJECT SELECTION ELECTIVE CHOICE SUBJECT PATHWAYS MIDDLE SCHOOL YEAR 7 to YEAR 9

CORE UNITS

 English 
 Mathematics 
  Science 
 Humanities 
 Music 
 Physical Education 
 Religious Education 
 Italian 
 Futures 

ELECTIVE UNITS 
Semester Based
 Health
 Music
 Visual Communication and  

Design
 Studio Arts
 Theatre Studies
 Product Design and  

Technology

YEAR 7

CORE UNITS

 English 
 Mathematics 
 Science 
 Humanities
 Music 
 Physical Education 
 Drama 
 Religious Education 
 Italian
 Futures 

ELECTIVE UNITS 
Semester Based

 Health
 Music
 Studio Arts
 Theatre Studies
 Visual Communication and   

Design
 Digital Technologies
 Food Studies
 Product Design and  
Technology

YEAR 8

CORE UNITS

 English
 Mathematics* (pick one)
• Advanced Mathematics
• Core Mathematics
• Consolidation Mathematics

 Health/PE
 Humanities
 Science
 Religious Education
 Futures 
 An additional four semester 

based elective units

YEAR 9

* The student’s level is determined by  
Year 8 academic results.
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INNOVATION IN THE CURRICULUM 

Futures

This subject invites students to 
explore a design thinking process to 
research and develop solutions to 
contemporary problems.  Throughout 
the subject students build their ICT, 
problem solving and research skills.  
Futures develops students critical 
thinking, creativity, curiosity and 
collaboration skills. Students have 
agency in this subject by researching 
an area of interest to develop a 
solution.  Students may investigate an 
environmental, technological, or social 
problem. Students provide ongoing 
reflection throughout the subject.

The subject exposes students 
to a range of engagement 
modes, encouraging creative 
and experimental approaches to 
expression and communication.
Students are assessed by the 
development of their capabilities, 
presenting their solution and the 
stages of the design thinking 
processes.

STEAM Week

The College provides an educational 
and interactive STEAM Week for 
Year 7 and 8 students, designed to 
provide them with the foundation to 
succeed both at school and in their 
years ahead. The sessions throughout 
the week will develop students’ 
capabilities in critical and creative 
thinking, collaboration and ethical 
decision making. Students will be able 
to select from experiences that are 
core to STEAM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Maths to solve 
challenges and problems. Students 
use design thinking process of 
imagining possible solutions through 
research, design, making, testing, and 
improving viable solutions.

External presenters from large  
organisations such as Adobe and She 
Maps are invited to STEAM week to 
engage with our students. 

INNOVATION IN THE CURRICULUM
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SUBJECT PATHWAYS SENIOR SCHOOL YEAR 10 to YEAR 12

Overview

The Senior School Curriculum at 
John Paul College has been designed 
to support students choosing 
pathways for success in VCE or 
VCE VM Students are supported by 
specialist VCE and VCE VM teachers 
who ensure that students achieve 
academic excellence as well as 
building positive relationships with 
students. 

The Year 10 Learning Program 
allows students to explore personal 
interests and develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding in 
increasingly sophisticated ways and 
provides opportunities for students to 
continue sequential development of 
learning undertaken in Year 9. Year 
10 students have the opportunity to 
study a number of elective subjects, 
(including VET courses), in addition to 
the core subjects. 

Students who consistently achieve 
high academic results and 
demonstrate excellent work habits 
may be approved to study a VCE Unit 
1 and 2 course in Year 10.

Students are encouraged to plan 
their subject or pathway choices 
as a three-year program to ensure 
academic excellence can be 
achieved.

Students in Year 11 and 12 elect 
to study the Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE) or the Victorian 
Certificate of Education Vocational 
Major (VCE VM). The Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA) administer these two senior 
secondary certificates. Students may 
also choose to undertake a Vocational 
Education Training  (VET) program 
as part of their senior secondary 
certificate.

SUBJECT PATHWAYS SENIOR SCHOOL YEAR 10 to YEAR 12
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SUBJECT PATHWAYS SENIOR SCHOOL YEAR 10 to YEAR 12 SUBJECT PATHWAYS SENIOR SCHOOL YEAR 10 to YEAR 12

COMPULSORY

 VCE Unit 1 & 2 
Religion and Society 

 English* 
• Core
• Consolidation

 Mathematics* 
• Advanced Mathematics
• Core Mathematics
• Consolidation Mathematics

 Science electives 
(Semester one or two)

 PE/Health
 Humanities Electives 

(Semester one or two)

ELECTIVE
 Four semester based  

elective units, can include:
• VET Subject
• Accelerated  

Year 11 Subject*

YEAR 10

COMPULSORY
 VCE Units 1 & 2 

English and/ or Literature
 Religious Education 

(Students pick one)
• School Based RE
• CSYMA and ACU Youth 

Academy Program. A two 
year program over Years 
11 and 12.

• VCE Religion and Society 
Units 3 & 4

ELECTIVE
 Five semester based  

elective units, can include:
• Five VCE subjects

YEAR 11

COMPULSORY
 VCE Unit 3 & 4 

English and/or Literature
 Religious Education 

(Students pick one)
• A School Based Religious 

Education Course
• ACU Youth Academy  

Program
• VCE Religion and Society 

Units 3 & 4. Also available 
to ACU Youth Academy 
Program students.

ELECTIVE
 Four semester based  

elective units, can include:
• Four VCE subjects
• Three VCE subjects 

for students studying VCE 
Religion and Society Units 
3 & 4

YEAR 12 Application Requirements

VET
 Approval and application 

required 

Accelerated Year 11
 Approval and application 

are required

VCE Religion and Society
 Approval and application 

are required

VCE English/Literature
 Approved from Head of  

Languages and application 
are required

CSYMA and ACU Youth 
Academy Program
 Online application required

ACU Youth Academy
 Student must complete the 

Year 11 program

* The student’s level is determined by Year 9 academic results.
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THE ARTS SUBJECT PATHWAY

Media Studies  
Units 3 & 4

Media Studies  
Units 1 & 2Media Studies 

Art Making and 
Exhibiting
Units 3 & 4

Studio Arts 
Art Making and 

Exhibiting
Units 1 & 2

Studio Arts Studio Arts Studio Arts

Theatre Studies 
Units 3 & 4Theatre Studies Theatre Studies 

Units 1 & 2Theatre Studies Theatre Studies Theatre Studies 

Music Contemporary 
Performance 
Units 3 & 4 

Music 
Music Contemporary 

Performance 
Units 1 & 2 

Music Music Performance Music Industry  
& Performance

Media Studies 

Semester Based Subject Semester Based Subject Semester Based Electives Semester Based Electives Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Visual  
Communication Design 

Units 3 & 4

Visual  
Communication Design 

Units 1 & 2

Visual  
Communication Design

Visual  
Communication Design

Visual  
Communication Design

Visual  
Communication Design

Dance

THE ARTS YEAR 7

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12
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THE ARTS SUBJECT PATHWAY THE ARTS YEAR 7

MUSIC 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
In Year 7 Music students gain 
a deeper understanding of the 
elements of music and enhance their 
understanding of the musical traditions 
that have shaped the expression of 
culture locally, nationally and globally.  

Key concepts
• Students learn to identify aspects 

and elements of music, including 
genres, tempos, instrumentation, 
rhythms, and textures. 

• They listen to a variety of genres 
and choose a song to present to the 
class, describing the use of these 
elements in their chosen song. 

• Students also cover musical 
terminology, rhythmic and pitch 
notation on a stave, and have the 
opportunity to learn a piece of music 
on piano. 

In the Arts students 
experiment with a range 
of art materials and create 
personal artworks that 
express their own meaning 
and message. Students will 
also build an understanding 
of how artists communicate 
their ideas. Students work 
with a range of artforms 
which include: Drawing, 
Painting, Printmaking, 
Photography, Digital Media, 
Sculpture, Textiles, Film/
Video, Installation and 
Mixed Media.

45



THE ARTS YEAR 7

Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students explore existing designs 
to interpret and respond with critical 
and creative thinking to produce 
their own solutions. Students 
familiarise themselves with using 
Adobe Illustrator and SketchUp 
software. They respond to a design 
brief by conducting research, 
developing ideas and creating a final 
presentation. 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN THEATRE STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
In Year 7 Theatre Studies students 
cover performance, physical comedy, 
mime, and script interpretation. 

Key concepts
• They are introduced to ways of 

collaborating to devise a group 
performance, using characters 
and plots from fairy tales or other 
recognizable cultural sources. 

• Students develop expressive skills 
such as movement, gesture and facial 
expression, and explore the use of 
exaggeration and timing to enhance 
comical aspects of performance 

• Students work towards the 
completion of a script, exploring 
ways to characterise using voice 
and other learned techniques. 

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments

STUDIO ARTS 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students explore visual arts practices 
as inspiration to develop themes, 
concepts or ideas in artworks. They 
demonstrate the use of drawing, 
painting, printmaking and clay 
modelling. Students learn to identify 
and analyse artworks from different 
cultures, times and places and how 
ideas are interpreted by audiences. 

Key concepts
•  Students look at artists from 

different cultures and follow creative 
techniques and processes to create 
final artworks.

• Students will explore clay modelling, 
lino printing and painting

Assessment
• Mythical Creatures 
• Indigenous Australian Art Mandalas

Key concepts
• Students will create an environmental 

design that includes manual drawing 
methods to increase drawing skills. 

• Students will create a communication 
design that includes manual and 
digital drawing methods.

• Students will create an Industrial 
design that includes manual drawing 
methods and develop their design 
thinking skills. 

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments

THE ARTS YEAR 8
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THE ARTS YEAR 7 THE ARTS YEAR 8

MUSIC 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students study the music and 
musicians of the 1950s – 1980s and 
complete a research assignment on  
a musician or band of their choice 
from this era. 

Key concepts
• They learn how to compose a song 

utilising a basic chord progression, 
looking at lyrical structure, melodic 
creation, and performance and 
recording skills. 

• Students build on music theory, 
developing their understanding of 
rhythmic structures, tone and pitch, 
and their fluency in reading notes on 
the stave. 

• Students’ active participation in 
music fosters understanding of other 
times, places, cultures and contexts.

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments

STUDIO ARTS
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students identify, analyse and 
evaluate how other artists use 
materials, techniques, technologies, 
processes and visual conventions to 
express ideas and convey meaning. 
They plan and make their art works in 
response to exploration of techniques, 
technologies and processes used in 
the work of other artists. Students 
demonstrate the use of materials, 
techniques, processes, visual 
conventions and technologies to 
express ideas and convey meaning 
in their artworks. Students identify 
and describe artworks and exhibitions 
from different cultures, times and 
places and how ideas are interpreted 
by audiences.  

Key concepts
• Explore visual arts practices as 

inspiration to develop themes,  
concepts or ideas in artworks. 

• Experiment with materials, 
techniques and processes in a 
range of art forms to express ideas 
and themes in artworks. 

• Create and display artworks,  
describing how ideas are expressed 
to an audience. 

Assessments
• Dream Car Drawing 
• Cultural Mask 
• Descriptive Report
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THE ARTS YEAR 8

Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students explore existing designs 
to interpret and respond with critical 
and creative thinking to produce 
their own solutions. Students focus 
on processes and techniques for 
particular audiences and specific 
purposes. Students familiarise 
themselves with using Adobe 
Illustrator and SketchUp software. 
They respond to a design brief by 
conducting research, developing 
ideas and creating a final presentation 
that effectively communicates their 
intended meaning. 

Key concepts
• Students discuss and explore the 

Graphic Design field. They trial  
and apply suitable methods, media 
and materials, design elements 
and design principles to create and 
present a final presentation.  

• Students discuss and explore the 
Architecture and Interior Design 
field. While following the design 
process, students use manual 
and digital 3D drawing methods in 
the creation of a final perspective 
drawing presentation. 

• Students design and draw using 
manual drawing methods and 
design thinking. 

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments

THEATRE STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students develop their creative and 
expressive capacities through the 
study of different practices, disciplines 
and traditions that have shaped the 
dramatic expression of culture locally, 
nationally and globally. 

Key concepts
• They explore ways to communicate 

ideas to an audience using physical 
theatre, and apply techniques to 
execute transformations of time, 
place, character, and object. 

• Students develop a theatrical brief 
outlining a design idea for a new 
time and place to set Romeo and 
Juliet. They also develop and 
perform their own original script 
based on real people and events 
using learned expressive techniques. 

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 

THE ARTS YEAR 9 
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THE ARTS YEAR 8 THE ARTS YEAR 9 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Learning involves students using their 
voices, instruments and technology  
as they make and respond to 
music independently and in small 
groups, and with their teachers and 
communities. They explore music 
as an art form through listening, 
composing and performing, 
developing a personal voice as 
composers, performers and audience. 

Students draw on music from a range 
of cultures, times and locations, and 
evaluate performers and composer’s 
success in communicating ideas, 
intentions and the use of performance 
conventions and technical and 
expressive skills in music they listen 
to and perform.  

Key concepts
• Live Music Performance or  

Industry Research 
• Music Language 
• Music Investigation 

Assessments
• Folio and Practical Assessments

STUDIO ARTS 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students identify, analyse and 
evaluate how other artists use 
materials, techniques, technologies, 
processes and visual conventions to 
express ideas and convey meaning. 
They plan and make their art works in 
response to exploration of techniques, 
technologies and processes used in 
the work of other artists. Students 
identify and describe artworks and 
exhibitions from different cultures, 
times and places and how ideas are 
interpreted by audiences. 

Key concepts
• Explore visual art practice as  

inspiration to develop ideas in 
Skateboard Art and Painting. 

• Express ideas and convey meaning 
in their Artwork. 

• Identify and interpret artworks. 
• Experiment with materials, 

techniques and processes to realise 
their intentions in art works. 

Assessments
• Skateboard as Art 
• Still life Drawing 
• Analyse and Interpret Art
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students create visual communications 
in response to given design briefs 
from the three fields of design 
(Communication, Industrial and 
Environmental). Analysis of visual 
communications is completed. 
Students utilise all six stages of the 
design process including design 
brief, research, idea generation, idea 
development and idea refinement 
as well as 2D and 3D printed final 
presentations. Students develop their 
practical design skills and design 
thinking abilities while considering 
sustainable practices. Freehand, 
perspective and instrumental drawing 
skills are established as well as 
understanding of the design elements 
and principles. In the development 
of final presentations students use 
various media, methods and materials 
including Adobe Illustrator, Adobe 
Photoshop and SketchUp.  

Assessment
• Communication  

Logo Design and Packaging 
• Industrial  

Product Design and 3D Printing 
• Environmental Design  

Cubby House Design

THEATRE STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students develop more sophisticated 
approaches to making and responding 
to drama independently, in small 
groups, and with their teachers 
and communities. They continue to 
explore drama as an art form through 
improvisation, scripted drama, 
rehearsal and performance.

Key concepts
• Students refine and extend their 

understanding and use of role, 
character, relationships and situation. 

• They extend the use of voice and 
movement to sustain belief in 
character. 

• They maintain focus and manipulate 
space and time, language, 
ideas and dramatic action. They 
experiment with mood and 
atmosphere, use devices such as 
contrast, juxtaposition and dramatic 
symbol and modify production 
elements to suit different audiences. 

• Students continue to engage with 
diverse performance styles and 
ways of presenting drama. They 
explore and drama from a range 
of cultures, times and locations as 
sources of ideas for their practice.

Assessment
• According to their contribution to 

ensemble performances
• A written record of their creative 

process in the form of a folio

THE ARTS YEAR 9 THE ARTS YEAR 9
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THE ARTS YEAR 9 THE ARTS YEAR 9

MEDIA STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students develop and refine media 
production skills to integrate and 
shape the technical and symbolic 
elements in images, sounds and 
text to represent a story and convey 
meaning through deliberate stylistic 
choices. They draw from acquired 
understanding of editing, special 
effects, lighting, camera angles and 
framing, music and sounds developed 
practically and theoretically through 
the study of film in order to produce 
their own short film. 

Students will work with Adobe 
Premier Pro, and will also apply 
concepts of composition, colour and 
lighting through the development 
of photographic techniques and 
manipulation skills using Adobe 
Photoshop.

Key concepts
• Media Production
• Film Analysis
• SLR and Photoshop

Assessment
• Folio and Practical Assessments

DANCE 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Understanding and use of the elements 
of dance (space, time, dynamics and 
relationships) to communicate ideas 
and intentions. They extend their 
ability to use technical and expressive 
skills safely performing within their 
own body capabilities and working 
safely in dance spaces and groups.

As they make and respond to dance 
students draw on dances from a 
range of cultures, times and locations 
and reflect on the development of 
traditional and contemporary dance 
styles and how choreographers can 
be identified through the style of their 
choreography. Students extend their 
exploration of ways that they and 
others nurture, develop and sustain 
dance practice.

Key concepts
• Movement styles and  

element of dance
• Choreographic intent
• Technical Dance Skills
• Expressive Dance Skills
• Genres of Dance

Assessment
• Group Performance
• Solo Performance
• Written Analysis of existing 

choreography

51



THE ARTS YEAR 10

MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Learning in Music involves students 
using their voices, instruments and 
technology as they make and respond 
to music independently and in small 
groups, and with their teachers 
and communities. Students explore 
music through listening, composing/
performing, developing a personal 
voice as composers, performers  
and audience.

Key concepts
• Students continue to develop their 

listening skills as they build on 
their understanding and use of the 
elements of music. They extend 
their understanding and use of more 
complex performance techniques, 
compositional devices and forms 
and explore styles and genres in 
greater depth. They build on their 
understanding of how musicians 
communicate with audiences in solo 
and ensemble contexts.  

• Students maintain safety, correct 
posture and technique in using 
voice, instruments and technologies. 

 • They evaluate performers’ and 
composers’ success in communi-
cating ideas intentions and the use 
of performance conventions and 
technical and expressive skills in 
music they listen to and perform. 

• They identify characteristics of 
performance styles and genres and 
learn about ways that musicians 
influence and challenge ideas and 
contribute to cultural expression 
in their local communities and at 
national and international levels. 

Assessment
• These assessments will include 

written assignments, class presen-
tations and performances, and an 
end of semester examination.

STUDIO ARTS 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students analyse and evaluate 
how artists communicate ideas and 
convey meaning in artworks. They 
identify the influences of other artists 
and analyse connections between 
techniques, processes and visual 
conventions in artworks to develop 
their own art practice. Students select, 
and manipulate materials, techniques, 
processes, visual conventions and 
technologies to express ideas and 
viewpoints in their artworks. Finally, 
students analyse and evaluate 
artworks and exhibitions from different 
cultures, times and places, and 
discuss how ideas and beliefs are 
interpreted by audiences. 

Key concepts
• Explore visual arts practices and 

styles as inspiration to develop a 
personal style, explore, express 
ideas, concepts and themes in  
art works. 

• Communicate ideas and convey 
meaning in their drawings, paintings 
and photographs. 

• Identify influences from 
contemporary artists ideas, style 
and use of material and techniques. 

• Analyse, discussions and evaluate 
artworks from historical and cultural 
context. 

Assessment
• Self Portrait and Studio Practice 
• Comparison Essay 
• Surreal Landscape and  

Studio Process 
• Semester Exam 

THE ARTS YEAR 10 
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THE ARTS YEAR 10 THE ARTS YEAR 10 

Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students are introduced to 
contemporary designers and practice. 
They analyse visual communications 
from different historical, social and 
cultural contexts. Students respond to 
engaging design briefs from the three 
design fields and develop a folio of 
work including the six stages of the 
design process. They develop a high 
level of visual communication skills 
including digital design skills, design 
thinking, two and three-dimensional 
drawing techniques and conventions.

Students manipulate design elements 
and principles, materials, methods, 
media and technologies to realise their  
concepts and ideas. Final presentation 
skills are enhanced with the production 
of two and three-dimensional finished 
pieces using Adobe Illustrator, Adobe 
Photoshop and SketchUp and model 
making techniques.  

Assessment
• Communication:  

Corporate Branding Design 
• Industrial:  

Product Design 
• Environmental Design:  

Tiny Sustainable Building Design

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN THEATRE STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students develop more sophisticated 
approaches to interpreting scripts, in 
small groups, and with their teachers 
and communities. They continue to 
explore drama as an art form through 
improvisation, scripted drama, 
rehearsal and performance.

Students refine and extend their 
understanding and use of role, 
character, relationships and situation. 
They extend the use of voice and 
movement to sustain belief in 
character. They maintain focus 
and manipulate space and time, 
language, ideas and dramatic action. 
They experiment with direction and 
stagecraft in order to manipulate 
mood and atmosphere to suit different 
audiences. They explore a range of 
Theatre Styles as sources of ideas for 
their practice. 

Students maintain safety in drama 
and in interaction with other actors 
and extend their exploration of ways 
that they and others nurture, develop 
and sustain drama practice. 

Assessment
• Their contribution to ensemble 

performances
• Maintaining a written record of  

their creative process in the form  
of a folio
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THE ARTS YEAR 10 

MEDIA STUDIES 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students explore the characteristics 
and construction of media narratives 
to understand how audiences engage 
with a range of texts. Through the 
study of film and photography, these 
units give the students the opportunity 
to create their own short films and 
photographic pieces using skills and 
knowledge gained in the various 
stages of production. 

They analyse and evaluate how 
technical and symbolic elements are 
manipulated in media artworks to 
challenge representations framed by 
social beliefs and values in different 
community and institutional contexts. 

Students investigate the relationship 
between emerging and pre-existing 
media forms, products and institutions, 
and evaluate impact of developments 
on individuals, society and culture.  

Key concepts
• The use of techniques, materials, 

processes and technologies 
• Applying critical and creative 

thinking and analytical skills 
• Understanding media social, cultural 

and industry practices 
• Engagement with the characteristics 

and construction of media narratives

Assessment
• Film Analysis Extended Responses 
• Genre Showcase Production 
• New Media Video Essay 
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Scope Of Study

The media is ubiquitous in today’s 
world. Working on a personal, local, 
national and global level, media is 
deeply embedded within life and 
culture. It entertains, teaches, informs, 
and shapes audiences’ perception 
of their lives and the worlds in which 
they live.

Stories in all their forms are at the 
heart of the media and its relationship 
with audiences. Through stories 
narratives are constructed that 
engage, and are read, by audiences. 
Representations of ideas, realities 
and imagination are constructed 
and deconstructed, remixed and 
reimagined with ever increasing 
technological sophistication, ease and 
speed to engage audiences.

Developments in technologies have 
transformed media at a rapid pace. 
The interplay between print and 
broadcast media and multinational- 
networked database platforms has 
enabled creative communication 

opportunities and reworked notions  
of key media concepts including 
audiences, forms and products, 
storytelling, influence, institutions  
and industries.

Students examine how and why 
the media constructs and reflects 
reality and how audiences engage 
with,consume, read, create and 
produce media products. 

Rationale

This study provides students with the 
opportunity to examine the media 
in both historical and contemporary 
contexts while developing skills in 
media design and production in a 
range of media forms.

VCE Media provides students with 
the opportunity to analyse media 
concepts, forms and products in an 
informed and critical way. Students 
consider narratives, technologies and 
processes from various perspectives 
including an analysis of structure 

and features. They examine debates 
about the media’s role in contributing 
to and influencing society. Students 
integrate these aspects of the study 
through the individual design and 
production of their media represen-
tations, narratives and products.

VCE Media supports students to 
develop and refine their planning 
and analytical skills, critical and 
creative thinking and expression, 
and to strengthen their communi-
cation skills and technical knowledge. 
Students gain knowledge and skills 
in planning and expression valuable 
for participation in and contribution 
to contemporary society. This 
study leads to pathways for further 
theoretical and/or practical study at 
tertiary level or in vocational education 
and training settings; including 
screen and media, marketing and 
advertising, games and interactive 
media, communication and writing, 
graphic and communication design, 
photography and animation. 

THE ARTS VCE MEDIA

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Media forms,  
representations and  
Australian stories

Unit 2: Narrative across  
media forms

Unit 3: Media narratives and 
pre-production

Unit 4: Media production and 
issues in the media

THE ARTS VCE MUSIC CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE
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THE ARTS VCE MEDIA

Scope Of Study

VCE Music is based on active 
engagement in all aspects of 
music. Students develop and refine 
musicianship skills and knowledge 
and develop critical awareness 
of their relationship with music as 
listeners, performers, creators and 
music makers. Students explore, 
reflect on and respond to the music 
they listen to, create and perform. 
They analyse and evaluate live and 
recorded performances and learn 
to incorporate, adapt and interpret 
musical practices from diverse 
cultures, times and locations into their 
own learning about music as both a 
social and cultural practice. Students 
study and practise ways of effectively 
communicating and expressing 
musical ideas to an audience as 
performers and composers, and 
respond to musical works as an 
audience. Their developed knowledge 
and skills provide a practical 
foundation for students to compose, 
arrange, interpret, reimagine, 

improvise, recreate and critique music 
in an informed manner.

Rationale

Through performance, students sing 
and play music, demonstrating their 
knowledge and practical music skills 
through refining solo and/or ensemble 
performances. Students realise music 
ideas through the demonstration and 
interpretation of music elements and 
concepts to convey meaning and/or 
emotion to an audience.

Through creating, students explore 
the manipulation of sound, producing 
new music works and arrangements. 
Using the music elements and 
concepts, students apply their 
knowledge and understanding of 
compositional devices to their own 
creations and the works of others. 
Through responding and analysing, 
students investigate and explain the 
use of music elements, concepts and 
compositional devices, and respond 
to music from a variety of contexts, 
styles and genres. 

THE ARTS VCE MUSIC CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Organisation of Sound
Unit 2: Effect in Music
Unit 3: Music Contemporary 

Performance
Unit 4: Music Contemporary 

Performance

They develop knowledge and skills 
in identifying and understanding 
how music is organised, how effect 
is created and how influences and 
cultural contexts are manifested in 
works. 

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
into Units 1, 2 or 3 however student 
learning is optimised by studying 
Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 3. Students 
must undertake Unit 3 and 4 as a 
sequence. Whilst not a requirement, it 
is highly recommended that students 
have been formally learning their 
chosen instrument for several years 
with an Instrumental tutor.
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Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, students 
are advised to study Units 1 and 2  
prior to Unit 3. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Explore, expand and 
investigate 

Unit 2: Understand, develop 
and resolve

Unit 3: Collect, extend and 
connect

Unit 4: Consolidate, present 
and conserve

Scope Of Study

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting 
introduces students to the methods 
used to make artworks and how 
artworks are presented and exhibited. 
Students use inquiry learning to 
explore, develop and refine the use of 
materials, techniques and processes 
and to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the ways artworks 
are made.  

They learn how art elements and art 
principles are used to create aesthetic 
qualities in artworks and how ideas 
are communicated through the use of 
visual language. Their knowledge and 
skills evolve through the experience 
of making and presenting their own 
artworks and through the viewing and 
analysis of artworks by other artists. 

Visiting and viewing exhibitions and 
displays of artwork is a necessary 
part of this study. It helps students 
understand how artworks are 
displayed and exhibitions are curated. 

Rationale

Learning in VCE Art Making and 
Exhibiting provides students with 
opportunities to recognise their 
individual potential as artists, 
encourages self-expression and 
creativity, and can build confidence 
and a sense of individual identity. The 
study allows students to explore and 
experiment in creating, developing 
and engaging with the visual arts and 
helps build a strong skill set. Learning 
through, about and in the visual arts 
develops students’ critical thinking 
skills and their ability to interpret the 
worlds they live in.  

By engaging with artworks in different 
galleries, museums, other exhibition 
spaces and site-specific spaces, 
either in person or using online 
content, students have the opportunity 
to view and research artworks and 
artists from local, national and interna-
tional contexts. They also gain an 
understanding of how institutions 
present and display artworks and how 
they work with artists. 

THE ARTS VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING

It also has an influence on the 
students’ own practice and 
encourages them to broaden and 
develop their own ideas and thinking 
around their own art making.  A strong 
focus on the way we respond to 
artworks in galleries, museums, other 
exhibition spaces and site-specific 
spaces is integral to study and 
research in VCE Art Making and 
Exhibiting.  

THE ARTS VCE THEATRE STUDIES
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THE ARTS VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING

Scope Of Study

In VCE Theatre Studies students 
interpret scripts from the pre-modern 
era to the present day and produce 
theatre for audiences. Through 
practical and theoretical engagement 
with scripts they gain an insight 
into the origins and development 
of theatre and the influences of 
theatre on cultures and societies. 
Students apply dramaturgy and 
work in the production roles of actor, 
director and designer, developing an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
role and place of theatre practitioners.

Throughout the study, students work 
individually and collaboratively in 
various production roles to creatively 
and imaginatively interpret scripts 
and to plan, develop and present 
productions. Students study the 
contexts – the times, places and 
cultures – of these scripts, as well as 
their language. They experiment with 
different possibilities for interpreting 
scripts and apply ideas and concepts 
in performance to an audience. They 

examine ways that meaning can be 
constructed and conveyed through 
theatre performance. Students 
consider their audiences and in their 
interpretations incorporate knowledge 
and understanding of audience 
culture, demographic and sensibilities.

Students learn about innovations in 
theatre production across different 
times and places and apply this 
knowledge to their work. Through 
the study of plays and theatre styles, 
and by working in production roles 
to interpret scripts, students develop 
knowledge and understanding of 
theatre, its conventions and the 
elements of theatre composition. 
Students analyse and evaluate the 
production of professional theatre 
performances and consider the 
relationship to their own theatre 
production work. Students learn about 
and demonstrate an understanding 
of safe, ethical, and responsible 
personal and interpersonal practices 
in theatre production. 

Rationale

Through the study of VCE Theatre 
Studies students develop, refine and 
enhance their analytical, evaluative 
and critical thinking skills as well as 
their expression, problem-solving, 
collaborative and communication 
skills. They work both individually and 
in collaboration with others to interpret 
scripts. Through study and practice, 
students develop their aesthetic 
sensibility, including an appreciation 
for the art form of theatre, interpretive 
skills, interpersonal skills and theatre 
production skills.

The study of theatre, in all its various 
forms, prepares students for further 
study in theatre production, theatre 
history, communication, writing, 
acting, direction and design at tertiary 
level. VCE Theatre Studies also 
prepares students for further learning 
in vocational educational training 
settings or for industry or community- 
related pathways.

THE ARTS VCE THEATRE STUDIES

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre 
styles and conventions

Unit 2: Modern theatre styles 
and conventions

Unit 3: Producing theatre
Unit 4: Presenting an  

interpretation
Each unit deals with specific 
content contained in areas 
of study and is designed to 
enable students to achieve a 
set of outcomes for that unit. 
Each outcome is described in 
terms of key knowledge and 
key skills.

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, students 
are advised to study Units 1 and 2  
prior to Unit 3. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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Scope Of Study

The Visual Communication Design 
study examines the way visual 
language can be used to convey 
ideas, information and messages 
in the fields of communication, 
environmental and industrial design. 
Designers create and communicate 
through visual means to influence 
everyday life for individuals, 
communities and societies. Visual 
communication design relies on 
drawing as the primary component 
of visual language to support the 
conception and visualisation of ideas. 
Consequently, the study emphasises 
the importance of developing a variety 
of drawing skills to visualise thinking 
and to present potential solutions.

Students employ a design process 
to generate and develop visual 
communications. The design process 
provides a structure to organise 
design thinking and is shaped by 
considerations of aesthetics and 
functionality, as well as social, cultural, 
environmental and economic factors. 

Students develop the skills to 
communicate ideas through manipu-
lation and organisation of design 
elements, design principles, selected 
media, materials and methods of 
production. Creative, critical and 
reflective thinking supports students to 
progress through the design process. 
Throughout the study students 
explore manual and digital methods to 
develop and refine presentations.

During their study students have 
the opportunity to investigate the 
work and practices of contemporary 
designers. Through their research 
they build an understanding of the 
important role of visual communi-
cation design within society. They are 
able to draw upon this knowledge as 
inspiration to support the development 
of their own visual communication 
design work. With practice, students 
gain confidence in using visual 
language and are supported to reflect 
on and critique their own and others’ 
visual communications.

Rationale

Visual communication design can 
inform people’s decisions about where 
and how they live and what they buy 
and consume. The visual presentation 
of information influences people’s 
choices about what they think, what 
they need or want. The study provides 
students with the opportunity to 
develop informed, critical and discrim-
inating approaches to understanding 
and using visual communications, 
and nurtures their ability to think 
creatively about design solutions. 
Design thinking, which involves 
the application of creative, critical 
and reflective techniques, supports 
skill development in areas beyond 
design, including science, business, 
marketing and management.

The rapid acceleration of the 
capabilities and accessibility of digital 
design technologies has brought new 
challenges to visual communication 
design practices. Through the consid-
eration of ethical and environmental 
sustainability issues, students are  

THE ARTS VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN

able to make informed choices that 
affect current and future practices. 
The study of Visual Communication 
Design can provide pathways to 
training and tertiary study in design 
and design-related studies, including 
communication, industrial and fashion 
design, architecture and media.

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, students 
are advised to study Units 1 and 2  
prior to Unit 3. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES SUBJECT PATHWAY

* Please see (page 41) Senior School Pathways for VCE & VET Application Requirements.

English
Units 3 & 4

Literature*
Units 3 & 4

Italian 
Units 3 & 4

English

Italian

English
Units 1 & 2

Literature
Units 1 & 2

Italian* 
Units 1 & 2Italian

English English

Italian

English

Literature 

Italian

Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Year Elective

Semester Based Elective

Year Elective

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES OVERVIEW
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES SUBJECT PATHWAY ENGLISH & LANGUAGES OVERVIEW

Students also utilise the skills and 
knowledge they develop to construct 
their own texts in a range of different 
mediums including written, oral and 
multimodal formats. 

Literature involves a closer and more 
in-depth examination of literary texts 
and teaches students to examine 
these through a range of different 
perspectives, to compare and contrast, 
to consider the historical context and 
examine the relationships between 
texts. Students respond both creatively 
and analytically to the set texts and 
learn to read widely and critically. 

Students also have the opportunity 
to study Italian, where they are 
immersed in the language, culture, 
geography and history of Italy. 
They learn about grammar, develop 
their vocabulary and fluency, and 
participate in a range of engaging 
activities that allow them to better 
understand the language and 
traditions of this fascinating country.

Learning in Languages 
revolves around the 
interconnected domains of 
reading, viewing, writing, 
speaking and listening. 
In English, students 
engage with, discuss 
and respond to a range 
of fiction and non-fiction, 
classic and contemporary 
texts, exploring important 
themes, characters and 
perspectives. 
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ENGLISH 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
The Year 7 English course explores 
a variety of written genres over the 
course of Semester 1, with greatest 
focus on poetry and memoir. Students 
will study a variety of excerpts from 
different text types and will produce 
their own poems and memoirs at 
the culmination of each unit of study. 
The course also includes a strong 
focus on wide reading, with students 
reading novels of their own selection 
and presenting Book Talks at the end 
of Term 1. Students are encouraged 
to choose challenging and diverse 
novels. Spelling, grammar and 
punctuation activities are integrated 
into daily class tasks, with each 
activity being literacy focussed by 
nature.

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 7 ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 7

Reading Program
The Year Seven, Eight and Nine 
Reading Program operates through 
the Resource Centre in collaboration 
with English Teachers, to add value to 
student literacy and promote reading 
engagement and enjoyment.

Students are scheduled for classes 
within the Resource Centre. They 
learn about themselves as readers 
and find out how to choose books 
to suit their own interests and skill 
levels. Students set personal goals 
for their reading and meet with 
teachers to build their reading habits 
for the future. They participate in a 
range of activities to explore social 
influences on reading, analyse texts 
and establish reading motivation 
and stamina.

Year Seven students also receive a 
comprehensive Orientation to Library 
Services at the beginning of the year.

• Students listen for and explain 
different perspectives in texts.  
They understand how the selection 
of a variety of language features can 
influence an audience. They make 
presentations and contribute actively 
to class and group discussions, 
using language features to engage 
the audience.

Assessment
• Wider Reading Record and 

Conferencing/Book Talk 
• Writing Folio: Poetry and Memoir
• Book Talk: Oral Component

Key concepts
• Students will understand how 

text structures can influence 
the complexity of a text and are 
dependent on audience, purpose 
and context. They demonstrate 
understanding of how the choice 
of language features, images and 
vocabulary affects meaning.  
They explain issues and ideas  
from a variety of sources,  
analysing supporting evidence  
and implied meaning. 

• Students understand how the 
selection of a variety of language 
features can influence an audience. 
They understand how to draw on 
personal knowledge, textual analysis 
and other sources to express or 
challenge a point of view. 
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 7

ITALIAN
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Immersing students in a language 
and culture they are unfamiliar with 
expands the scope of their world view. 
The focused study of a new language 
broadens their horizons and creates 
personal, social, and employment 
opportunities. 

Key concepts
• While students are introduced to 

basic grammatical structures, they 
also study the relationship between 
language and culture. In this 
way they learn to identify cultural 
references in texts and consider 
how language communicates 
perspectives and values. 

• They compare Italian with 
languages they are familiar with 
and reflect on cultural experiences, 
including the process of moving 
between languages and cultural 
systems.

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 7

Assessment
• Reading Comprehension
• Cultural Investigation
• Listening 
• Writing 
• Speaking
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ENGLISH 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students at Year 8 explore how 
language, images, vocabulary and 
other design and presentation choices 
impact an audience through the study 
of written and filmed texts. In Semester 
One, Students at Year 8 study a set 
text analysing the themes, and ideas 
as expressed through the characters, 
symbols and events of the text. 
Students then explore and experiment 
with different writing styles through the 
construction of a folio of written work.

In Semester Two, students study a 
set novel then analyse the ways in 
which the film adaptation stays loyal 
to, and/or differs from the original text. 
Students then explore texts related to 
a current issue. They are encouraged 
to question the reliability of sources 
through critical analysis of bias and 
use this understanding of how an 
argument is presented to construct a 
persuasive text. 

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 8

Key concepts
• Students explore how language, 

images, vocabulary and other 
design and presentation choices 
impact on the way texts are 
received and interpreted by their 
audience. They are encouraged to 
question the reliability of sources 
through critical analysis of bias. 

• Students gain a deeper 
understanding of concepts through 
the production of texts using a 
variety of media materials. 

• Selected texts explore a range of 
complex issues in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts. Students consider 
the content and the presentation of 
that content to draw meaning.

Assessment
• Text Response Essay
• Writing Folio
• Oral Presentation
• End of Year Examination

Reading Program
The Year Seven, Eight and Nine 
Reading Program operates through 
the Resource Centre in collaboration 
with English Teachers, to add value to 
student literacy and promote reading 
engagement and enjoyment.

Students are scheduled for classes 
within the Resource Centre. They 
learn about themselves as readers 
and find out how to choose books to 
suit their own interests and skill levels. 
Students set personal goals for their 
reading and meet with teachers to 
build their reading habits for the future. 
They participate in a range of activities 
to explore social influences on 
reading, analyse texts and establish 
reading motivation and stamina.

ITALIAN
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
In Year 8 Italian students build on 
grammatical structures and practical 
vocabulary. They develop their fluency 
in reading, writing, listening and 
speaking basic Italian.

Key concepts
• Through this study students 

develop an understanding of how 
culture shapes and extends their 
understanding of themselves, 
their own heritage, values, beliefs, 
culture and identity by establishing 
connections to another.

• The study of an unfamiliar language 
strengthens intellectual, analytical, 
reflective capabilities, and enhances 
creative and critical thinking.

Assessment
• Reading Comprehension
• Cultural Investigation
• Listening and Writing
• Speaking

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 9
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 8 ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 9

ENGLISH 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Through critical analysis, students 
explore the use of language and 
literary device to gain deeper insight 
into author voice and style, content 
structure, and how a text is open to 
multiple interpretations depending on 
context of time, place, and audience. 
Students learn to utilise a variety 
of language features to effectively 
convey meaning, creating a variety of 
texts to articulate complex ideas. 

Texts chosen for study invite students 
to explore and reflect on their 
personal understanding of the world 
and significant human experience 
to extend them as conscientious, 
considered readers.  

Key concepts
• Reading and Viewing
• Writing
• Speaking and Listening

Assessment
• Text Response Essay
• Writing Folio
• Oral Presentation
• End of Year Examination

Reading Program
The Year Seven, Eight and Nine 
Reading Program operates through 
the Resource Centre in collaboration 
with English Teachers, to add value to 
student literacy and promote reading 
engagement and enjoyment.

Students are scheduled for classes 
within the Resource Centre. They 
learn about themselves as readers 
and find out how to choose books  
to suit their own interests and skill 
levels. Students set personal goals  
for their reading and meet with 
teachers to build their reading habits 
for the future. They participate in a 
range of activities to explore social 
influences on reading, analyse texts 
and establish reading motivation  
and stamina.
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 9

ITALIAN
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students expand their range and 
control of the linguistic systems 
to develop a more sophisticated 
functional vocabulary.

Key concepts
• Students explore intercultural 

experiences, noting the influence of 
technology, media and globalisation 
on language and communication.

• They learn to choose appropriate 
tenses and terms to convey identity 
and create tone. Through a greater 
control of the language structures, 
students become more confident in 
communicating in a range of contexts. 

Assessment
• Reading Comprehension
• Cultural Investigation
• Listening and Writing
• Speaking
• End of Year Examination
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 9 ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 10

CORE ENGLISH 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students examine and evaluate how 
chosen texts make use of structure, 
format, language features, images 
to challenge or subvert conventions. 
They identify and analyse implicit 
or explicit values, beliefs and 
assumptions in texts and how these 
are influenced by purpose and 
likely audience. 

Students will explore a variety of 
written and film texts, exploring the 
manner in which an author’s intent in 
conveyed, and the way language and/
or film techniques create meaning. 

Assessment
• Text Response Essay
• Comparative Text Response
• Writing Folio
• Oral Presentation
• Formal Debate
• Mid and End of Year Examinations

CONSOLIDATION ENGLISH 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Consolidation English, like Core 
English, develops a student’s 
reading and writing skills with a 
view to preparing them for their post 
compulsory learning in year 11. The 
difference, therefore, is in the delivery. 
Alternate texts are used, tasks are 
more significantly scaffolded and task, 
parameters reiterated, in order that 
skills are practiced, and tasks are 
clear. Consolidation English offers an 
opportunity for students to refine their 
key Speaking, Listening, Reading and 
Writing skills. This slower pace has 
proven a great advantage to students 
and enabled them to transition, with 
greater confidence into their senior 
school pathway. 

Entrance into this subject is partly 
based on academic performance, 
and should be a decision made in 
conjunction with your child’s Year 9 
English teacher. 

Assessment
• Creative Response
• Text Response
• Persuasive Writing Piece
• Comparative Response
• Language Analysis Task
• End of Year Examination
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 10

Length: Semester
Unit: 1 

Overview
In this subject, students will be 
exposed to a range of different text 
types and writing styles, to learn the 
skills involved in the close reading of 
texts in preparation for undertaking 
Literature in VCE. They will engage in 
discussions of the historical context 
and language of the texts being 
studied, and examine the views and 
values embedded within the text, 
before responding both analytically 
and creatively. 

Key Concepts 
• Approaches to literature and literary 

perspectives
• Historical context, views and values 

embedded in a text
• Interpreting and analysing texts  

Assessment
• Literary Perspective Essay
• Creative Text Response
• Close Passage Analysis

LITERATURE ITALIAN 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students demonstrate a stronger 
command of the linguistic systems. 
They give presentations, formulate 
and respond to a range  
of questions. They interpret 
information and attitudes in a range 
of informational and imaginative texts. 
They create written texts such as 
descriptions, narratives and recounts 
that convey experiences, ideas  
and emotions.

They reflect on ways in which 
language and culture create 
meanings, and on ways in which 
their own linguistic and cultural 
assumptions come into play in using 
and learning Italian. They recognise 
the role of language and culture in 
shaping experience. 

Assessment
• Reading Comprehension
• Cultural Investigation
• Listening and Writing
• Speaking.

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES VCE ENGLISH

72



ENGLISH & LANGUAGES YEAR 10 ENGLISH & LANGUAGES VCE ENGLISH

Scope Of Study

VCE English focuses on how English 
language is used to create meaning in 
written, spoken and multimodal texts 
of varying complexity.

Rationale

The study of English contributes to 
the development of literate individuals 
capable of critical and creative 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and 
creativity. This study also develops 
students’ ability to create and analyse 
texts, moving from interpretation to 
reflection and critical analysis.

Through engagement with texts  
from the contemporary world and 
from the past, and using texts from 
Australia and from other cultures, 
students studying English become 
confident, articulate and critically 
aware communicators and further 
develop a sense of themselves, their 
world and their place within it. English 
helps equip students for participation 
in a democratic society and the  
global community. 

Key Skills

• Reading. Students are required 
to read four texts in Year 11 and 
four texts in Year 12. These range 
from poetry to plays to fiction and 
include texts from both acclaimed 
contemporary and classic

• Writing. Three types of writing are 
required: creative, text response 
and argument analysis. This is 
an opportunity for students to 
consolidate and apply the writing 
skills they have been learning 
throughout their education.

• Speaking. One oral presentation is 
required in Year 11 and one in Year 
12. Students are able to choose an 
issue that interests them from an 
array of topics in the media.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and 
creatively. They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 
language in texts and create their own texts intended to position 
audiences. Students develop their skills in creating written, 
spoken and multimodal texts.

Unit 2: In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues 
and themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented and the 
use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts 
intended to position audiences. Students develop their skills in 
creating written, spoken and multimodal texts.

Unit 3: In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically and 
creatively. They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 
language in texts.

Unit 4: In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues 
and themes in texts. They create an oral presentation intended 
to position audiences about an issue currently debated in the 
media.
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES VCE LITERATURE

Scope Of Study

In VCE Literature, students undertake 
close reading of texts and analyse 
how language and literary elements 
and techniques function within a text. 
Emphasis is placed on recognition of 
a text’s complexity and meaning, and 
on consideration of how that meaning 
is embodied in its literary form. The 
study provides opportunities for 
reading deeply, widely and critically, 
responding analytically and creatively, 
and appreciating the aesthetic merit 
of texts.

VCE Literature enables students to 
examine the historical and cultural 
contexts within which both readers 
and texts are situated. It investigates 
the assumptions, views and values 
which both writer and reader bring to 
the texts and it encourages students 
to contemplate how we read as well 
as what we read.  

Rationale

VCE Literature provides opportu-
nities for students to develop their 
awareness of other people, places 
and cultures and explore the way 
texts represent the complexity of 
human experience. Students examine 
the evolving and dialogic nature of 
texts, the changing contexts in which 
they were produced and notions of 
value. They develop an understanding 
and appreciation of literature, and 
an ability to reflect critically on the 
aesthetic and intellectual aspects 
of texts.

The study of Literature enables 
students to consider the power and 
complexity of language, the ways 
literary features and techniques 
contribute to meaning and the 
significance of form and structure.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Approaches to  
literature

Unit 2: Context and  
Connections

Unit 3: Form and  
Transformation

Unit 4: Interpreting Text

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry  
to Units 1, 2.

Students entering Unit 3 without  
Units 1 and/or 2 may be required to 
attend a College Pathways Meeting 
and undertake additional preparation 
as prescribed by their teacher. 
Students must undertake Unit 3 and 
Unit 4 as a sequence.
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ENGLISH & LANGUAGES VCE LITERATURE ENGLISH & LANGUAGES VCE ITALIAN

Scope Of Study

VCE Italian focuses on student 
participation in interpersonal 
communication, interpreting the 
language of other speakers, and 
presenting information and ideas 
in Italian on a range of themes and 
topics. Students develop and extend 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, 
writing and viewing in Italian in a 
range of contexts and develop cultural 
understanding in interpreting and 
creating language.

Rationale

The study of Italian contributes 
to student personal development 
in a range of areas including 
communication skills, intercultural 
understanding, cognitive 
development, literacy and general 
knowledge. Learning using an 
additional language encourages 
students to examine the influences  
on their perspectives and society,  
and to consider issues important for 

effective personal, social and interna-
tional communication. It enables 
students to examine the nature of 
language, including their own, and the 
role of culture in language, communi-
cation and identity. By understanding 
the process of language learning, 
students can apply skills and 
knowledge to other contexts and 
languages. Learning a language 
engages analytical and reflective 
capabilities and enhances critical and 
creative thinking.

The study of Italian provides students 
with the ability to understand and use 
a language that is spoken in Italy, 
Vatican City and San Marino. Italian 
is one of the official languages of 
Switzerland and the European Union. 
Italian is widely spoken in Malta, 
Albania, Croatia, Slovenia and Libya 
and is also spoken by communities 
of Italian speakers who migrated to 
countries such as Australia, Argentina, 
Brazil, Canada and the United States.  

STRUCTURE
The study is made up of 
four units. Each unit deals 
with language and specific 
content contained in the areas 
of study and is designed to 
enable students to achieve a 
set of outcomes for that unit. 
Each outcome is described in 
terms of key knowledge and 
key skills.

Entry Requirements

Students entering Units 1 and 2 
Italian are required to achieve an 
overall result of at least 50% in 
Year 10 Italian. Students must 
undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a 
sequence and are required to 
achieve an overall result of at least 
50% in Units 1 and 2 Italian.

The study of a specific language 
exposes students to different 
experiences and perspectives at 
a personal level. It encourages 
students to be open to different ways 
of thinking, acting and interacting 
in the world, even beyond the 
language being studied and their 
own language. Students are able 
to engage with Italian-speaking 
communities in Australia and interna-
tionally in a variety of endeavours, 
such as tourism, hospitality, the arts, 
diplomacy, social services, journalism, 
commerce, fashion, education, 
translating and interpreting.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION SUBJECT PATHWAY

Core SubjectCore Subject Core Subject Core Subject Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Health and Human 
Development
Units 3 & 4

Health

Health and Human 
Development
Units 1 & 2

Outdoor Education & 
Environmental Studies

Units 3 & 4

Health Health

Physical Education
Physical Education 

Units 3 & 4Physical Education Physical Education 

Outdoor Education &
Environmental Studies

Core Health

Exercise Science

Health and Human 
Development 

Outdoor Education & 
Environmental Studies

Units 1 & 2

Physical Education 
Units 1 & 2

Semester Based Elective

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 7
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION SUBJECT PATHWAY HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 7

HEALTH 
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Year 7 Health aims to give students 
the knowledge and confidence to 
make healthy lifestyle choices that 
will improve mental and physical 
wellbeing. 

Key concepts
• Students will engage in a variety 

of tasks designed to develop their 
understanding of their changing 
bodies, personal health and safety.

• Areas of study covered include 
adolescent development, nutrition, 
puberty, diet and the consequences 
of smoking.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Encourages and nurtures a love 
of physical activity with an aim to 
promote lifelong physical activity 
patterns.

Key concepts
• Year 7 PE follows the Southern 

Independent Schools sports 
program. The program includes 
fitness testing and games, handball, 
cross country, athletics, table tennis, 
zot tennis, netball, basketball, 
football, soccer, volleyball, baseball, 
softball, tennis, and cricket. 

• The development and understanding 
of fitness is an ongoing goal through- 
out the year and is complimented by 
sound nutritional principles studied 
in Year 7 Health.

Learning in Health and Physical Education focuses  
on students enhancing their own and others’ health, 
safety, wellbeing and physical activity participation  
in varied and changing contexts. 

Health and Physical Education is the key learning  
area in the curriculum that focuses explicitly  
on developing movement skills and concepts  
students require to participate in physical activities  
with competence and confidence. The knowledge, 
understanding, skills and dispositions students  
develop through movement in Health and Physical 
Education encourage ongoing participation  
across their lifespan and in turn lead to positive  
health outcomes.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 8

HEALTH
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
In this unit students explore and 
develop a common understanding of 
the concepts of gender, relationships 
and respect. Students will begin 
to develop skills in deconstruction, 
reconstruction, reflection and media 
literacy. Students explain personal 
and social skills required to establish 
and maintain respectful relationships 
and promote inclusivity.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students build on and further develop 
specialised movement skills and 
enhance their understanding of 
concepts and strategies to help 
them confidently, competently and 
creatively participate in a range of 
physical activities. 

Key concepts
• Define sex, sexuality and gender 
• Explore their own gendered 

understandings of the personal 
qualities they value

• Identify personal qualities that have 
a positive impact on developing 
respectful relationships

• Identify the importance in body 
language and communication in 
developing respectful relationships

• Debate the role of respect in  
relationships.

Key concepts
• Year 8 PE follows the Southern 

Independent Schools sports 
program. The program includes 
fitness testing and games, handball, 
cross country, athletics, table tennis, 
zot tennis, netball, basketball, 
football, soccer, volleyball, baseball, 
softball, tennis, and cricket. 

• The development and 
understanding of fitness is an 
ongoing goal throughout the year.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 9 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 8 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 9 

Length: Year long
Unit: 1

Overview
Students will develop proficiency 
in a range of team and individual 
activities. They will learn and practice 
tactics and strategies relevant to the 
sports, games and activities being 
undertaken. The sports undertaken 
are less mainstream than the 
traditional sports covered in SIS, 
giving students the opportunity to 
engage in a broader range of physical 
movements and applications.

The first unit students will undertake 
focuses on developing their 
awareness around risk-taking 
behaviour and the impacts that these 
behaviours may have on their health 
and wellbeing. Students then look 
at the risks associated with alcohol 
consumption focusing on the short 
and long-term effects. The first unit 
aims to equip students with productive 
strategies to combat peer pressure 

and promote safe decision making 
that will benefit their physical and 
mental wellbeing now and into the 
future. In the second unit students 
explore the role of nutrition in relation 
to the growth and development of the 
human body, investigating different 
food models and various factors that 
influence dietary choices.

Students will participate in the  
following activities:
• Term 1. Fitness, EFM, Touch 

Football, Korf Ball, Athletics.
• Term 2. Volleyball SEPEP and 

Recreation activities
• Term 3. Golf, Badminton/Speed 

Minton, Soft Lacrosse, Tennis/Zot 
Tennis

• Term 4. Ultimate, Indoor Hockey, 
Volleyball/Spike Ball, Fitness in new 
Fitness Centre 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Key concepts
• Introducing the 5 dimensions of 

health and wellbeing
• Understanding that teenagers are 

more susceptible to risk taking 
behaviour

• The short and long-term effects of 
alcohol consumption

• Peer pressure management  
strategies

• The role of nutrition in development 
of the human body

• Investigating different food models
• The anatomy and function of the 

Human body Systems – Skeletal, 
muscular, respiratory, circulatory.

• Effects of Drugs in sport – 
Performance enhancing drugs.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 10

Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview 
Students develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to strengthen 
their sense of self, build and manage 
satisfying relationships, to be resilient, 
and to make decisions and take 
actions to promote their health, 
safety and physical activity partici-
pation. They develop and use critical 
inquiry skills to research and analyse 
the knowledge of the field and to 
understand the influences on their 
own and others’ health, safety and 
wellbeing. 

Students learn to use resources for 
the benefit of themselves and for the 
communities with which they identify 
and to which they belong. 

Key concepts
• Health and wellbeing  

Within the Health and Wellbeing 
unit we learn the five dimensions 
of health, including physical, 
emotional, mental, social and 
spiritual health. The factors that 
contribute and effect health and 
wellbeing are also explored.

• Road Safety  
Within the Road Safety unit, we 
focus on several key areas including 
statistics on road mortality, driving 
under the influence of alcohol and 
drugs and car safety.

• Respectful Relationships  
Within the Respectful Relationship 
unit, students explore the nature 
of gender-based violence in the 
context of power, social and 
institutional structures, and the 
implications on emotional social and 
economic wellbeing. 

• Harm minimisation: Drugs  
Within the Harm minimisation unit 
we focus on different types of Drug 
and the long term effects they can 
cause our bodies.  

• Mental Health  
Within the Mental Health unit, we 
focus on defining the difference 
between mental health and mental 
illness, Mindfulness, protective 
factors of mental health and explore 
Mental Health support

• Sexual Health  
Within the Sexual health unit, we 
focus on reproductive health and 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
Contraception and Conception.

CORE HEALTH

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 10 

 
The unit also helps students to 
understand the nature of consent and 
respect and develop skills to take 
individual and collective action and 
responsibility for self and others.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 10 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 10 

Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview 
Students will explore the importance 
of regular participation in physical 
exercise through physical activities that 
enhance physical and social well-being. 
Activities will be selected from a fitness 
sessions such as weights, interval, 
circuit and aerobic types of training, 
team sports and individual pursuits.  

Students investigate different 
components of fitness, set personal 
physical activity and/or fitness goals, 
develop an activity and/or fitness 
program and evaluate its success, 
and use training methods to improve 
their fitness level, and participate 
in moderate to vigorous activity. 

Students will look at the physiological 
adaptations that occur with regular 
fitness training. Includes exploring the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory 
systems. Students will analyse the 
role of nutrition and ergogenic aids in 
improving performance.  

Key concepts
• Fitness components, Training 

methods and fitness principles. 
Students will be analyzing the 
different fitness components 
involved in various sports and 
athletic pursuits and how different 
types of training can be used to 
develop specific components. 

• Body Systems. Students will 
investigate the musculoskeletal  
and cardiorespiratory systems 
looking at structures and functions 
of each system. 

EXERCISE SCIENCE

• Personal Fitness Program. 
Students will be completing fitness 
testing and then setting relevant 
fitness based goals to design a  
4 week personal fitness program.  

Assessment
• Course related work tasks.  

Students will complete a number of 
work tasks covering the various 
topics covered in this unit including; 
Fitness Components, Training 
methods, Nutrition and Performance, 
Energy Systems, Ergogenic Aids, 
the Skeletal, Muscular, Cardio and 
Respiratory systems. 

• Major Assignment. Design and 
Complete a 4 week Personal 
Fitness Program.

• Exam. Students will be required to 
complete an end of unit exam which 
covers all of the content presented 
during the subject. 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 10

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview 
Outdoor Education provides students 
the opportunity to develop positive 
relationships with the environment, 
others and ourselves through 
interaction with the natural world. 
These relationships are essential for 
the wellbeing and sustainability of 
individuals, society and our environ- 
ment. Students engage in practical 
and active learning experiences 
in natural environments and 
settings typically beyond the school 
classroom. In these environments,-
students develop the skills and 
understandings to move safely and 
competently while valuing a positive 
relationship with natural environments 
and promoting the sustainable use of 
these environments. 

Students will be challenged in a 
variety of outdoor adventures which 
may include cycling, rock climbing, 
bush walking, and first aid. Students 
will also develop skills in the areas of 
bush safety, communication,  
team work and leadership. Through 
participation in these practical activities, 
students will develop a greater 
understanding and appreciation of  
the environment.

Assessment
• First Aid
• Camping Skills / Outdoor Living 

Skills
• Sustainable city design and expo

HEALTH AND HUMAN       
DEVELOPMENT
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview 
Health and Human Development 
is a direct link to VCE Health and 
Human development. Students will 
gain skills needed for VCE, these 
include: researching, analysing 
and critical inquiry and revision.  
Students will investigate the World 
Health Organization’s definition 
and other interpretations of health 
and wellbeing. Students examine 
health and wellbeing, and human 
development as dynamic concepts, 
subject to a complex interplay of 
biological, sociocultural and environ-
mental factors, many of which can 
be modified by health care and other 
interventions. Students consider 
the interaction of these factors, with 
particular focus on the social factors 
that influence health and wellbeing.

Key concepts
• Health and wellbeing
• Within the Health and Wellbeing 

unit we learn the five dimensions 
of health, including physical, 
emotional, mental, social and 
spiritual health. The factors that 
contribute and effect health and 
wellbeing are also explored.

• Lifespan and development
• Within this unit students learn about 

the different stages in life and how 
the human body develops.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Scope Of Study

VCE Health and Human  
Development takes a broad and 
multidimensional approach to defining 
and understanding health and 
wellbeing. Students investigate  
the World Health Organization’s 
definition and other interpretations  
of health and wellbeing. 

Students examine health and 
wellbeing, and human development 
as dynamic concepts, subject to 
a complex interplay of biological, 
sociocultural and environmental 
factors, many of which can be 
modified by health care and other 
interventions. Students consider 
the interaction of these factors, with 
particular focus on the social factors 
that influence health and wellbeing; 
that is, on how health and wellbeing, 
and development, may be influenced 
by the conditions into which people 
are born, grow, live, work and age.

Students consider Australian and 
global contexts as they investigate 
variations in health status between 

populations and nations. They  
look at the Australian healthcare 
system and research what is being 
done to address inequalities in  
health and development outcomes.  
They examine and evaluate the  
work of global organisations such as  
the United Nations and the World 
Health Organization, as well as 
non-government organisations  
and the Australian government’s 
overseas aid program.

This study presents concepts of 
health and wellbeing, and human 
development, from a range of 
perspectives: individual and collective; 
local, national and global; and across 
time and the lifespan. They develop 
a capacity to respond to health 
information, advertising and other 
media messages, enabling them to 
put strategies into action to promote 
health and wellbeing in both personal 
and community contexts.

Rationale

VCE Health and Human Development 
provides students with broad 
understandings of health and wellbeing 
that reach far beyond the individual. 
Students learn how important health 
and wellbeing is to themselves and 
to families, communities, nations 
and global society. Students explore 
the complex interplay of biological, 
sociocultural and environmental factors 
that support and improve health and 
wellbeing and those that put it at risk. 

VCE Health and Human Development 
is designed to foster health literacy. As 
individuals and as citizens, students 
develop their ability to navigate 
information, to recognise and enact 
supportive behaviours, and to evaluate 
healthcare initiatives and interventions. 
The course also offers students a 
range of pathways including further 
formal study in areas such as health 
promotion, community health research 
and policy development, humanitarian 
aid work, allied health practices, 
education, and the health profession.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Understanding health 
and wellbeing

Unit 2: Managing health and 
development

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a 
globalised world

Unit 4: Health and human  
development in a 
global context

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 
3. Students must undertake Unit 3 
and Unit 4 as a sequence
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Scope Of Study

VCE Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies is concerned with the 
ways humans interact with and 
relate to outdoor environments. 
‘Outdoor environments’ covers 
environments that have minimum 
influence from humans, as well 
as those environments that have 
been subject to different levels 
of human intervention. The study 
enables students to make critically 
informed comment on questions of 
environmental sustainability and to 
understand the importance of  
environmental health, particularly 
in local contexts.

In this study both passive and active 
outdoor activities provide the means 
for students to develop experiential 
knowledge of outdoor environments. 
Such knowledge is then enhanced 
through the theoretical study of 
outdoor environments from 
perspectives of environmental history, 
ecology and the social studies 
of human relationships with nature. 

The study also examines the 
complex interplay between outdoor 
environments and humans. Outdoor 
experiences suited to this study are: 
a range of guided activities in areas 
such as farms, mining/logging sites, 
interpretation centres, coastal areas, 
rivers, mountains, bushland, forests, 
urban parks, and state or national 
parks. Activities undertaken could 
include bush walking, cross-country 
skiing, canoe touring, cycle touring, 
conservation and restoration activities, 
marine exploration, and participation 
in community projects. Outdoor 
experiences that use weapons or 
motorised devices to replace human 
effort are not suitable for this study.

Rationale

VCE Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies provides students with 
the skills and knowledge to safely 
participate in activities in outdoor 
environments and to respect and 
value diverse environments. The 
blend of direct practical experience 
of outdoor environments with 
theory-based study enables informed 
understanding of human relationships 
with nature.

Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
enables students to critically analyse 
these different relationships, effects 
and issues, providing the knowledge 
and skills to participate in and 
contribute to contemporary society.

Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
offers students a range of pathways 
including further formal study in 
areas where interaction with outdoor 
environments is central, such as 
natural resource management, 
nature-based tourism, outdoor leading 
and guiding, environmental research 
and policy, education, and agriculture. 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Exploring outdoor 
experiences

Unit 2: Discovering outdoor 
environments

Unit 3: Relationships with  
outdoor environments 

Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor 
relationships

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
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Scope Of Study

VCE Physical Education explores the 
complex interrelationships between 
anatomical, biomechanical, physio-
logical and skill acquisition principles 
to understand their role in producing 
and refining movement, and examines 
behavioural, psychological, environ-
mental and sociocultural influences 
on performance and participation in 
physical activity.

The assimilation of theoretical 
understanding and practice is 
central to the study of VCE Physical 
Education. Students participate in 
practical activities to examine the  
core concepts that underpin 
movement and that influence 
performance and participation in 
physical activity, sport and exercise.

Rationale

The study of VCE Physical Education 
enables students to integrate a 
contemporary understanding of 
the theoretical underpinnings of 
performance and participation 
in physical activity with practical 
application. VCE Physical Education 
enables students to develop the 
knowledge and skills required to 
critically evaluate influences that affect 
their own and others’ performance.

This study equips students with the 
appropriate knowledge and skills to 
plan, develop physical activity, sport 
and exercise across their lifespan and 
to understand the physical, social, 
emotional and cognitive health benefits 
associated with being active. The study 
also prepares students for employment 
and/or further study at the tertiary 
level or in vocational education and 
training settings in fields such as 
exercise and sport science, health 
science, education, recreation, sport 
development and coaching, health 
promotion and related careers. 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: The human body in 
motion

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport 
and society

Unit 3: Movement skills and 
energy for physical 
activity

Unit 4: Training to improve 
performance
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HUMANITIES SUBJECT PATHWAY

Introduction to Business 
Management

Geography
Units 3 & 4

History 
Units 3 & 4

Business Management
Units 3 & 4

Accounting
Units 3 & 4

Legal Studies
Units 3 & 4

History

Geography

Business  
& Economics

Civics & 
Citizenship

Geography
Units 1 & 2

History 
Units 1 & 2

Business Management
Units 1 & 2

Accounting
Units 1 & 2

Legal Studies
Units 1 & 2

History

Geography

Business  
& Economics

Civics & 
Citizenship

History

Geography

Business  
& Economics

Civics & 
Citizenship

Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Semester Based Elective Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Introduction  
to Legal Studies

Introduction  
to Accounting

History

Geography

HumanitiesHumanities Humanities

HUMANITIES OVERVIEW
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HUMANITIES SUBJECT PATHWAY HUMANITIES OVERVIEW

Humanities also connects students to 
the perspectives and experiences of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, 
recognising the immense depth of 
knowledge and culture they possess. 

Across Years 7 to 10, students learn 
about History and Geography, while 
also addressing the Civics and 
Citizenship knowledge and skills 
necessary for navigating the modern 
world. Additionally, students develop 
understanding and skills related to 
Economics and Business, providing 
them with opportunities to develop 
entrepreneurial attitudes and cultivate 
a passion for success. Students 
explore the junction of these different 
areas, and how through interconnec-
tivity the actions of one individual or 
nation are intrinsically linked with the 
global world. This provides students 
with a broad yet deep understanding 
of their place in Australia and the 
globe, from which they can then 
pursue deeper specialisation in VCE. 

Learning in the Humanities involves 
a range of topics including areas 
such as Ancient Australia, Medieval 
Europe, Revolutions, The Legal and 
Parliamentary System, Business 
Ownership, Managing Expenses, 
Human Wellbeing, Water and 
the World, and Landscapes and 
Landforms. Across all topics students 
work both individually and collab-
oratively to develop the essential 
skills for success. Students work a 
range of resources that challenge 
them to go beyond the surface 
level of knowledge, and engage 
with perspectives that ask them 
to consider life from an alternative 
position. Teachers utilise a range of 
classroom activities to bring these 
topics to life, leading to meaningful 
learning for students.

Humanities engages students to understand and critically 
analyse the complex events, ideas, actions, and systems 
that underpin our modern world. Through rich classroom 
learning activities and engaging with practical and hands 
on experiences, the Humanities provides students with the 
deep and rich knowledge of our past, present, and future, 
whilst also engaging their empathy and compassion for the 
world around them. 
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HUMANITIES 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Year 7 Humanities is designed 
to expose students to a range of 
disciplines with an aim to provide 
a foundation of learning for future 
academic paths. The subjects 
covered thematically examine the 
nature of people and places, culture, 
and functional society and prompt 
students to consider the perpetual 
interplay of influence between them. 

Key concepts
• Geography: Water in the World 

and Place and Liveability. 
Students investigate water as an 
example of renewable environ-
mental resource and the concept 
of place through an investigation of 
liveability. Students will undertake 
fieldwork and refine their ability to 
observe and report. 

HUMANITIES YEAR 7

• Economics and Business. What it 
means to be a consumer, a worker, 
and a producer in the market and 
understanding the relationship 
between, and interdependence of, 
these groups. 

• History: The Ancient World. 
Provides a study of history from the 
time of earliest human communities 
in a range of societies including 
Australia, China and Rome. Students 
build investigative and analytic skills 
through historical inquiry.

• Civics and Citizenship. Explores 
the responsibilities and freedoms 
of citizens and how citizens can 
participate in Australia’s democracy. 

HUMANITIES YEAR 8 
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HUMANITIES YEAR 7

HUMANITIES 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Provides a framework for students to 
examine the complex processes that 
have shaped the modern world and to 
investigate responses to different 
challenges including people’s 
interconnections with the environment. 

Key concepts
• Geography: Landforms and Land- 

scapes and Changing Nations.
Students investigate geomorphology 
through a study of landscapes 
and their landforms, and explore 
the significance of landscapes to 
people, including Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. They 
explore the process of urbanisation 
and how it interconnects with low and 
middle-income economic societies.

• Economics and Business. 
How businesses and individuals 
use enterprising behaviours 

HUMANITIES YEAR 8 

and capabilities and how these 
capabilities contribute to the 
success of a business. The rights, 
responsibilities and opportunities 
that arise for businesses and 
consumers are also explored.

• History: Medieval Europe, Japan 
under the Shoguns, Renaissance 
Italy. Students immerse themselves 
in the ancient world through the 
discoveries and mysteries that 
define them.

• Civics and Citizenship. Students 
look at how the rights of individuals 
are protected through the justice 
system, how laws are made and 
the type of laws used in Australia. 
Students will also explore how 
Australia’s secular system of 
government supports a diverse 
society with shared values.
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HUMANITIES
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Year 9 Humanities provides students 
with the knowledge and skills to 
understand the modern context in 
which they live. Students build on their 
knowledge from previous years in the 
Humanities, with a strong focus on the 
Australian context.  

HUMANITIES YEAR 9 

Key concepts
• History: Making the Modern World. 

Students study the making of the 
modern world from 1750-1945. 
This includes the period of industri-
alisation and rapid change in the 
ways people lived, worked and 
thought, the era of nationalism and 
imperialism, and the colonisation 
of Australia, which was part of the 
expansion of European power. 
Students also cover World War I, 
World War II and The Holocaust. 

• Geography: Biomes and Global- 
isation. Students study the different 
biomes that contribute to the rich 
and deep ecosystems in Australia 
and globally. Students explore the 
connection between biomes, and 
the impact they have on a wide 
range of issues such as food supply 
and global peace. Student examine 
the impact of globalisation on 
society and human interaction.  

• Civics and Citizenship.  
Students explore the structure of 
the Australian political system, 
the functions and processes of 
Democracy, and their contribution  
to the life in Australia.

• Economics and Business. 
Students explore the connection 
between the economy, society, the 
environment, and the quality of life 
of individuals. Students examine 
how the increasingly globalised 
nature of society has changed the 
way the economy and businesses 
operate. 

HUMANITIES YEAR 10 
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HUMANITIES YEAR 9 

HISTORY 
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Year 10 History sees students study 
the making of the modern world 
and Australia with an emphasis on 
Australia in its global context. The 
twentieth century was a critical period 
in Australia’s social, cultural, economic 
and political development and saw 
the modern world transform in a time 
of political turmoil, global conflict and 
international co-operation. 

Key Concepts
• Rights and Freedoms. Students 

investigate how the events of the 
Civil Rights Movement created 
significant cultural and political 
change in American culture and the 
significance and implications of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. They identify the civil rights 
movements’ effects on Australia and 
the struggle of Australia’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders for rights 
and freedoms prior to 1965. 

HUMANITIES YEAR 10 

• The Vietnam War and the Peace 
Movements. Students investigate 
the causes of the Vietnam war and 
how it created significant societal 
tension and political turmoil in both 
Australian and American society. 
Students will also identify how 
the counter-culture of the 1960’s 
evolved as a response to U.S 
involvement in Vietnam. They will 
identify reasons for escalation of 
the war and link this to key political 
events at the time. 

Assessment 
• Source Analysis 
• Historical Inquiry 
• Essay 

Students must select one 
Year 10 Humanities elective 
as part of their Year 10 
academic program. Each 
elective is designed to 
provide students with the 
knowledge and skills for 
success in a VCE program 
of that same subject.   
All the Year 10 Humanities 
electives can be studied 
without continuing to  
the same subject at the  
VCE level.
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students study a range of topics 
relating to businesses and their 
operation within the Australian 
economy. They cover the importance 
of an economy satisfying as many of 
the needs and wants of its citizens 
as possible, the distinction between 
material and non-material living 
standards, understanding consumers 
and ethical business practices, 
innovation and competition in the 
marketplace, and the changing work 
environment in Australia.  

HUMANITIES YEAR 10 

This is a comprehensive unit that 
gives students an understanding 
of enterprising behaviours and 
capabilities that are transferable into 
life, work and business opportunities 
and empower them to contribute to 
the development and prosperity of 
individuals and society. 

Assessment 
• Written assessments 
• Case studies 

GEOGRAPHY 
Length: Semester
Unit: 2

Overview
Year 10 Geography explores the 
importance of human connection and 
our responsibility in managing the 
environment. Students also look at 
the different geographic factors that 
impact on our human wellbeing. This 
is combined with the development 
of key skills that underpin the VCE 
Geography program. 

Key Concepts
• Environmental Change and 

Management . Focuses on investi-
gating environmental geography. It 
begins with an overview of environ-
mental change and the factors that 
influence it. Students investigate 
a specific environmental change 
in Australia and one other country. 
They examine the causes and 
consequences of the change and 
strategies to manage the change.  

• Geographies of Human Wellbeing. 
Focuses on investigating global, 
national and local differences in 
human wellbeing between places. 
Students examine the different 
concepts and measures of human 
wellbeing and spatial differences 
in wellbeing, and evaluate the 
differences from a variety of 
perspectives. They explore 
programs designed to reduce 
the gap between differences in 
wellbeing. 

Assessment 
• Fieldwork Reports 
• Tests 
• Extended Response 
• Data Analysis 

HUMANITIES YEAR 10 
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HUMANITIES YEAR 10 HUMANITIES YEAR 10 

ACCOUNTING  
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Year 10 Accounting provides and 
introduction to the concepts and 
ideas related to accounting. For any 
students interested in business, and 
in particular the financial operations 
of business, accounting provides an 
opportunity to gain an understanding 
of the principles behind success.  
This elective aims to provide students 
with skills ready for VCE Accounting, 
but is also an opportunity to learn 
about Accounting as a potential  
future career.  

Key Concepts
• What is Accounting?  

Accounting principles. 
• Different types of business 

ownership. 
• Risk and return.  

Alternate investments 
• Balancing. 

An accounting equation 
• Record keeping. 

What do I need? 
• Reporting for success. 

How do I know how I’m doing? 

LEGAL STUDIES  
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1 

Overview
The Year 10 Legal Studies provides 
an introduction to the Legal System, 
the foundations of our modern justice 
system, and the parameters that  
guide our implementation of the 
Law. Students will explore a range 
of fundamental concepts that will 
prepare them for the VCE program, 
as well as equipping them with 
knowledge that will allow them  
to understand their rights and  
responsibilities within Australia.  

Key Concepts
• Laws. Students learn the process of 

law making, why we have laws, and 
the principles of the Justice system. 
This provides an overview of the 
key concepts behind law making, 
the structure of the courts, and the 
history of law making. 

• The Australian Constitution. 
Students learn about the Australian 
Constitution, its formation, and the 
importance it holds in underpinning 
the Australian Legal system. 

Assessment 
• Case Studies 
• Tests 
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HUMANITIES VCE ACCOUNTING 

Scope Of Study

VCE Accounting explores the financial 
recording, reporting, analysis and 
decision-making processes of a sole 
proprietor small business. Students 
study both theoretical and practical 
aspects of accounting. They collect, 
record, report and analyse financial 
data, and report, classify, verify and 
interpret accounting information, using 
both manual methods and information 
and communications technology (ICT).

Students apply critical thinking skills  
to a range of business situations  
to model alternative outcomes and  
to provide accounting advice to 
business owners.

In business decision-making,  
financial as well as ethical consid-
erations (incorporating social and 
environmental aspects) should be 
taken into account.

Rationale

Accounting involves modelling, 
forecasting and providing advice to 
stakeholders through the process 
of collecting, recording, reporting, 
analysing and interpreting financial 
and non-financial data and accounting 
information. This data and information 
is communicated to internal and 
external stakeholders and is used  
to inform decision-making within  
the business with a view to improving 
business performance. Accounting 
plays an integral role in the  
successful operation and management 
of businesses.

VCE Accounting prepares students 
for a University or TAFE vocational 
study pathway to commerce, 
management and accounting, leading 
to careers in areas such as financial 
accounting, management accounting, 
forensic/investigative accounting, 
taxation, environmental accounting, 
management and corporate or 
personal financial planning.

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Role of accounting  
in business

Unit 2: Accounting and  
decision-making for  
a trading business

Unit 3: Financial accounting 
for a trading business

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, 
budgeting and  
decision-making

Photo: Campaign Creators. Statistics

HUMANITIES VCE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
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HUMANITIES VCE ACCOUNTING HUMANITIES VCE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

Scope Of Study

VCE Business Management examines 
the ways businesses manage 
resources to achieve objectives. The 
VCE Business Management study 
design follows the process from the 
first idea for a business concept, 
to planning and establishing a 
business, through to the day-to-day 
management of a business. It also 
considers changes that need to be 
made to ensure continued success 
of a business. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity of the 
challenges facing decision makers in 
managing these resources.

A range of management theories 
is considered and compared with 
management in practice through 
contemporary case studies drawn 
from the past four years. Students 
learn to propose and evaluate 
alternative strategies to contemporary 
challenges in establishing and 
maintaining a business.

Rationale

In contemporary Australian society 
there are a range of businesses 
managed by people who establish 
systems and processes to achieve a 
variety of objectives. 

In studying VCE Business 
Management, students develop 
knowledge and skills that enhance 
their confidence and ability to 
participate effectively as socially 
responsible and ethical members, 
managers and leaders of the business 
community, and as informed citizens, 
consumers and investors. The study 
of Business Management leads to 
opportunities across all facets of the 
business and management field such 
as small business owner, project 
manager, human resource manager, 
operations manager or executive 
manager. Further study can lead to 
specialisation in areas such as 
marketing, public relations and 
event management.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Planning a business
Unit 2: Establishing a business
Unit 3: Managing a business
Unit 4: Transforming a  

business

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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HUMANITIES VCE GEOGRAPHY 

Scope Of Study

The study of Geography is a 
structured way of exploring, analysing 
and understanding the character-
istics of places that make up our 
world. Geographers are interested 
in key questions concerning places 
and geographic phenomena: What is 
there? Where is it? Why is it there? 
What are the effects of it being there? 
How is it changing over time and how 
could, and should, it change in the 
future? How is it different from other 
places and phenomena? How are 
places and phenomena connected? 

Students explore these questions 
through fieldwork and investigation 
of a wide range of secondary 
sources. These methods underpin the 
development of a unique framework 
for understanding the world, enabling 
students to appreciate its complexity, 
the diversity and interactions of 
its environments, economies and 
cultures, and the processes that 
helped form and transform them.

Rationale

VCE Geography enables students 
to examine natural and human 
phenomena, how and why they 
change, their interconnections and 
the patterns they form across the 
Earth’s surface. In doing so, they 
develop a better understanding of 
their own place and its spaces and 
those in other parts of the world. 
These spatial perspectives, when 
integrated with historical, economic, 
ecological and cultural perspectives, 
deepen understanding of places, 
environments and human interactions 
with these.

Interpretative and analytical 
skills enable students to interpret 
information presented in a variety 
of formats including maps, graphs, 
diagrams and images. 

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Hazards and disasters
Unit 2: Tourism
Unit 3: Changing the land
Unit 4: Human population – 

trends and issues

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY 
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HUMANITIES VCE GEOGRAPHY HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY 

Scope Of Study

History involves inquiry into human 
action in the past, to make meaning 
of the past using primary sources 
as evidence. As historians ask 
new questions, revise interpre-
tations or discover new sources, 
fresh understandings come to light. 
Although history deals with the 
particular – specific individuals and 
key events – the potential scope of 
historical inquiry is vast and formed by 
the questions that historians pursue, 
the availability of sources and the 
capacity of historians to interpret 
those sources. VCE History reflects 
this range of inquiry by enabling 
students to engage with a range of 
times, people, places and ideas.

Rationale

The study of VCE History assists 
students to understand themselves, 
others and their world, and broadens 
their perspective by examining 
people, groups, events, ideas and 
movements. Through studying VCE 
History, students develop social, 
political, economic and cultural 
understanding. They also explore 
continuity and change: the world is 
not as it has always been, and it will 
be subject to change in the future. 
In this sense, history is relevant to 
contemporary issues. It fosters an 
understanding of human agency and 
informs decision making in the present.

The study of History fosters the ability 
to ask searching questions, to engage 
in independent research, and to 
construct arguments about the past 
based on evidence. Historical compre-
hension enables a source to be 
understood in relation to its context; 
that is, students make links between 
the source and the world in which it 
was produced.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Twentieth century  
history 1918 –1939

Unit 2: Twentieth century  
history 1945 –2000

Unit 3: Revolutions: Causes 
and consequences of 
the French Revolution 
of 1789

Unit 4: Revolutions: The 
Russian Revolution of 
October 1917.

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY 

Twentieth Century History 
Unit 1

In Unit 1, students explore the nature 
of political, social and cultural change 
in the period between the World Wars. 
World War One is regarded by many 
as marking the beginning of Twentieth 
Century History since it represented 
such a complete departure from the 
past and heralded changes that were 
to have an impact for decades to 
come. The post-war treaties ushered 
in a period where the world was, to 
a large degree, reshaped with new 
borders, movements, ideologies and 
power structures. These changes 
affected developments in Europe, 
the USA, Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East. Economic instability 
caused by the Great Depression 
also contributed to the development 
of political movements. Despite 
ideals about future peace, reflected 
in the establishment of the League 
of Nations, the world was again 
overtaken by war in 1939. The period 

after World War One was charac-
terised by significant social and 
cultural change in the contrasting 
decades of the 1920s and 1930s.  
New fascist governments used the 
military, education and propaganda 
to impose controls on the way people 
lived, to exclude particular groups 
of people and to silence criticism. 
In Germany, the persecution of the 
Jewish people became intensified. 
In the USSR, millions of people 
were forced to work in state-owned 
factories and farms and had 
limited personal freedom. Japan 
became increasingly militarised 
and anti-western. In the USA, the 
consumerism and material progress 
of the 1920s was tempered by the 
Great Crash of 1929. Writers, artists, 
musicians, choreographers and 
filmmakers reflected, promoted  
or resisted political, economic and 
social changes.

Twentieth Century History 
Unit 2 

In Unit 2, students explore the 
nature and impact of the Cold War 
and challenges and changes to 
existing political, economic and 
social arrangements in the second 
half of the twentieth century. The 
establishment of the United Nations 
in 1945 was intended to take an 
internationalist approach to avoiding 
warfare, resolving political tensions 
and addressing threats to human life 
and safety. The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights adopted in 1948 
was the first global expression  
of human rights. Despite interna-
tionalist moves, the second half of  
the twentieth century was dominated 
by the competing ideologies of  
democracy and communism, setting 
the backdrop for the Cold War. 
The period also saw challenge and 
change to the established order in 
many countries. The continuation of 
moves towards decolonisation led to 
independence movements in former 

colonies in Africa, the Middle East, 
Asia and the Pacific. New countries 
were created and independence was 
achieved through both military and 
diplomatic means. Old conflicts also 
continued and terrorism became 
increasingly global. The second half of 
the twentieth century also saw the rise 
of social movements that challenged 
existing values and traditions, such as 
the civil rights movement, feminism 
and environmental movements.

HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY 
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HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY HUMANITIES VCE HISTORY 

Revolutions  
Units 3 & 4

In Units 3 and 4, Revolutions students 
investigate the significant historical 
causes and consequences of political 
revolution. Revolutions represent great 
ruptures in time and are a major turning 
point which brings about the collapse 
and destruction of an existing political 
order resulting in a pervasive change 
to society. Revolutions are caused 
by the interplay of ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements. 
Their consequences have a profound 
effect on the political and social 
structures of the post-revolutionary 
society. Revolution is a dramatically 
accelerated process whereby the  
new order attempts to create political 
and social change and transformation 
based on a new ideology. Progress 
in a post-revolutionary society is not 
guaranteed or inevitable. Regimes 
are often threatened internally by civil 
war and externally by foreign threats. 
These challenges can result in a 
compromise of revolutionary ideals 
oppression and terror. 

In these units students develop an 
understanding of the complexity 
and multiplicity of causes and 
consequences in the revolutionary 
narrative. They construct an argument 
about the past using primary sources 
as evidence and evaluate the extent 
to which the revolution brought 
change to the lives of people. They 
consider how perspectives of the 
revolution give an insight into the 
continuity and change experienced 
by those who lived through dramatic 
revolutionary moments. Students 
evaluate historical interpretations 
about the causes and consequences 
of revolution and the effects of change 
instigated by the new order.

Students study The French Revolution 
of 1789 and The Russian Revolution 
of October 1917.

Photo: Ty Koh. Arc de Triomphe, Paris, France
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HUMANITIES VCE LEGAL STUDIES 

Scope Of Study

VCE Legal Studies examines the 
institutions and principles which are 
essential to Australia’s legal system. 
Students develop an understanding 
of the rule of law, law-makers, key 
legal institutions, rights protection in 
Australia, and the justice system.

Through applying knowledge of legal 
concepts and principles to a range of 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, 
students develop their ability to use 
legal reasoning to argue a case 
for or against a party in a civil or 
criminal matter. Students analyse the 
principles of justice are fairness 
(fair legal processes are in place, 
and all parties receive a fair hearing); 
equality (all people treated equally 
before the law, with an equal 
opportunity to present their case); and 
access (understanding of legal rights 
and ability to pursue their case).

Rationale

The study of VCE Legal Studies 
enables students to become active 
and informed citizens by providing 
them with valuable insights into their 
relationship with the law and the legal 
system. They develop knowledge and 
skills that enhance their confidence 
and ability to access and participate 
in the legal system. Students come 
to appreciate how legal systems 
and processes aim to achieve social 
cohesion, and how they themselves 
can create positive changes to laws 
and the legal system. VCE Legal 
Studies equips students with the 
ability to research and analyse legal 
information and apply legal reasoning 
and decision-making skills, and 
fosters critical thinking to solve legal 
problems. Further study in the legal 
field can lead to a broad range of 
career opportunities such as lawyer, 
paralegal, legal secretary and careers 
in the courtroom.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Guilt and liability
Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies 

and rights
Unit 3: Rights and justice
Unit 4: The people and the law

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to  
Unit 3. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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* Students level determined through academic results.  
Please see (page 41) Senior School Pathways for VCE & VET Application Requirements.Requirements.

General Mathematics
Units 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods*
Units 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics*
Units 3 & 4

Mathematics General Mathematics
Units 1 & 2

Mathematical Methods*
Units 1 & 2

Specialist Mathematics*
Units 1 & 2

Mathematics Mathematics*

Consolidation  
Mathematics*

Advanced  
Mathematics*

Mathematics*

Consolidation  
Mathematics*

Advanced  
Mathematics*

MATHEMATICS SUBJECT PATHWAY

Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

MATHEMATICS   YEAR 7 
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MATHEMATICS SUBJECT PATHWAY

MATHEMATICS 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students will develop their 
understanding of the properties of 
numbers across a range of areas 
including algebra and number, 
measurement and geometry, and 
statistics and probability. Class work 
will cover the Cartesian Plane, lines, 
angles and equations, classifying and 
identifying shapes and 3D objects, 
fractions and ratios, decimals and 
percentages, and understanding, 
interpreting and representing 
statistical data.  

Key concepts
• In this unit students will investigate 

mathematical concepts and 
structures which have a broad 
application beyond the classroom. 
The unit aims to enhance reasoning 
and problem-solving skills, to enable 
students to recognise where and 
how mathematical concepts are 
employed, and their capacity to 
apply acquired knowledge in familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts. 

MATHEMATICS   YEAR 7 

An example being the study of prime 
numbers in Year 7 is linked to the 
use of prime numbers as the security 
key of pin numbers used in financial 
services in banking. 

Mathematics is about taking up the 
challenge of using logic to solve 
puzzles and problems using individual 
hard-work and talent, teamwork and 
collaboration. It includes developing 
numeracy skills to be job ready as 
well as working on an idea or problem 
because it is fun to solve and learn 
about.

An appreciation of the history of 
Mathematics is fostered including 
the contribution from our first nations 
mathematicians. Mixed ability 
Mathematics classes are run in Years 
7 and 8 followed by differentiated 
classes in Years 9, 10 and VCE. 

Algebra and number, 
measurement and 
geometry, and statistics 
and probability are the 
content area strands of 
Mathematics that are used 
to introduce the language 
of Mathematics. They 
underpin much of the 
wonderful Science and 
Technology that we all 
benefit from and use in 
such a variety of situations 
in our everyday lives. 
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MATHEMATICS
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students build on their understanding 
of concepts related to algebra and 
number, measurement and geometry, 
and statistics and probability. The 
Year 8 Mathematics curriculum is 
common to all students. The areas 
developed throughout the course 
are directly linked to the content 
listed in the Victorian Curriculum 
documentation. Students develop 
and extend their knowledge through 
three content strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, 
and Statistics and Probability. 
Students further develop their skills 
in using technology to help analyse 
and display data, extend their study 
of algebra including its use in linear 
relationships and their associated 
graphs, develop knowledge of rates 
and ratios and broaden their rules of 
measurement to include surface area 
and circle applications.

Key concepts
• They develop their competency 

in using formulas to approach 
and solve problems. Through use 
of various techniques, including 
random sampling, students build 
skills in data collection and interpre-
tation.

• These capabilities enable 
students to respond to familiar and 
unfamiliar situations by employing 
mathematics to make informed 
decisions and solve problems 
efficiently.

MATHEMATICS YEAR 8

Photo: Dawid Malecki

MATHEMATICS YEAR 9
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MATHEMATICS YEAR 8 MATHEMATICS YEAR 9

MATHEMATICS 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Covering algebra and number, 
measurement and geometry, and 
statistics and probability, students 
develop their efficiency and fluency 
in the utilisation of mathematical 
formulas to solve problems. 
They draw from and build their 
understanding of mathematical 
concepts related to ratios and 
calculating interest, the Cartesian 
plane, and the measurements 
of regular and irregular shapes. 
Students develop familiarity with a 
broader range of non-linear and linear 
functions and relations, and related 
algebra and graphs. Students list 
outcomes for two-step experiments 
involving selections with and 
without replacement, using arrays 
and tree diagrams, and determine 
related probabilities. They use Venn 
diagrams and two way tables to 
calculate probabilities and relative 

frequencies from collected or given 
data to estimate probabilities. They 
apply geometric reasoning to solve 
problems involving ratio and scale 
factors. This unit gives students a 
comprehensive study of practical 
mathematical concepts to meet 
challenges in work and everyday life. 

Advanced Mathematics.  
Students to be selected for the 
Year 9 Advanced Mathematics 
subject, demonstrate a high level of 
competency in all the major areas 
of Mathematics such as Algebra, 
Measurement and Statistics.
They also exhibit a wide range of 
problem-solving skills and they enjoy 
the challenge of attempting to solve 
non-routine problems, as for example, 
being willing and able to participate in 
extra curricula activities such as the 
Australian Mathematics Competition.  

An expectation is a student 
selected for the Year 9 Advanced 
Mathematics subject will attain in Year 
8 Mathematics a semester average 
score of above 85%.  
 
Core Mathematics. 
Core Mathematics is the standard 
Mathematics subject for most 
students in Years 9-10 at John Paul 
College and it is the Mathematics 
subject students are allocated to 
if they are not selected into either 
the Consolidation or Advanced 
Mathematics subjects.

Consolidation Mathematics. 
Students to be selected for the Year 
9 Consolidation Mathematics subject, 
demonstrate a very limited mastery 
of arithmetic, and are frequently 
challenged by routine problems and 
the concepts covered in mathematical 

areas such as Algebra, Measurement 
and Statistics. They may exhibit 
a small range of problem-solving 
skills and not enjoy the challenge 
of attempting to solve mathematical 
problems of routine and or non-routine 
type without the use of technology.

Students selected will include some 
students who have been on a 
modified mathematics program for 
Year 8 Mathematics.  An expectation 
is a student selected for the Year 9 
Consolidation Mathematics subject 
will attain in Year 8 Mathematics a 
semester average score of less than 
50%.
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MATHEMATICS 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students build on their understanding 
of concepts and extend their use 
of mathematical models to a range 
of familiar and unfamiliar contexts. 
Students apply mental, written 
or technology assisted forms of 
computation as appropriate, and 
routinely use estimation to validate or 
provide bounds for their answers. 

This unit covers exponential functions 
to model compound interest, solving 
practical problems in two and three 
dimensions, Pythagoras’ Theorem 
and trigonometry, Venn diagrams, the 
Cartesian plane, and the interpretation 
and presentation of data and other 
concepts. Students are able to see 
connections and apply mathematical 
concepts, skills and processes 
to pose and solve problems in 
Mathematics and in other disciplines 
and contexts.

Advanced Mathematics. Students to 
be selected for the Year 10 Advanced 
Mathematics subject, demonstrate 
a high level of competency in all the 
major areas of Mathematics such as 
Algebra, Measurement and Statistics.

They also exhibit a wide range of 
problem-solving skills and they enjoy 
the challenge of attempting to solve 
non-routine problems, as for example, 
being willing and able to participate in 
extra curricula activities such as the 
Australian Mathematics competition.  

An expectation is a student 
selected for the Year 10 Advanced 
Mathematics subject will attain in 
Year 9 Core Mathematics a semester 
average score of above 85%.  

Core Mathematics. Core 
Mathematics is the standard 
mathematics subject for most 
students in Years 9-10 at John Paul 
College and it is the Mathematics 
subject students are allocated to 
if they are not selected into either 
the Consolidation or Advanced 
Mathematics subjects.

Consolidation Mathematics. 
Students to be selected for the 
Year 10 Consolidation Mathematics 
subject, demonstrate a very limited 
mastery of arithmetic, and are 
frequently challenged by routine 
problems and the concepts covered in 
mathematical areas such as Algebra, 
Measurement and Statistics.

They may exhibit a small range of 
problem-solving skills and not enjoy 
the challenge of attempting to solve 
mathematical problems of routine and

MATHEMATICS YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS

or non-routine type without the use 
of technology. Students selected will 
include some students who have been 
on a modified Mathematics program 
for Year 9 Mathematics.  

An expectation is a student selected 
for the Year 10 Consolidation 
Mathematics subject will attain in 
Year 9 Core Mathematics a semester 
average score of less than 50%.
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MATHEMATICS YEAR 10

Scope Of Study

Mathematics is the study of function 
and pattern in number, logic, space 
and structure, and of randomness, 
chance, variability and uncertainty 
in data and events. It is both a 
framework for thinking and a means 
of symbolic communication that is 
powerful, logical, concise and precise. 
Mathematics also provides a means 
by which people can understand and 
manage human and natural aspects 
of the world and inter-relationships 
between these.

Rationale

This study is designed to provide 
access to worthwhile and challenging 
mathematical learning in a way which 
takes into account the interests, 
needs, dispositions and aspirations 
of a wide range of students, and 
introduces them to key aspects of 
the discipline. It is also designed 
to promote students’ awareness 
of the importance of mathematics 
in everyday life in a technological 
society, and to develop confidence 
and the disposition to make effective 
use of mathematical concepts, 
processes and skills in practical and 
theoretical contexts.

STRUCTURE
Below are the units of study:

Unit 1: General Mathematics
Unit 2: General Mathematics

Unit 3: Further Mathematics
Unit 4: Further Mathematics

Unit 1: Mathematical Methods
Unit 2: Mathematical Methods
Unit 3: Mathematical Methods
Unit 4: Mathematical Methods

Unit 1: Specialist Mathematics
Unit 2: Specialist Mathematics
Unit 3: Specialist Mathematics
Unit 4: Specialist Mathematics

MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS
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VCE General Mathematics

An overall result of at least 60% 
in Year 10 Core Mathematics is 
recommended.

VCE Specialist Mathematics

Units 1 & 2. An overall result of 
at least 80% in Year 10 Advanced 
Mathematics and/or at least 80% in 
the VCE Mathematics preselection 
test. Students are required to have a 
sound background in number, algebra, 
function, geometry, probability and 
statistics and be enrolled in VCE 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2.

Units 3 & 4. Students need to 
achieve a satisfactory unit result, an 
overall result of at least 50% and 
work habits of at least 3 or more in 
VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 
1 and 2 to gain automatic entry to 
VCE Specialist Mathematics Units 
3 and 4. If the criteria for automatic 
entry has not been met, a College 
Pathways Meeting will be convened. 
Students need to be enrolled in VCE 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.

VCE Mathematical Methods

Units 1 & 2. An overall result 
of at least 85% in Year 10 Core 
Mathematics and at least 70% in the 
VCE Mathematics preselection test, 
or an overall result of at least 70% 
in Year 10 Advanced Mathematics 
and/or at least 70% in the VCE 
Mathematics preselection test.

Units 3 & 4. Students need to 
achieve a satisfactory unit result, an 
overall result of at least 50% and 
work habits of at least 3 or more in 
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1 
and 2 to gain automatic entry to VCE 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. 
If the criteria for automatic entry has 
not been met, a College Pathways 
Meeting will be convened.

Students undertaking Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2 are assumed 
to have a sound background in 
number, algebra, function, geometry, 
probability and statistics. Students 
must undertake Unit 3 prior to 
undertaking Unit 4.

Students undertaking Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2 are assumed to have a 
sound background in number, algebra, 
function, geometry, probability and 
statistics. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
Enrolment in Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 assumes a current 
enrolment in, or previous completion of, 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.

MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS OVERVIEW
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MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

VCE Further Mathematics 

Units 3 & 4. Further Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 are designed to be 
widely accessible and comprise a 
combination of non-calculus based 
content from a prescribed core 
and a selection of two from four 
possible modules across a range of 
application contexts. They provide 
general preparation for employment 
or further study, in particular where 
data analysis, recursion and number 
patterns are important. The assumed 
knowledge and skills for the Further 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4 prescribed 
core are covered in specified topics 
from General Mathematics Units 1 
and 2. Students who have done only 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 
will also have had access to assumed 
knowledge and skills to undertake 
Further Mathematics but may also 
need to undertake some supple-
mentary study of statistics content.

VCE Specialist Mathematics

Units 1 & 2. Specialist Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2 comprise a combination of 
prescribed and selected non-calculus 
based topics and provide courses 
of study for students interested in 
advanced study of mathematics, with 
a focus on mathematical structure and 
reasoning. They incorporate topics 
that, in conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2, provide 
preparation for Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 and cover assumed 
knowledge and skills for those units.

Units 3 & 4. Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 are designed to be 
taken in conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4, or following 
previous completion of Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4. The areas of 
study extend content from Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4 to include 
rational and other quotient functions 
as well as other advanced mathematics 
topics such as complex numbers, 
vectors, differential equations, 
mechanics and statistical inference. 

VCE Mathematical Methods

Units 1 & 2. Mathematical Methods 
Units 1 and 2 are completely 
prescribed and provide an introductory 
study of simple elementary functions, 
algebra, calculus, probability and 
statistics and their applications in a 
variety of practical and theoretical 
contexts. They are designed as 
preparation for Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 and 4 and cover assumed 
knowledge and skills for those units.

Units 3 & 4. Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 and 4 are completely 
prescribed and extend the study 
of simple elementary functions 
to include combinations of these 
functions, algebra, calculus, 
probability and statistics, and their 
applications in a variety of practical 
and theoretical contexts. They also 
provide background for further study 
in, for example, science, humanities, 
economics and medicine.

VCE General Mathematics

Units 1 & 2. General Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2 provide for a range 
of courses of study involving 
non-calculus based topics for a 
broad range of students and may be 
implemented in various ways to reflect 
student interests in, and applications 
of Mathematics. They incorporate 
topics that provide preparation for 
various combinations of studies at 
Units 3 and 4 and cover assumed 
knowledge and skills for those units.

MATHEMATICS VCE MATHEMATICS OVERVIEW
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SUBJECT PATHWAY

* Please see (page 41) Senior School Pathways for VCE & VET Application Requirements.

ACU & CSYMA  
Youth Academy

Religious Education
VCE 

Religion & Society
Units 3 & 4

ACU & CSYMA*  
Youth Academy

Religious Education Religious Education
VCE 

Religion & Society  
Unit 1 & 2

Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

School Based RE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OVERVIEW

School Based RE

YEAR 12YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SUBJECT PATHWAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OVERVIEW

Three Integrated Components
The three integrated components of 
our Religious Education are: 

 Three strands of learning  
Knowledge and Understanding; 
Reasoning and Responding; 
Personal and Communal 
Engagement. 

 Five content areas  
Jesus and Scripture; Church and 
Community; God, Religion and Life; 
Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament; 
Morality and Justice. 

 Achievement standards 

The three strands engage each  
learner as a seeker of truth, a maker 
of meaning and one who lives out 
their story in, and with, community. 
The three strands emphasise that 
learning in Religious Education is 
about more than gaining Knowledge 
and Understanding; it also develops 
learners’ skills in Reasoning and 
Responding, as well as deepening 
their Personal and Communal 
Engagement through the learning. 

The Religious Education 
Curriculum learning 
structure has three 
integrated components: 
three strands of learning, 
five content areas and 
achievement standards. 
The three strands reflect an 
approach to learning where  
students come to know 
themselves and are valued 
and understood through the 
class discussions and  
activities. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OVERVIEW  YEAR 7 to YEAR 12

The First Strand

Knowledge and Understanding, is 
about seeking truth. Students do this 
through a Catholic understanding 
that illuminates that God may be 
encountered in the search for truth. 
Truth is the goal for which we strive 
and is in the questions creating the 
impulse for learning. In this strand, 
learners are challenged to consider 
their intentions, and to search 
for good. This strand develops 
knowledge and understanding of 
the key practices and beliefs of 
Christian communities, both past and 
present, in ways that connect to, and 
challenge, the contemporary cultural 
context. It builds on student questions 
and wondering to create new paths 
to God. It intentionally pursues truth, 
as revealed in and through the loving 
action of God and in dialogue with the 
other. The modes of learning in this 
strand include: exploring, identifying, 
puzzling, thinking critically, analysing, 
finding out and seeking multiple 
perspectives. 

The Second Strand

Reasoning and Responding, is about 
making meaning. Students are invited 
to discover that life has purpose and 
meaning, even beyond self-fulfillment. 
It grows from the Catholic belief 
that Christ is the way, the truth and 
the life. This strand focuses on the 
development of particular ways of 
thinking and acting. In this strand, 
students are challenged to consider 
issues and deep questions within 
their world and are invited to respond 
to the Catholic Tradition and its call 
to live with love, integrity and virtue. 
The modes of learning in this strand 
include: listening with compassion, 
sifting and sorting out, questioning, 
wondering, responding, prioritising, 
making judgements, considering 
and empathising. 

The Third Strand

Personal and Communal 
Engagement, values each student’s 
living story. It encourages learners 
to see themselves as part of people 
embedded in a community and to 
make connections to other stories and 
the world around them in their search 
for truth and meaning. This strand 
draws on a Catholic understanding 
of the sacramental life, where the 
sacred is encountered in the ordinary. 
It seeks to stir a sense of awe and 
wonder, imagination and hopefulness. 
It invites a sense of belonging to a 
faith community and commitment 
to the common good. The modes of 
learning in this strand include: making 
connections, discerning, evaluating, 
appreciating, deepening awareness, 
reflecting, imagining and applying. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 7 to YEAR 12

YEAR 7 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students encounter through myth 
and story from the Bible and other 
sources God’s ongoing dialogue with 
people of faith. Students explore how 
this dialogue enacts in the here and 
now through community groups and 
actions of justice. 

Key concepts
• Belonging and Catholic Community
• Creation and Stewardship
• Old Testament Life and Stories
• Prayer
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OVERVIEW  YEAR 7 to YEAR 12 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION YEAR 7 to YEAR 12

YEAR 8
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students broaden their horizons 
of faith by exploring, reading and 
viewing the stories of the four 
gospels. They investigate how the 
apostolic message began and how it 
works though mission today, inviting 
students to action for social justice.

Key concepts
• Understanding Jesus
• Social Justice
• Life after Death
• Early Christians
• Symbols and Sacrament

YEAR 9
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
The teachings of the myths and 
stories in the bible inspire deeper 
understanding. Ritual and liturgies 
of celebration create opportunities 
for students to investigate the power 
of prayer and active participation in 
campaigns for justice.

Key concepts
• Literary Forms in Scripture
• Key Church Teachings
•  Good and Evil
•  Key Women in the Bible
• Healing and Hope

YEAR 11 & YEAR 12                                 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students in Year 11 Religious 
Education have the choice to 
undertake

• VCE Units 3 & 4 Religion & Society 
(see page 125 for course description)

Or

• Apply for the CYSMA Youth 
Academy program (see page 126 for 
course description)

Or

• Undertake the School based 
Religious Education program.

Key concepts:

• A Call to Service

• Spiritual Living

• A Good Life

• Religious Life

YEAR 10                                 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students in Year 10
Religious Education complete
• VCE Units 1 & 2 Religion & Society 
(see page 125 for course description)
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION VCE RELIGION & SOCIETY

Scope Of Study

In VCE Religion and Society, religion 
is defined as a community organised 
around beliefs related to ultimate 
reality and the consequent beliefs, 
practices, principles and codes for 
behaviour. Students undertake a 
general study of religion and its 
interaction with society in the past 
and the present and of the individual 
experiences of members as they 
engage with their religion. This is 
supported by the study of specific 
religious traditions or denominations 
in societies where multiple worldviews 
exist. In Units 1 and 2 a wide range 
of examples from religious traditions 
are studied, with examples in Units 
3 and 4 drawn from one or more of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam and Judaism.

Rationale

VCE Religion and Society enables 
students to understand the 
interactions between religion and 
society over time, fostering an 
appreciation of the complexity of 
societies where multiple world views 
exist. Students come to appreciate 
the dynamic and changing role of 
religion in society and as an institution 
supporting adherents to grapple with 
the big questions of life. They study 
the value systems that guide religious 
traditions and the religious beliefs 
and other aspects of religion that 
express these. Students develop skills 
in research and analysis, assisting 
them to become informed citizens and 
preparing them for work and further 
study in fields such as anthropology, 
theology, philosophy, sociology, 
journalism, politics and international 
relations.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: The role of religion  
in society

Unit 2: Religion and ethics
Unit 3: The search for  

meaning
Unit 4: Religion, challenge 

and change

YEAR 10
VCE RELIGION & SOCIETY 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 1 & 2

YEAR 11
VCE RELIGION & SOCIETY 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 3 & 4
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACU & CSYMA YOUTH ACADEMY PROGRAM

Module One 
iWitness

This module explores the role of 
youth in the new evangelisation with 
a practical application through the 
formation of a Youth Ministry Team 
within an individual school community. 
Principles of evangelisation and youth 
ministry are examined. A practical 
component to equip the young 
person in youth ministry frameworks 
and practical skills (testimony and 
drama) will take place in the form of 
workshops. The module will also allow 
for personal reflection, sharing and 
teaching on the call to discipleship.

Module Two 
Ministry

Students will participate in various 
ministry initiatives within, and 
extending beyond, the local School 
community. Following on from the 
‘iWitness’ Module, students would be 
encouraged to lead faith development 
initiatives for other young people 
in the context of the school or local 
Church community. These students 
would form a Youth Ministry Team 
that epitomizes peer-to-peer ministry 
and is involved in regular meetings, 
across-school formation, leadership of 
liturgies, leadership and facilitation of 
retreats, service based projects and 
cross-cultural mission opportunities.

The ACU and CSYMA 
Youth Academy program 
is a formation initiative for 
senior school Youth Ministry 
teams (Years 11 and 12), 
and is run in partnership 
with the Australian  
Catholic University (ACU)  
La Salle Academy.

Youth Ministry 
Vision

It is recognised that when Youth 
Ministry teams receive additional 
ministry skills training and formation 
that the quality and depth of their 
ministry and faith is increased. The 
vision for the Youth Academy is that 
it draws young people into greater 
participation in the life and the Mission 
of the Catholic Church and equips 
them with ministry skills, within the 
context of their own personal faith 
formation journey.

The Youth Academy consists of two 
programs: the Formation Program 
and Faith and Outreach Program.
Successful completion of each 
program by completing the relevant 
Modules will result in the student 
receiving an award. In total, there 
are five Modules with the initial four 
forming the Formation Program. Upon 
completion of the initial four Modules, 
students may be invited to participate 
in the Faith and Outreach Program 
through completing Module Five.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACU & CSYMA YOUTH ACADEMY PROGRAM
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACU & CSYMA YOUTH ACADEMY PROGRAM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACU & CSYMA YOUTH ACADEMY PROGRAM

Module Three 
Church

The Module will be focused on guided 
reflection, sharing and teachings on 
the core essentials of the Catholic 
faith within the context of a local Church 
community through a six session 
formation series called CHURCH. 
Central to this will be opportunities 
for prayer and worship as well as 
celebration of the Eucharist. 

The CHURCH formation series may 
be run: 1) as a new youth ministry 
within the Church community or, 
2) as a program run in an existing 
youth ministry (e.g. a youth group). 
This provides the opportunity for 
ongoing discipleship and fellowship, 
occurring within the broader Church 
(CSYMA Phase Four). In addition,  
the young person must participate 
in celebration of the Eucharist in a 
local Church community, which may 
involve a Youth Mass. Students will 
be required to write a short reflection 
on their experience of participation in 
the Eucharist.

Module Four 
Spirit

This Module will consist of partici-
pation in, and reflection on, a ‘Youth 
in the Spirit Retreat’ experience. The 
Retreat will focus on gathering young 
people together and providing them 
with an opportunity to deepening in 
their personal faith in the context of 
the broader Church. 

The Retreat is designed to guide the 
young person to an understanding 
of Christianity as marked by an 
encounter with Christ and to lay 
or strengthen the foundations for 
continued spiritual growth. This 
includes being empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and exploring means of 
growth in their personal relationship 
with Christ.

Module Five 
Faith and Outreach

Students who have completed the 
initial Formation Program (Module 
One to Four) may be invited to 
participate in the Faith and Outreach 
Program, an extension option of  
the Youth Academy also called 
Module Five. 

The purpose of the outreach project 
is for students to engage in a range 
of ministry activities that could 
include education (e.g. retreats), faith 
formation (e.g. cross-cultural mission 
trip, ‘one week of mission’ within 
school) and practical outreach (e.g. 
poor and marginalised). The Module 
is divided into three components: 
preparing, conducting and reflecting 
on this outreach project. Students will 
have the opportunity to apply their 
experiences to their personal practice 
and come to an understanding of their 
role in the mission of the Church.

ACU Pathway 
for Tertiary Study

The completion of the Modules results 
in the student receiving the ACU and 
CSYMA Faith and Ministry Award. 
In addition to the award, students 
who have successfully completed 
all aspects of the program can be 
granted 5 bonus ATAR points towards 
a degree at the Australian Catholic 
University*. This accreditation formally 
recognises the skill and work of Youth 
Ministry students and provides a 
pathway for tertiary study.

Assessment
Each module will be assessed on 
the criteria of Participation, Journal 
Exercises and Reflection

* Award of 5 bonus ATAR points on receipt 
of the ACU and CSYMA Faith and Ministry 
Award is subject to final approval by the 
Australian Catholic University.
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SCIENCE SUBJECT PATHWAY

* Please see (page 41) Senior School Pathways for VCE & VET Application Requirements.

Biology 
Units 3 & 4

Chemistry*
Units 3 & 4

Physics*
Units 3 & 4

Science

Chemistry*
Units 1 & 2

Physics*
Units 1 & 2

Psychology
Units 3 & 4

Biology 
Units 1 & 2

Psychology
Units 1 & 2

Science Science Science

Core Subject Core Subject Core Subject Semester Base Elective Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Consolidation Science

Psychology/Biology

Chemistry/Physics

All VCE Subjects  
(Below)

All VCE Subjects  
(Below)

SCIENCE OVERVIEW 
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SCIENCE SUBJECT PATHWAY SCIENCE OVERVIEW 

There are six key Science 
Understanding concepts that underpin 
the curriculum; Patterns, order and 
organisation; Form and Function; 
Stability and Change; Scale and 
Measurement; Matter and Energy; 
and Systems. The concepts can 
be further divided into Biological, 
Chemical, Earth and Space and 
Physical Sciences. 

These key concepts are taught 
both from a theoretical viewpoint 
but also explored through scientific 
investigations. Investigations include 
activities where an idea, prediction or 
hypothesis is tested and conclusions 
are drawn in relation to a question. 
During the investigation the collection, 
analysis and interpretation of data is a 
key skill. 

Both the Science Understanding and 
Science Inquiry Skills strands are 
intrinsically linked and taught together. 

Science is a dynamic field 
that teaches a systematic 
approach to solve complex 
global problems. It is a 
discipline that requires  
both an independent and 
collaborative approach 
to find creative solutions 
to existing and new 
challenges. The knowledge 
gained in Science is 
constantly revised, refined 
and extended as new 
evidence comes to light. 
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SCIENCE YEAR 7  

SCIENCE 
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
In Year 7 Science students are 
introduced to working safely in 
a laboratory using the correct 
equipment and writing investigative 
reports. Students will investigate 
chemical sciences such as states 
of matter and the separation of 
mixtures. During biological sciences, 
the classification of organisms and 
the study of ecosystems is explored. 
The students study forces and how 
simple machines can be made and 
used. Additionally, they explore how 
the Earth, Sun and Moon interact to 
create predictable phenomena and 
research the Earth’s renewable and 
non-renewable resources. 

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination. 

Key concepts
• Students learn how to write a 

scientific report and how to interpret 
and present their findings. Areas of 
study involve Biology, Chemistry, 
Physical Science, and Earth and 
Space.

• Year 7 Science is designed to 
introduce students to the joy 
of scientific discovery and the 
application of fundamental laws in 
their world. 

SCIENCE YEAR 8
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SCIENCE YEAR 7  SCIENCE YEAR 8

SCIENCE
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
In Year 8 Science students revise the 
safe and correct use of the laboratory 
and practical skills and during Biology, 
learn about cells and body systems. 
During chemical sciences, the Year 8s 
expand on prior knowledge of matter 
and apply this to chemical reactions 
and change. In physical sciences the 
students look into energy in particular 
in the form of sound and light. They 
also explore the rock cycle and water 
cycle in Earth and space sciences. 

Key concepts
•  Areas of study include rocks and 

minerals, energy, light and sound, 
the physical and chemical change 
of substances, and cells and the 
human body and reproduction. 

• Students develop their under- 
standing of the nature of scientific 
inquiry and their ability to use a 
range of scientific inquiry methods, 
including questioning, planning and 
conducting experiments, collecting 
and analysing data, evaluating 
results, and drawing critical, 
evidence-based conclusions. 

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination. 
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SCIENCE YEAR 9

SCIENCE
Length: Year Long
Unit: 2

Overview
Students explore concepts related 
to the four fields of Science; Biology, 
Chemistry, Physical Science, and 
Earth and Space through laboratory 
and field based experiments. Within 
the Biology unit students research 
ecosystems and the control and 
coordination of the human body. 
Students continue to learn about the 
atom and chemical reactions in a 
deeper understanding of chemistry.  
In Earth and Space science the  
Year 9s learn about plate tectonics 
and the evidence supporting the 
theory. Physical science is about 
electricity and magnetism and how 
they can be used together in real 
world applications. 

Key concepts
•  An analysis of how species interact 

within various ecosystems in 
extended through student designed 
investigation and independent 
research. 

• Concepts covered include 
ecosystems, photosynthesis, 
tectonic plates.

• Students also explore electricity and 
electromagnetism, the hormonal 
and nervous system of the human 
body, as well as the history of 
atomic science discoveries. 

• Research extends the ability to 
communicate scientific understanding 
and findings, to justify ideas on the 
basis of evidence, and to evaluate 
scientific arguments and claims.

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination.

SCIENCE YEAR 10
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SCIENCE YEAR 9 SCIENCE YEAR 10

SCIENCE 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
In this elective, students are 
introduced to Biology, Chemistry and 
Earth and Space Science. Within 
Chemistry they are introduced to 
the periodic table and a range of 
chemical reactions. During Biology 
students study the role of genetics 
on and evidence for evolution. Within 
the Earth and Space science unit, 
students explore the universe and the 
theory of the Big Bang. 

Assessment 
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination.

CONSOLIDATION SCIENCE
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
This elective is an application of 
Science to real world issues. The 
students explore global systems  
and energy use and production.  
A central focus of this class is 
to create solutions to real world 
problems. This elective is not 
applicable to those students who  
wish to study a VCE Science. 

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination.

PSYCHOLOGY/BIOLOGY
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
Students study the four main types 
of biomacromolecules. They explore 
the production of protein from the 
instructions in DNA and examples 
of how genes are regulated. In 
Psychology, students study the 
history and types of measurements of 
intelligence. Finally, students explore 
the science of personality and how it 
has been measured and described by 
psychologists over time.

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination.

CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS 
Length: Semester 
Unit: 1

Overview
In this elective, students will study 
both Chemistry and Physics. The 
Chemistry unit reintroduces students 
to the periodic table. The unit also 
challenges students to identify 
different chemical reactions and be 
able to correctly balance chemical 
equations. During Physics, the 
students will look at the three laws of 
motion and how energy is transferred 
and transformed. 

Assessment
Students are assessed through topic 
tests, practical reports, research tasks 
and an examination.
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SCIENCE VCE BIOLOGY

Scope Of Study

Biology seeks to understand and 
explore the nature of life, past and 
present. VCE Biology enables 
students to investigate the dynamic 
relationships between organisms, 
their interactions with the non-living 
environment, and the processes of 
life, from the molecular world of the 
cell to that of the whole organism, that 
maintain life and ensure its continuity.

An important feature of VCE Biology 
is the opportunity for students 
to undertake a range of inquiry 
tasks both collaboratively and 
independently. Inquiry methodologies 
can include laboratory experimen-
tation, fieldwork, microscopy, local 
and remote data logging, simulations,

animations, literature reviews and 
the use of global databases and 
bioinformatics tools. Students pose 
questions, formulate hypotheses, 
collect and analyse data, evaluate 
methodologies and results, justify 
conclusions, make recommendations 
and communicate their findings.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: How do organisms 
regulate their 
functions?

Unit 2: How does inheritance 
impact on diversity?

Unit 3:How do cells maintain 
life?

Unit 4: How does life change 
and respond to 
challenges? 

Rationale

VCE Biology enables students to 
investigate the processes involved 
in sustaining life at cellular, system, 
species and ecosystem levels. In 
undertaking this study, students 
examine how life has evolved over 
time and understand that in the 
dynamic and interconnected system 
of life, all change has a consequence 
that may affect an individual, a 
species or the collective biodiversity 
of Earth. In VCE Biology students 
develop their inquiry, analytical and 
communication skills. They apply 
critical and creative thinking to 
analyse contemporary biology-related 
issues, and communicate their views 
from an informed position.

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Year 10 Biology/
Psychology prior to Units 1 and 2 and 
Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 3. 

Students entering Unit 3 without Units 
1 and/or 2 may be required to attend 
a College Pathways Meeting and 
undertake additional preparation as 
prescribed by their teacher. Students 
must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a 
sequence.
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SCIENCE VCE PHYSICSSCIENCE VCE CHEMISTRY

Scope Of Study

VCE Chemistry enables students 
to explore the relationship between 
materials and energy through four 
themes: the design and composition 
of useful materials, the reactions and 
analysis of chemicals in water, the 
efficient production and use of energy 
and materials, and the investigation 
of carbon-based compounds as 
important components of body tissues 
and the materials used in society. 

An important feature of VCE Chemistry 
is the opportunity for students to 
undertake a range of inquiry tasks both 
collaboratively and independently. 
Inquiry methodologies can include 
laboratory experimentation, modelling, 
site tours, fieldwork, local and remote 
data-logging, simulations, animations, 
literature reviews and the use of 
global databases. Students pose 
questions, formulate hypotheses, 
collect and analyse data, evaluate 
methodologies and results, justify 
conclusions, make recommendations 
and communicate their findings. 

As well as an increased understanding 
of scientific processes, students 
develop capacities that enable them 
to critically assess the strengths 
and limitations of science, respect 
evidence-based conclusions and  
gain an awareness of the ethical, 
social and political contexts of 
scientific endeavours.

Rationale

VCE Chemistry enables students to 
explore the nature of chemicals and 
chemical processes. In undertaking 
this study, students apply chemical 
principles to explain and quantify 
the behaviour of matter, as well as 
undertake practical activities that 
involve the analysis and synthesis of  
a variety of materials.

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1:  How can the diversity 
of materials be 
explained?

Unit 2: What makes  
water such a unique  
chemical?

Unit 3: How can chemical 
processes be  
designed to optimise 
efficiency?

Unit 4: How are organic  
compounds  
categorised, analysed  
and used?

Entry Requirements

Units 1 & 2: An overall result of at 
least 75% in Core Science, 85% in 
Core Mathematics or at least 70% 
in Advanced Mathematics. Student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Year 10 Chemistry/
Physics prior to Units 1 and 2. 

Units 3 & 4: Students entering Units 3 
and 4 without Units 1 and/or 2 may be 
required to attend a College Pathways 
Meeting and undertake additional 
preparation as prescribed by their 
teacher. Students must undertake  
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
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SCIENCE VCE PHYSICS

Scope Of Study

Physics seeks to understand and 
explain the physical world, both 
natural and constructed. It examines 
models and ideas used to make 
sense of the world and which are 
sometimes challenged as new 
knowledge develops. 

VCE Physics provides students with 
opportunities to investigate questions 
related to selected areas within the 
discipline including atomic physics, 
electricity, fields, mechanics, thermo-
dynamics, quantum physics and waves. 
Students also have options for study 
related to astrobiology, astrophysics, 
bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, 
flight, medical physics, nuclear energy, 
nuclear physics, optics, sound and 
sports science. An important feature 
of VCE Physics is the opportunity 
for students to undertake a range of 
inquiry tasks both collaboratively and 
independently. Inquiry methodologies 
can include laboratory experimen-
tation, local and remote data logging, 
simulations, 

animations and literature reviews. 
Investigation in physics is diverse  
and may include: the design,  
building, testing and evaluation of 
a device; the investigation of the 
operation of a device; creating a 
solution to a scientific or technological 
problem; and the investigation of a 
physical phenomenon. 

Rationale
Physics is based on observations, 
experiments, measurements and 
mathematical analysis with the purpose 
of finding quantitative explanations 
for phenomena occurring from the 
subatomic scale through to the planets, 
solar systems and galaxies in the 
Universe. Whilst many scientific 
understandings in Physics have stood 
the test of time, many other areas 
continue to evolve. In undertaking 
this study, students develop their 
understanding of the role of careful 
and systematic experimentation, 
and modelling, in the development of 
theories and laws. They undertake 

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: What ideas explain 
the physical world?

Unit 2: What do experiments 
reveal about the  
physical world?

Unit 3: How do fields explain 
motion and electricity?

Unit 4: How can two contra-
dictory models explain 
both light and matter?

practical activities and apply physics 
principles to explain both natural 
and constructed phenomena. In 
VCE Physics students develop their 
analytical and communication skills. 
They apply critical and creative 
thinking to analyse physics-related 
issues, and communicate their views 
from an informed position.

Entry Requirements

Units 1 & 2: An overall result of at 
least 75% in Core Science, 85% in 
Core Mathematics or at least 70% 
in Advanced Mathematics. Student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Year 10 Advance 
Chemistry/Physics prior to Units 1 and 
2. 

Units 3 & 4: Students entering Units 3 
and 4 without Units 1 and/or 2 may be 
required to attend a College Pathways 
Meeting and undertake additional 
preparation as prescribed by their 
teacher. Students must undertake Unit 
3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.

SCIENCE VCE CHEMISTRY
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SCIENCE VCE PSYCHOLOGY

Scope Of Study

VCE Psychology enables students 
to explore how people think, feel and 
behave through the use of a biopsy-
chosocial approach. Students explore 
the connection between the brain and 
behaviour by focusing on several key 
interrelated aspects of the discipline: 
the interplay between genetics and 
environment, individual differences 
and group dynamics, sensory 
perception and awareness, memory 
and learning, and mental health. 

An important feature of VCE 
Psychology is the opportunity for 
students to undertake a range of 
inquiry tasks both collaboratively 
and independently. Inquiry method-
ologies can include laboratory 
experimentation, observational 
studies, self-reports, questionnaires, 
interviews, rating scales, simulations, 
animations, examination of case 
studies and literature reviews. 
Students pose questions, formulate 
research hypotheses, operationalise 
variables, collect and analyse data,

evaluate methodologies and results, 
justify conclusions, make recommen-
dations and communicate their findings. 

As well as an increased understanding 
of scientific processes, students 
develop capacities that enable them 
to critically assess the strengths 
and limitations of science, respect 
evidence-based conclusions and gain 
an awareness of the ethical, social 
and political contexts of scientific 
endeavours.

Rationale

VCE Psychology provides students 
with a framework for exploring 
the complex interactions between 
biological, psychological and 
social factors that influence human 
thought, emotions and behaviour. In 
undertaking this study, students apply 
their learning to everyday situations 
including workplace and social 
relations. They gain insights into a 
range of psychological health issues 
in society. 

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: How are behaviour 
and mental processes 
shaped?

Unit 2: How do external 
factors influence 
behaviour and mental 
processes?

Unit 3: How does experience 
affect behaviour and 
mental processes?

Unit 4: How is wellbeing  
developed and  
maintained?

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Year 10 Biology/
Psychology prior to Units 1 and 2 and 
Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 3.

Students entering Unit 3 without Units 
1 and/or 2 may be required to attend 
a College Pathways Meeting and 
undertake additional preparation as 
prescribed by their teacher. Students 
must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a 
sequence.
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TECHNOLOGY SUBJECT PATHWAY

Product Design  
& Technology

Product Design  
& Technology

Product Design  
& Technology

Product Design  
& Technology

Data Analytics  
Units 3 & 4

Software Development
Units 3 & 4

Applied Computing 
Units 1 & 2Digital Technologies

Digital Technologies

Digital Technologies

Food Studies
Units 3 & 4

Food Studies
Units 1 & 2Food Studies Food Studies Food Studies

Semester Based SubjectSemester Based Subject Semester Based Subject Semester Based Subject Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4

Product Design  
& Technology
Units 3 & 4

Product Design  
& Technology
Units 1 & 2

Textiles Textiles

STEAM

TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW   

YEAR 12YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11
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TECHNOLOGY SUBJECT PATHWAY TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW   

In Technology students 
are exposed to the design 
process from initially 
identifying design problems, 
developing clear guidelines, 
creating product outcomes, 
and then evaluating and 
modifying these outcomes 
through gaining feedback 
from a client or end-user. 
There are four main strands 
within Technology – 

Product Design
Working with a range of tools, 
equipment, materials, technologies, 
and processes where student’s 
problem solves and create outcome 
and study the theory and practical 
process of design. 

Food Studies
Students critically analyse the social, 
environmental, and economic factors 
associated sustainability of food 
sources and industries, including 
the impact of packaged foods. They 
consider the social, ethical and 
sustainability considerations that 
impact on designed solutions for 
preferred futures, both locally and 
globally, and the complex design and 
production processes involved. 

Textiles
Students investigate sustainability in 
the textiles and design industry, the 
growing of cotton, the manufacture 
of textile products and the Fair-Trade 
movement.

Students develop their understanding 
of restyling and repurposing using 
applied knowledge and skills. They 
will also investigate methods for 
caring for and treating garments.

ICT
Students are given broad exposure 
to various aspects of Digital 
Technologies and how it is used 
in daily life and society. Through 
exploration of Desktop Publishing, 
website development, programming 
and robotics students investigate 
the application of various design 
techniques to target a particular 
audience and gain an understanding 
of successful methods and strategies 
for maximum engagement. 

145



TECHNOLOGY YEAR 7  TECHNOLOGY YEAR 8  

Length: Year Long
Unit: 1

Overview
Students create designed solutions for 
each of the prescribed technologies 
contexts based on an evaluation of 
needs or opportunities. They develop 
criteria for success, including sustain-
ability considerations, and use these 
to judge the suitability of their ideas and 
designed solutions and processes. 

Key concepts
• Students consider functionality and 

aesthetic in order to manufacture 
a product of professional standard 
that meets a design brief. 

• They develop an understanding 
of the roles and responsibilities of 
people in design and technology 
occupations, and how they 
contribute to society.

• The importance of evaluating and 
testing products. 

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

They create and adapt design ideas, 
make considered decisions and 
communicate to different audiences 
using appropriate technical terms and 
a range of technologies and graphical 
representation techniques. Students 
apply project management skills to 
document and use project plans to 
manage production processes. 

Key assessment tasks 
• Laser Key Ring Project  

(including OHS booklet and  
CAD Illustrator)

• Key Holder 
Investigating and generating

• Key Holder 
Producing, planning, managing and 
evaluating 

• Product Comparison 
Technology and Society 

Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students create designed solutions for 
each of the prescribed technologies 
contexts based on an evaluation of 
needs or opportunities. They develop 
criteria for success, including sustain-
ability considerations, and use these to 
judge the suitability of their ideas and 
designed solutions and processes. 

Key concepts
• Students consider functionality and 

aesthetic in order to manufacture 
a product of professional standard 
that meets a design brief.

• They develop an understanding 
of the roles and responsibilities of 
people in design and technology 
occupations, and how they 
contribute to society.

• The importance of evaluating and 
testing products.

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

They create and adapt design ideas, 
make considered decisions and 
communicate to different audiences 
using appropriate technical terms and 
a range of technologies and graphical 
representation techniques. Students 
apply project management skills to 
document and use project plans to 
manage production processes. 

Key Assessment tasks
• USB / LED light  

Investigate, generate and producing 
outcomes

• Storage Box 
Investigating, generating including 
CAD sketch up

• Impacts on Technology 
Technology and society 

• Laser / Puzzle Storage Box 
Practical producing, planning, 
managing and evaluating

TECHNOLOGY YEAR 8 
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 7  TECHNOLOGY YEAR 8  TECHNOLOGY YEAR 8 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students follow the Digital Systems, 
Data and Information and Creating 
Digital Solutions strands of the 
Victorian Digital Technologies 
Curriculum. 
Through problem-based learning, 
students explore computational 
thinking while developing an 
understanding of how to collect data, 
programming, and editing techniques. 

Key concepts
• Students will investigate the role of 

hardware and software in managing,  
controlling, and securing the 
movement of and access to data in 
networked digital systems.

• They will develop techniques for 
acquiring, storing, and validating 
quantitative and qualitative 
data from a range of sources, 
considering privacy and security 
requirements.

• Students will develop modular 
programs, applying selected 
algorithms and data structures 
including using an object-oriented 
programming language.

• They will design, create, manage, 
and evaluate sustainable and 
innovative digital solutions.

Assessment
• Programming
• Design Thinking Portfolio

FOOD STUDIES
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students are introduced to the tools 
and equipment and safety methods 
for working with and preparing food. 
They consider how, why, and in the 
variety of ways food is cooked or 
prepared. 
They learn of the processes certain 
foods undergo while being cooked 
using various methods such as 
grilling, baking and microwaving. 
Students discover the unique and/
or shared flavours of a variety of 
ingredients and how their application 
can compliment or enhance the 
flavour of other foods. They learn 
to determine quality and identify 
appropriate foods and ingredients for 
a healthy diet.

Key concepts
• Food hygiene and safety
• Correct method of weighing and 

measuring ingredients
• Different methods of food production
• Nutrition and the Australian guide to 

Healthy Eating
• Food sustainability 
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9  

Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students create designed solutions for 
each of the prescribed technologies 
contexts based on a critical evaluation 
of needs or opportunities. They 
establish detailed criteria for success, 
including sustainability considerations, 
and use these to evaluate their ideas 
and designed solutions and processes. 
They generate and connect design 
ideas and processes of increasing 
complexity and justify decisions. 

Key concepts
• Students demonstrate they are 

critical users of a range of techno- 
logies and can investigate, generate 
and critique design solutions.

• Students will develop innovation and 
enterprise skills to develop, modify 
and communicate design ideas of 
increasing sophistication

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Students communicate and document 
projects, including marketing for a 
range of audiences. They independently 
and collaboratively apply sequenced 
production and management plans 
when producing designed solutions, 
adjusting plans when necessary.  
They select and use appropriate 
technologies skilfully and safely to 
produce quality designed solutions 
suitable for the intended purpose.

Assessment
• IPhone Stand / SMART watch stand 

including 5 P’s of promotion 
• Multi Wall Frame 

Investigating and Generating 
(including sketch up). 

• Multi Wall Frame  
Planning, Producing, Managing, 
evaluating (including care label).

• Technology and Society  
Sustainability

TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9  
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9  TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9  

FOOD STUDIES
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students develop the knowledge and 
skills to investigate and make judge- 
ments on food safety, preservation, 
preparation and presentation. They 
refine sensory perceptions that 
influence the creative process of food 
solutions for healthy eating. 

Key concepts
•  With greater autonomy, students 

identify the sequences and 
objectives of a design task

• Develop management plans, 
accounting for safety, responsible 
use of tools and equipment, 
available ingredients and time 
management to successfully 
complete design tasks.

• The importance of gaining vital 
feedback from completed recipes / 
dishes to improve on outcomes.

With greater autonomy, students 
identify the sequences and objectives 
of a design task, developing 
management plans, accounting for 
safety, responsible use of tools and 
equipment, available ingredients and 
time management to successfully 
complete design tasks.

Assessment
• Ready Steady Cook Challenge 

(Investigating, generating and 
designing/producing)

• Key Foods 
(Investigating and generating 
PowerPoint, Oral presentation, team 
collaboration)

• Ongoing Practical Skills 
(Development of Production skills, 
Planning, managing and evaluating)

TEXTILES
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students work with fabrics and 
materials to design and manufacture 
products that make a folio of work. 
They are introduced to the industry 
tools, equipment and technologies 
and their safe and responsible use. 
They learn to transfer theoretical 
knowledge and planning to a range of 
products. Most classes are practical 
based, however there is written and 
sketch work in the planning and 
evaluation stages of each product. 

Key concepts
• Students apply learned techniques 

and production methods in creative 
ways to meet set design tasks. 

• Students enhance their creative and 
problem-solving skills, evaluating 
proposed design features for 
functionality, likely environment and 
target demographic and, within this 
scope, expressing innovation and 
desired aesthetic.

Assessment
• A Soft Toy from gloves or socks 
• A Gadget Bag from felt 
• Cushion Cover 
• A written report 
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 9  

STEAM 
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
STEAM is a new subject elective 
being offered at John Paul College 
with an approach to learning and 
development that integrates the 
areas of Science, Technology, Arts, 
Engineering, and Mathematics. 
The global economy is changing, 
current jobs are disappearing due 
to automation and new jobs are 
emerging every day because of 
technological advances.

The continual advances in Technology 
are changing the way students learn, 
connect, and interact every day.  
Skills developed by students through 
STEAM provide them with the 
foundation to succeed at school and 
beyond. Employer demand for STEAM 
qualifications and skills is high and 
will continue to increase in the future. 
To be competitive, the Australian 
workforce needs people who can 
adapt to a changing workplace.

Assessment
• Solar panelled boat design 
• Propelled car (including laser cutter)
• Robotics challenge (including 

drones)

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students are given broad exposure 
to various aspects of IT and how it is 
used in daily life and society. 

Key concepts
• Through exploration of Desktop 

Publishing and website development 
students investigate the application 
of various design techniques 
to target a particular audience. 
Students develop coding skills in 
Visual Basic to provide solutions to 
various problems as well as HTML 
and CSS to facilitate the design and 
production of a website. 

• Students cover data and spread- 
sheets including the collection, 
presentation and interpretation of 
data as it pertains to businesses 
and explore the impact of IT and 
digital technologies on society, 
communities and the environment.

• Students study sustainability in 
terms of maintaining a healthy 
environmental, social and economic 
systems in balance, indefinitely, on 
a global and local scale. They then 
create infographics on a current 
issue or climate change and the 
deterioration of the earth as a result 
of industrial emissions.

Assessment
• Desktop Publishing and Design
• Data and Information
• Infographics
• Programming
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10  

Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students follow the Digital Systems, 
Data and Information and Creating 
Digital Solutions strands of the Victorian 
Digital Technologies Curriculum. 

Students will learn more about how 
technology industries work, plan and 
create a smart wearable design and/
or solution for community problem. 
They will select and use digital tools 
to plan and manage a design process 
that considers design constraints to 
create original works and publish a 
digital artefact. 

The course is focused specifically 
on real-world problems precisely, 
considering functional and  
non-functional requirements and 
including interviewing stakeholders to 
identify needs. Students will design 
digital systems using coding, evaluate 
alternative designs against criteria 
including functionality, accessibility, 
usability, and aesthetics.

Key Concepts
• Students will make use of industry 

best standard applications such 
as Python, Adobe, and Microsoft. 
They will locate information, 
program, communicate and work 
independently and collaboratively to 
create innovative digital solutions.

• They will explain simple data 
compression, and why content data 
are separated from presentation 
and analyze and visualize data.

• Students will investigate and 
develop modular programs, applying 
selected algorithms and data 
structures including using an object-
oriented programming language.

Assessment
• Re-design clock  
• Laser cheese board
• Product Analysis
• Exam

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY FOOD STUDIES
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students critically analyse the social, 
environmental and economic factors 
associated sustainability of food 
sources and industries, including 
the impact of packaged foods. They 
consider the social, ethical and 
sustainability considerations that 
impact on designed solutions for 
preferred futures, both locally and 
globally, and the complex design and 
production processes involved.

The impact and influence of food 
industries and dietary choices on 
health is studied, covering digestion, 
heart disease and cooking methods. 

They continue to learn aspects of 
Food safety and production.

Assessment
• Written Sustainability Task 
• Practical assessment including 

Food Safety, Production and 
Presentation of Food 

• Multi-cultural Foods Assignment 
with practical assessment

• Examination from all areas of study

TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10  
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TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10  TECHNOLOGY YEAR 10  

TEXTILES
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students complete practical work 
samples; they will investigate sustain-
ability in the textiles and design 
industry; the growing of cotton, the 
manufacture of textile products and 
the Fair Trade movement. Students 
develop their understanding of 
restyling and repurposing using 
applied knowledge and skills. They 
will also investigate methods for 
caring for and treating garments.

Students demonstrate the ability to 
implement a range of production 
processes accurately, consistently, 
safely, ethically and responsibly. 
While meeting the requirements 
of set design tasks, students will 
make critical decisions on materials 
and techniques based on their 
understanding of their unique 
properties and characteristics.

Assessment
• Written and practical work of  

sample production 
• Written work on sustainability
• Restyle Garment production and 

assignment
• Pattern drafting

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
Length: Semester
Unit: 1

Overview
Students follow the Digital Systems, 
Data and Information and Creating 
Digital Solutions strands of the Victorian 
Digital Technologies Curriculum. 

Students will learn more about how 
technology industries work, plan and 
create a smart wearable design and/
or solution for community problem. 
They will select and use digital tools 
to plan and manage a design process 
that considers design constraints to 
create original works and publish a 
digital artefact. 

The course is focused specifically 
on real-world problems precisely, 
considering functional and  
non-functional requirements and 
including interviewing stakeholders  
to identify needs. Students will  
design digital systems using coding, 
evaluate alternative designs against 
criteria including functionality,  
accessibility, usability and aesthetics.

Key Concepts
• Students will make use of industry 

best standard applications such 
as Python, Adobe, and Microsoft. 
They will locate information, 
program, communicate and work 
independently and collaboratively 
to create, manage, and evaluate 
sustainable and innovative digital 
solutions.

• They will explain simple data 
compression, and why content  
data are separated from presentation 
and analyze and visualize data to 
create information and address 
complex problems.

• Students will investigate and 
develop modular programs, applying 
selected algorithms and data 
structures including using an object-
oriented programming language.

Assessment
• Programming
• Design Thinking Portfolio 153



TECHNOLOGY VCE APPLIED COMPUTING  

Scope Of Study

VCE Applied Computing focuses 
on the strategies and techniques 
for creating digital solutions to meet 
specific needs and to manage the 
threats to data, information and 
software security. The study examines 
the attributes of each component 
of an information system including 
people, processes, data and digital 
systems (hardware, software, 
networks), and how their interrela-
tionships affect the types and quality 
of digital solutions.

VCE Applied Computing is 
underpinned by four key concepts: 
digital systems, data and information, 
approaches to problem solving, and 
interactions and impact.

VCE Applied Computing provides 
students with opportunities to acquire 
and apply knowledge and skills to  
use digital systems efficiently, 
effectively and innovatively when 
creating digital solutions. Students 
investigate legal requirements and 
ethical responsibilities that individuals 

and organisations have with respect 
to the security and integrity of data 
and information. Through a structured 
approach to problem solving, incorpo-
rating computational, design and 
systems thinking, students develop  
an awareness of the technical, social 
and economic impacts of information 
systems, both currently and into 
the future. 

Rationale

VCE Applied Computing facilitates 
student-centred learning that enables 
students to build capabilities in critical 
and creative thinking, and to develop 
communication and collaboration,  
and personal, social and information 
and communications technology (ICT) 
skills. Students are provided with 
practical opportunities and choices to 
create digital solutions for real-world 
problems in a range of settings. 

STRUCTURE
There are six units of study:

Unit 1: Applied Computing
Unit 2: Applied Computing

Unit 3: Data Analytics
Unit 4: Data Analytics

Unit 3: Software Development
Unit 4: Software Development

VCE Applied Computing provides 
a pathway to further studies in 
areas such as business analysis, 
computer science, cybersecurity, 
data analytics and data science, data 
management, games development, 
ICT, networks, robotics, software 
engineering and telecommunications, 
and other careers relating to digital 
technologies. 

Employability Skills

The VCE Applied Computing study 
provides students with the opportunity 
to engage in a range of learning 
activities. In addition to demonstrating 
their understanding and mastery of 
the content and skills specific to the 
study, students may also develop 
employability skills through their 
learning activities. 

Entry Requirements
There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to 
Unit 3. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence. 
Employability skills include:
• Communication
• Planning and organising
• Teamwork
• Problem solving
• Self-management Initiative  

and enterprise
• Technology
• Learning

TECHNOLOGY VCE APPLIED COMPUTING OVERVIEW 
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TECHNOLOGY VCE APPLIED COMPUTING  TECHNOLOGY VCE APPLIED COMPUTING OVERVIEW 

VCE Applied Computing  
Units 1 & 2

In Unit 1, students are introduced 
to the stages of the problem-solving 
methodology. Students focus on how 
data can be used within software tools 
such as databases and spreadsheets 
to create data visualisations, and the 
use of programming languages to 
develop working software solutions.

In Unit 2, students focus on 
developing innovative solutions to 
needs or opportunities that they have 
identified, and propose strategies 
for reducing security risks to data 
and information in a networked 
environment.

VCE Software Development 
Units 3 & 4

In Unit 3, students apply the problem-
solving methodology to develop 
working software modules using a 
programming language. Students 
develop an understanding of the 
analysis, design and development 
stages of the problem-solving 
methodology.

In Unit 4, students focus on how the 
information needs of individuals and 
organisations are met through the 
creation of software solutions. They 
consider the risks to software and 
data during the software development 
process, as well as throughout the 
use of the software solution by an 
organisation.

VCE Data Analytics  
Units 3 & 4

In Unit 3, students apply the problem-
solving methodology to identify 
and extract data through the use of 
software tools such as database, 
spreadsheet and data visualisation 
software to create data visualisations 
or infographics. Students develop 
an understanding of the analysis, 
design and development stages of the 
problem-solving methodology.

In Unit 4, students focus on 
determining the findings of a research 
question by developing infographics 
or dynamic data visualisations based 
on large complex data sets and on 
the security strategies used by an 
organisation to protect data and 
information from threats.
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TECHNOLOGY VCE FOOD STUDIES 

Scope Of Study

VCE Food Studies takes an interdisci-
plinary approach to the exploration of 
food, with an emphasis on extending 
food knowledge and skills and 
building individual pathways to health 
and wellbeing through the application 
of practical food skills. VCE Food 
Studies provides a framework for 
informed and confident food selection 
and food preparation within today’s 
complex architecture of influences 
and choices.

Students explore food from a wide 
range of perspectives. They research 
economic, environmental and ethical 
dimensions of food and critically 
evaluate information, marketing 
messages and new trends.

Practical work is integral to Food 
Studies and includes cooking, 
demonstrations, creating and 
responding to design briefs, dietary 
analysis, food sampling and 
taste-testing, sensory analysis, 
product analysis and scientific 
experiments. 

Rationale

VCE Food Studies examines the 
background to Australia’s varied and 
abundant food supply, and explores 
reasons for our food choices. 
This study is designed to build the 
capacities of students to make 
informed food choices. Students 
develop their understanding of food 
while acquiring skills that enable them 
to take greater ownership of their food 
decisions and eating patterns. 

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study. 
Each unit contains two areas 
of study:

Unit 1:  Food origins
Unit 2:  Food makers
Unit 3:  Food in daily life
Unit 4:  Food issues,  

challenges and futures

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 
3. Students must undertake Unit 3 
and Unit 4 as a sequence.

TECHNOLOGY VCE PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
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TECHNOLOGY VCE FOOD STUDIES TECHNOLOGY VCE PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Scope Of Study

Product design is a response to 
changing needs and to improve 
quality of life by designing creative, 
innovative and sustainable products. 
Product design is enhanced through 
knowledge of social, technological, 
economic, historical, ethical, legal, 
environmental and cultural factors. 
These factors influence the aesthetics, 
form and function of products.

Central to VCE Product Design and 
Technology is design thinking, which 
is applied through the product design 
process providing a structure for 
creative problem solving. The design 
process involves identification of a 
real need, problem or opportunity that 
is then articulated in a design brief. 
The need, problem or opportunity 
is investigated and informed by 
research to aid the development 
of solutions that take the form of 
physical, three-dimensional products. 
Development of these solutions 
requires the application of technology 
and a variety of cognitive and physical 

skills, including design thinking, 
drawing and computer-aided design, 
testing processes and materials, 
planning, construction, fabrication and 
evaluation.

Rationale
For Product Design and Technology 
students assume the role of a  
designer-maker. In adopting this role, 
they develop and apply knowledge 
of factors that influence design and 
address the product design factors 
relevant to their design situation.

The knowledge and use of resources 
is integral to product design.  
These resources include a range of 
materials, and the tools, equipment 
and machines needed to safely 
transform these materials into 
products. Increasingly, the importance 
of sustainability is affecting product 
design and development, and so is at 
the forefront throughout the product 
life cycle.  

STRUCTURE
There are four units of study:

Unit 1: Sustainable product 
redevelopment

Unit 2: Collaborative design
Unit 3: Applying the product 

design process
Unit 4: Product development 

and evaluation

Entry Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry 
to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, student 
achievement in learning is optimised 
by studying Units 1 and 2 prior to Unit 
3. Students must undertake Unit 3 
and Unit 4 as a sequence
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VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR & VET SUBJECT PATHWAY

VCE VM 
Literacy Skills 

VCE VM 
Numeracy Skills

VCE VM 
Personal Development 

Skills

VCE VM  
Work Related Skills

Vocational Education  
& Training Structured 
Workplace Learning 

Vocational Education  
& Training (VET)* 

Semester Based Subject VCE VM Senior*

Religious Education 

VCE VM Units & 2*

VCE VM 
Numeracy Skills

VCE VM  
Personal Development 

Skills

VCE VM  
Work Related Skills

Vocational Education  
& Training Structured 
Workplace Learning 

VCE VM 
Literacy Skills 

Religious Education 

* Please see (page 41) Senior School Pathways for VET Application Requirements.

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR OVERVIEW
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VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR & VET SUBJECT PATHWAY

Students’ knowledge grows and 
expands as they take action to learn, 
reflect on that action and plan how to 
do it better next time. 

The VCE Vocational Major is the 
replacement for the Intermediate 
and Senior VCAL. It is a two year 
program over Year 11 and 12.  
Only students who enrol in the full 
program can choose these new VCE 
VM studies. The VCE Vocational 
Major will prepare students to move 
successfully into apprenticeships, 
traineeships, further education and 
training, University through alternative 
entry programs or directly into the 
workforce. The four main studies are 
assessed at a school level through 
authentic assessment activities.  
There are no external examinations 
for the VCE VM studies, other than 
the GAT and therefore students do 
not receive a study score, and are not 
eligible to receive an ATAR.

Students who have completed the 
satisfactory completion requirements

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR OVERVIEW

of the VCE VM will receive a Victorian 
Certificate of Education with the words 
Vocational Major on it to recognise 
their achievements. 

The VCE Vocational Major has 
specific subjects designed to prepare 
students for a vocational pathway. 
The subjects are VCE VM Literacy, 
VCE VM Numeracy, VCE VM Work 
Related Skills, and VCE VM Personal 
Development Skills (and 180 hours of 
VET at Certificate II level or above).

Each subject has four units and 
each unit has a set of outcomes 
which are assessed through a range 
of learning activities and tasks. 
Students will apply knowledge and 
skills in practical settings and also 
undertake community based activities 
and projects that involve working in 
a team. Students must successfully 
finish at least 16 units, including:

  3 VCE VM Literacy or VCE English 
units (including a Unit 3–4 sequence)*

  3 other Unit 3-4 sequences

  2 VCE VM Numeracy or VCE 
Mathematics units.*

The VCE Vocational Major 
is a new vocational and 
applied learning program 
that sits within the VCE. It 
is four new subjects that 
have been added to the VCE 
that will make up the core 
program.  It takes what is 
called an ‘Applied Learning 
approach’.  Applied learning 
involves students engaging 
in relevant and authentic 
learning experiences. It is a 
method of learning where 
theoretical information 
comes to life for students 
in a real world context that 
relates directly to their own 
future, is within their own 
control and is within an 
environment where they feel 
safe and respected.  

 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units

 2 VCE VM Personal Development 
Skills units, and

 2 VET credits at Certificate II level or 
above (180 hours) 

Most students will undertake between 
16-20 units over the two years. You 
can also do other VCE subjects, 
and structured workplace learning. 
The result of Satisfactory or Not 
Satisfactory is determined at a school 
level for each unit. This decision is 
based on the work submitted and 
must follow the VCAA, and school, 
rules and procedures. Students may 
access and gain credit for any VCE 
subject in addition to the mandatory 
requirements of the VCE VM.*

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) 
or a School Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship (SBAT) can be included 
in the VCE VM, a minimum of SWL 
hours are mandated for a minority of 
VET courses. Students can receive 
credit for time in the workplace via 
Structured Workplace Learning 
Recognition.* VCE subjects are subject to availability / timetable constraints
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Listening, viewing, reading, speaking 
and writing are developed so that 
students can communicate effectively 
both in writing and orally. A further 
key part of literacy is that students 
develop their understanding of how 
written, visual and oral communication 
are designed to meet the demands 
of different audiences, purposes 
and contexts, including workplace, 
vocational and community contexts. 
This understanding helps students 
develop their own writing, so that 
they become confident in their use of 
language in a variety of settings. 

Numeracy 

VCE VM Numeracy empowers 
students to use mathematics to 
make sense of the world and apply 
mathematics in a context for a social 
purpose. Numeracy gives meaning 
to mathematics, where mathematics 
is the tool (knowledge and skills) to 
be applied efficiently and critically. 
Numeracy involves the use and 
application of a range of mathematical 
skills and knowledge which arise 
in a range of different contexts and 
situations.  

Numeracy enables students to 
develop logical thinking and reasoning 
strategies in their everyday activities. 
It develops students’ problem-solving 
skills, and allows them to make sense 
of numbers, time, patterns and shapes 
for everyday activities like cooking, 
gardening, sport and travel. Through 
the applied learning principles, 
Numeracy students will understand 
the mathematical requirements 
for personal organisation matters 
involving money, time and travel.

They can then apply these skills to 
their everyday lives to recognise 
monetary value, understand 
scheduling and timetabling, direction, 
planning, monetary risk and reward. 

Numeracy is based on an applied 
learning approach to teaching, 
ensuring students feel empowered 
to make informed choices about 
the next stage of their lives through 
experiential learning and authentic 
learning experiences. 

Numeracy focuses on enabling 
students to develop and enhance 
their numeracy skills to make sense of 
their personal, public and vocational 
lives. Students develop mathematical 
skills with consideration of their local, 
national and global environments and 
contexts, and an awareness and use 
of appropriate technologies.

 

Literacy

Literacy empowers students to read, 
write, speak and listen in different 
contexts. Literacy enables students 
to understand the different ways 
in which knowledge and opinion 
are represented and developed in 
daily life in the 21st Century. The 
development of literacy in this study 
design is based upon applied learning 
principles, making strong connections 
between students’ lives and their 
learning. By engaging with a wide 
range of content drawn from a range 
of local and global cultures, forms 
and genres, including First Nations 
Peoples’ knowledge and voices.
Students learn how information can 
be shown through print, visual, oral, 
digital and multimodal represen-
tations. 

Along with the literacy practices 
necessary for reading and interpreting 
meaning, it is important that students 
develop their capacity to respond to 
information. 

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR SUBJECT OVERVIEWS SKILLS 
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Personal Development Skills 

The VCE VM Personal Development 
Skills study focuses on helping 
students develop personal identity 
and individual pathways to optimal 
health and wellbeing. It begins with 
concepts of personal identity and 
the range of factors that contribute 
to an individual’s perception of self. 
Students will investigate health in 
their community and play an active, 
participatory role in designing and 
implementing activities to improve 
community health and wellbeing. 

Students will examine community 
participation and how people work 
together effectively to achieve shared 
goals. They will investigate different 
types of communities at a local, 
national, and global level. Students 
will look at active citizenship and 
they will investigate the barriers and 
enablers to problem solving within the 
community. 

Students understand different 
perspectives on issues affecting 
their community, they will also plan, 
implement and evaluate an active 
response to community need. The 
study examines interpersonal skills 
and social awareness in different 
settings and contexts. 

Students will examine leadership 
qualities and the characteristics of 
effective leaders and how these 
qualities can be applied to the 
achievement of goals within personal 
and community contexts. Students 
participate in an extended project 
relating to a community issue. 
Students will identify environmental, 
cultural, economic and social issues 
affecting the community and select 
one for an extended community 
project. Students will reflect on 
how community awareness of their 
selected issue can be improved.  

 

This study allows students to explore 
the underpinning mathematical 
knowledge of number and quantity, 
measurement, shape, dimensions 
and directions, data and chance, the 
understanding and use of systems 
and processes, and mathematical 
relationships and thinking. This 
mathematical knowledge is then 
applied to tasks which are part of the 
students’ daily routines and practices, 
but also extends to applications 
outside the immediate personal 
environment, such as the workplace 
and community.  

The contexts are the starting point 
and the focus, and are framed in 
terms of personal, financial, civic, 
health, recreational and vocational 
classifications. These numeracies 
are developed using a problem-
solving cycle with four components: 
formulating; acting on and using 
mathematics; evaluating and 
reflecting; and communicating and 
reporting.
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Work Related 

VCE VM Work Related Skills allows 
students to understand and apply 
concepts and terminology related to 
the workplace and further studies to 
understand the complex and rapidly 
changing world of work and workplace 
environments. It helps students 
understand and develop their skills, 
knowledge, capabilities and attributes 
as they relate to further education 
and employment, to develop effective 
communication skills to enable 
self-reflection and self-promotion and 
to practically apply their skills and 
knowledge. 

This subject requires students to 
think about and investigate potential 
employment pathways, to develop 
a career action plan, to seek 
appropriate advice and feedback 
on planned career and further study 
objectives. 

Students are required to consider the 
distinction between essential employ-
ability skills, specialist, and technical 
work skills; to understand transferable 
skills and identify their personal skill 
and capabilities and promote them 
through development of a cover 
letter and resume and through mock 
interviews.   

Students also learn about healthy, 
collaborative and productive 
workplaces, workplace relationships 
and investigate key areas relating to 
workplace relations, including pay 
conditions and dispute resolution. 
Students look at how teamwork and 
effective communication contribute 
to a healthy, collegiate workplace. 
Students also learn about promoting 
themselves and their skills by 
developing an extensive professional 
portfolio to use for further education 
and employment applications.  

Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) or Structured 
Workplace Learning (SWL)

Wednesday

School based  
classes at JPC

Monday 

School based  
classes at JPC

Tuesday

School based  
classes at JPC

Thursday

Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) or Structured 
Workplace Learning (SWL)

Friday
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Structured Workplace Learning

(SWL) is on-the-job training during 
which a student is expected to master 
a set of skills or competencies related 
to their VET program. Many VET 
programs include opportunities for 
students to participate in SWL. Host 
employers, supervise and instruct the 
students as they practise and extend 
the industry skills they have learned in 
their VET programs.

All VCE VM students at John Paul 
College are involved in SWL. Students 
work in an industry placement one 
day a week for the duration of the 
school year to support the learning 
they undertake at TAFE in their chosen 
VET studies. Each placement must 
not exceed 10 weeks in duration unless 
under exceptional circumstances, 
which require a further written 
application completed by the VET 
Coordinator on the student’s behalf. 
For example, if a student is studying 
the Certificate II in Electro technology 
then we would expect them to be 
working one day a week with an 

Electrician. It will be the responsibility 
of the student to source and secure 
their placement and this placement 
will be required to comply with all 
Department of Education and Training 
guidelines. Gaining the placement is 
an assessable task within the Work 
Related Skills strand (WRS) and all 
students need to make determined 
efforts to secure this place early. The 
VET and VCE VM Coordinator will 
work with students/families sourcing 
placements for those who cannot 
source their own. 

Students are required to download 
and print the Structured Workplace 
Learning Arrangement Form and 
return the completed and signed form 
after discussions with the VCE VM 
and VET Coordinator.

If it is a work placement that requires 
any sort of travel, students must also 
complete and submit the Structured 
Workplace Travel and Accommo-
dation Form and return to Applied 
Learning and VET Coordinator.

Applying

Students interested in studying VCE 
VM or continuing their VCAL Senior 
Certificate should indicate this course 
in addition to their preferred VET 
course, as part of their online subject 
selection, by the end of July. 

All Applications are reviewed by 
the Applied Learning and VET 
Coordinator and the Head of Senior 
School Learning.

Further information can be 
obtained from the Applied Learning 
and VET Coordinator.

Rationale

The Work Related Skills units have 
been developed to recognise learning 
that is valued within community and 
work environments as preparation 
for employment. Locally developed 
programs that use different social and 
work contexts to develop the interests 
and employability skills of young 
people can be selected for inclusion in 
the Work Related Skills units.
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VET is open to all senior students. 
Each VET program normally takes 
two years to complete and there are 
definite advantages to starting in year 
10. Students studying VET need to 
ensure they maintain an organised 
and diligent approach to their studies 
as the VET timetable usually conflicts 
with regular classes at school. This 
overlap of schedules is unavoidable. 
For this reason, it is usually best for 
students studying VCE to commence 
a two-year VET course in Year 10 
so the conflict of schedules does not 
interfere with Year 12 studies.

Most VET programs are conducted 
on a Wednesday or Friday afternoon. 
Students are expected to attend 
school in the morning before making 
their way to the venue or alternately, 
return to the College in the afternoon 
after a morning VET session. 

All VET programs incur an additional 
fee of approximately $900 plus 
material costs. 

This amount varies depending on 
the type of VET course selected. 
VET programs are typically studied 
part time over two years. If a student 
withdraws after the cut-off date 
(approximately four weeks after 
commencement), the full cost of the 
program will be incurred. If you are 
interested in a VET course, a $50 
non-refundable fee is charged for 
each application.

Expressions Of Interest

Students interested in studying VET 
are required to submit the Online 
Expression of Interest in VET Form by 
end of July. 

Most common VET                 
Certificates: (Including but not 
limited to)

 Allied Health Assistance

 Animal Studies

 Automotive Vocational Preparation

 Beauty Services

 Building and Construction

 Business

 Community Services

 Computer Assembly and Repair

 Dance

 Design Fundamentals

 Early Childhood Education and Care

 Electrotechnology

 Engineering Studies

 Health Support Services

 Kitchen Operations - Patisserie

 Make-up

 Plumbing

 Salon Assistant

 Sport and Recreation

 Tourism

Vocational Education 
and Training. John Paul 
College in partnership with 
Chisholm Institute of TAFE 
and other providers offers 
an exciting array of VET 
programs. Programs enable 
students to combine their 
studies with a vocational 
program, explore career 
possibilities, learn in the 
workplace and develop 
skills that prepare them for 
employment and further 
study. 

166



VET OVERVIEW IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Learning and Teaching Leaders

Head of Middle School                
Learning 
Lauren Moore 
moorelau@jpc.vic.edu.au

Head of Senior School 
Learning 
Caitlyn Jarrett 
jarrettc @ jpc.vic.edu.au

Applied Learning and VET 
Coordinator 
Donna Matthews 
matthewd @ jpc.vic.edu.au

Careers

Careers Coordinator 
 
Rachel Cresp  
cresprac@jpc.vic.edu.au

Deputy Principal

Learning and Teaching  
                                      
Kara Baxter  
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